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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an imaging apparatus, a lens apparatus (lens device), and an intermediate
accessory, that are capable of communicating with each other.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Accessory devices such as lens apparatuses that are detachably mountable to an imaging apparatus operate
by receiving a supply of power from the imaging apparatus, communicating with the imaging apparatus, and so forth.
Accordingly, multiple electric contacts are provided both on a mount unit at the imaging apparatus and a mount unit at
the accessory device. When an accessory device is mounted to the imaging apparatus, the electric contacts at the
imaging apparatus side and the electric contacts at the accessory device side come into contact, and the imaging
apparatus and the accessory device are electrically connected.
[0003] US2013/0287388 describes an imaging apparatus where a voltage used for communication (communication
voltage) with lens apparatuses is made to differ depending on the type of the lens apparatus that is mounted.
[0004] The communication voltage is variable at the imaging apparatus in US2013/0287388, so the effects of a short-
circuit between an electric contact for communication with another electric contact varies depending on the communication
voltage at that time. Accordingly, it is desirable to array the electric contacts such that effects of short-circuiting among
electric contacts do not readily occur, regardless of the communication voltage that is being used for communication.
[0005] It has been found desirable to provide an imaging apparatus, lens apparatus, and intermediate accessory
device, that are not readily affected by short-circuiting among electric contacts.
[0006] Further prior art is disclosed in document US2013/0077954A1, describing an intermediate adapter including a
first mount unit having a first mount center point, at which a camera body, With twelve body connector terminals disposed
near a camera body mount unit at the camera body, is mounted; a body-side connector terminal holding portion where
twelve body-side connector terminals, each connected to one of the twelve body connector terminals and each including
a contact area to come into contact with one of the body connector terminals. are disposed; a second mount unit having
a second mount center point, at which a camera accessory is to be detachably mounted.
[0007] Document JP2003015011A discloses an interchangeable lens, which is driven when driving voltage is supplied
from a camera body side, and has at least two control means whose communication lines are connected to communication
terminals on the camera body side in parallel and whose processing functions are separated. Then, the 1st control
means is equipped with state monitoring means for detecting the state of the lens, and state setting means for setting
the working state of the other control means. The state setting means controls the state of the other designated control
means when the state monitoring means detects the specified condition.
[0008] Further prior art is disclosed in document JP2013214009A describing a camera accessory and camera.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention in its first aspect provides an imaging apparatus as specified in claims 1 to 10.
[0010] The present invention in its second aspect provides a lens apparatus as specified in claim 11.
[0011] The present invention in its third aspect provides an intermediate accessory device as specified in claim 12.
[0012] Further features of the present invention will become apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings. Each of the embodiments of the present invention described
below can be implemented solely or as a combination of a plurality of the embodiments or features thereof where
necessary or where the combination of elements or features from individual embodiments in a single embodiment is
beneficial.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

Fig. 1 is a diagram describing the mutual relation between an imaging apparatus, lens apparatus, and intermediate
accessory device.

Figs. 2A through 2D are schematic diagrams of mount units.



EP 3 410 192 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of an imaging apparatus and lens apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Figs. 4A and 4B are schematic diagrams of a camera-side contact holding member and an accessory-side contact
holding member.

Figs. 5A and 5B are block diagrams of an imaging apparatus, lens apparatus, and intermediate accessory device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Figs. 6A and 6B are block diagrams of the imaging apparatus and intermediate accessory device according to an
embodiment of the present invention, and a lens apparatus according to a conventional arrangement.

Figs. 7A through 7E are schematic diagrams of peripheral circuits of a TYPE terminal.

Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an operation flow of the imaging apparatus when the lens apparatus is mounted.

Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a second communication flow.

Fig. 10 is a diagram describing a broadcast communication mode in third communication.

Fig. 11 is a diagram describing a P2P communication mode in third communication.

Figs. 12A and 12B are diagrams describing cases where a DGND terminal and a terminal adjacent to the DGND
terminal short-circuit.

Figs. 13A through 13C are diagrams describing cases where a LCLK terminal and a terminal adjacent to the LCLK
terminal short-circuit.

Fig. 14 is a disassembled perspective view of a mount mechanism according to a modification of the present invention.

Figs. 15A through 15C are diagrams for exemplarily describing a non-coupled state of the mount mechanism ac-
cording to the modification of the present invention.

Figs. 16A through 16C are diagrams for exemplarily describing a coupled state of the mount mechanism according
to the modification of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0014] Various types of terminology used in the specification of the present application will be described prior to the
description relating to embodiments of the present invention. The term "accessory apparatus (device)" refers to a device
that is mountable to an imaging apparatus (image pick-up apparatus). The imaging apparatus and accessory device
are mounted by coupling of mount units that each has. Accessory devices include lens apparatuses (lens devices) having
an image-taking optical system. Accessory devices also include an intermediate accessory mounted between a lens
apparatus and the imaging apparatus body.
[0015] The term "mount unit (portion)" is a coupling unit, provided to each of the imaging apparatus and accessory
device. The mount unit of the imaging apparatus and the mount unit of the accessory device each are provided with
electric contacts and the electric contacts (electric terminals) provided to the respective mount units come into contact
when the accessory device is mounted to the imaging apparatus. That is to say, the mount units not only serve to
mechanically couple the imaging apparatus body and accessory device, but also to electrically connect the imaging
apparatus body and accessory device.
[0016] Next, the mutual relation between the imaging apparatus, lens apparatus, and intermediate accessory device
according to an embodiment will be described with reference to Fig. 1. Fig. 1 illustrates the mutual relation among a
camera body 100 serving as the imaging apparatus according to the present embodiment, a lens apparatus 200 according
to the present embodiment, intermediate accessory devices 400 and 500 according to the present embodiment, and a
lens apparatus 300 according to a conventional arrangement, which has a different configuration from the lens apparatus
200 according to the present embodiment. The arrows in Fig. 1 indicate that the devices that can be mounted to each
other by coupling the respective mount units. The lens apparatus 200 has an image-taking optical system 280, and the
lens apparatus 300 has an image-taking optical system 380. The camera body 100 has an imaging device such as a
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complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) sensor, charge-coupled device (CCD) sensor, or the like. A subject
can be taken by mounting the lens apparatus 200 or lens apparatus 300 on the camera body 100.
[0017] The lens apparatus 200, intermediate accessory device 500, and intermediate accessory device 400 can be
directly mounted to the camera body 100. That is to say, a mount unit 250 of the lens apparatus 200, a mount unit 550a
of the intermediate accessory device 500, and a mount unit 450a of the intermediate accessory device 400, have shapes
that enable coupling to a mount unit 150 of the camera body 100.
[0018] The intermediate accessory device 500 also has, besides the mount unit 550a serving as a first accessory
mount unit mountable to the camera body 100, a mount unit 550b serving as a second accessory mount unit that has
the same shape as the mount unit 150 of the camera body 100. Accordingly, the lens apparatus 200 can be mounted
to the intermediate accessory device 500 as well. In other words, the lens apparatus 200 can be mounted to the camera
body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 500. Also note that another intermediate accessory device (omitted
from illustration) may be mounted between the lens apparatus 200 and the intermediate accessory device 500. In this
case, two intermediate accessory devices will be mounted between the lens apparatus 200 and the camera body 100.
[0019] On the other hand, the shape of the mount unit 150 is such that a mount unit 350 of the lens apparatus 300
cannot be coupled thereto. Accordingly, the lens apparatus 300 cannot be directly mounted to the camera body 100.
However, the lens apparatus 300 can be mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400
that has the mount unit (first accessory mount unit) 450a and mount unit (second accessory mount unit) 450b that can
be mounted to the lens apparatus 300. Thus, any of multiple lens apparatuses including the lens apparatus 200 and
lens apparatus 300 are selectively mounted to the camera body 100.
[0020] Next, the mount units of the camera body 100, lens apparatus 200, lens apparatus 300, intermediate accessory
device 500, and intermediate accessory device 400 will be described with reference to Figs. 2A through 2D. Fig. 2A is
a schematic diagram of the mount unit 150 of the camera body 100 as viewed from the subject side, and Fig. 2B is a
schematic diagram of the mount unit 250 of the lens apparatus 200 as viewed from the image plane side. Fig. 2C is a
schematic diagram of the mount unit 450b of the intermediate accessory device 400 as viewed from the subject side,
and Fig. 2D is a schematic diagram of the mount unit 350 of the lens apparatus 300 as viewed from the image plane side.
[0021] The mount unit 150 is provided to the front side (subject side) of the camera body 100. The mount unit 150 has
a ring-shaped mount reference face 151 for ensuring a predetermined flange focal distance. Three bayonet claws 152a
through 152c are provided on the inner side of the mount reference face 151 in the circumferential direction. A lock pin
153 for positioning when bayonet-coupling the mount unit of an accessory device to the mount unit 150 is provided to
the mount unit 150, so as to be retractably protruding with regard to the mount reference face 151. When the mount unit
150 and the mount unit of an accessory device are relatively rotated to a position where mounting is complete, the lock
pin 153 engages a fitting hole provided to the mount unit of the accessory device.
[0022] A camera-side contact holding member 154 is provided at a region further on the inner side from the bayonet
claws 152a through 152c. The camera-side contact holding member 154 holds electric contacts (camera-side electric
contacts) 1001 through 1012. The mount unit 550b of the intermediate accessory device 500 has the same configuration
as that of the mount unit 150 illustrated in Fig. 2A.
[0023] The mount unit 250 is fixed to the rear end (image plane side) of the lens apparatus 200. The mount unit 250
has a ring-shaped mount reference face 251 that is a reference face for flange focal distance. Three bayonet claws 252a
through 252c are provided on the inner side of the mount reference face 251 in the circumferential direction. Further, a
fitting face 253 is provided to the mount unit 250. The lock pin 153 fits to the fitting face 253 when mounting of the lens
apparatus 200 to the camera body 100 is complete. An accessory-side contact holding member 254 is provided at a
region further on the inner side from the bayonet claws 252a through 252c. The accessory-side contact holding member
254 holds electric contacts (lens-side electric contacts) 2001 through 2012.
[0024] The mount unit 550a of the intermediate accessory device 500 and the mount unit 450a of the intermediate
accessory device 400 have the same configuration as the mount unit 250 illustrated in Fig. 2B. That is to say, the mount
unit 550a of the intermediate accessory device 500 and the mount unit 450a of the intermediate accessory device 400
have accessory-side contact holding units that hold electric contacts (accessory side electric contact group) 2001 through
2012.
[0025] In the same way as the mount unit 150, the mount unit 450 has a mount reference face 451, bayonet claws
452a through 452c, and a contact holding member 454. Note however, that the length of the bayonet claws 452a through
452c and the intervals between bayonet claws differs from that of the bayonet claws 152a through 152c of the mount
unit 150.
[0026] In the same way as the mount unit 250, the mount unit 350 has a mount reference face 451, bayonet claws
352a through 352c, and a contact holding member 354. Note however, that the length of the bayonet claws 352a through
352c and the intervals between adjacent bayonet claws differs from that of the bayonet claws 252a through 252c of the
mount unit 250.
[0027] Next, a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100 will be described with reference
to Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a circuit configuration of a state where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted
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to the camera body 100. The lens apparatus 200 and the camera body 100 can communicate via a communication path
made up by part of the multiple electric contacts provided to the mount unit 150 and mount unit 250. The lens apparatus
200 and the camera body 100 can perform later-described first communication, second communication, and third com-
munication.
[0028] A camera control unit 101 serving as camera control means controls communication performed between an
accessory device mounted to the camera body 100, by controlling output of electric contacts provided to the mount unit
150, processing signals input to electric contacts, and so forth.
[0029] A camera power source unit 103 is a power source used to operate the parts of the camera body 100 and the
accessory device mounted to the camera body 100. The camera power source unit 103 generates multiple different
voltages, and supplies power source of these voltages to the parts of the camera body 100 and the accessory device
mounted to the camera body 100.
[0030] A power source switching unit 104 supplies power source to a first communication interface unit 102a. The
power source switching unit 104 is supplied with power source of two different voltage values from the camera power
source unit 103, and can switch the power source to be supplied to the first communication interface unit 102a, under
control of the camera control unit 101.
[0031] A lens control unit 201 serving as lens control means controls communication performed between the camera
body 100 and the lens apparatus 200, by controlling output of electric contacts provided to the mount unit 250, processing
signals input to electric contacts, and so forth.
[0032] A lens power source unit 203 generates power source of a predetermined voltage from the power source
supplied from the camera body 100, which is supplied to the lens control unit 201 and a lens-side communication interface
unit 202.
[0033] The electric contact 1001 and the electric contact 2001 are terminals used to supply power, used for control of
communication performed primarily between the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 200 (communication power),
from the power source unit 103 of the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 200. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1001
and electric contact 2001 may also be referred to as "VDD terminal 1001" and "VDD terminal 2001". In the present
embodiment, the voltage of power supplied to the lens apparatus 200 by the VDD terminal 1001 (hereinafter referred
to as "VDD voltage") is 5.0 V.
[0034] The electric contact 1002 and the electric contact 2002 are terminals used to supply power, used primarily for
operations of driving systems such as motors and the like (drive power), from the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus
200. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1002 and electric contact 2002 may also be referred to as "VBAT terminal 1002"
and "VBAT terminal 2002". In the present embodiment, the voltage of power supplied to the lens apparatus 200 by the
VBAT terminal 1002(hereinafter referred to as "VBAT voltage") is 4.5 V. The VDD terminals and VBAT terminals may
also be collectively referred to as "power source system terminals".
[0035] The electric contact 1012 and the electric contact 2012 are terminals that ground communication control system
circuits of the camera main body 100 and lens apparatus 200. That is to say, these are ground terminals corresponding
to the VDD terminals. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1012 and electric contact 2012 may also be referred to as "DGND
terminal 1012" and "DGND terminal 2012".
[0036] The electric contact 1004 and the electric contact 2004 are terminals that ground drive system circuits including
motors and so forth, provided to the camera main body 100 and lens apparatus 200. That is to say, these are ground
terminals corresponding to the VBAT terminals. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1004 and electric contact 2004 may
also be referred to as "PGND terminal 1004" and "PGND terminal 2004". The DGND terminals and PGND terminals
may also be collectively referred to as "ground terminals".
[0037] The electric terminal 1005 and the electric terminal 2005 are terminals for detecting that a lens apparatus has
been mounted to the camera body 100. The camera control unit 101 detects mounting and detaching of a lens apparatus
to and from the camera body 100 in accordance with the voltage level of the electric contact 1005. When the camera
control unit 101 detects mounting of a lens apparatus, supply of power source to the lens apparatus via the VDD terminal
1001 and VBAT terminal 1002 is started. Hereinafter, the electric terminal 1005 and electric terminal 2005 may be also
referred to as "MIF terminal 1005" and "MIF terminal 2005".
[0038] The electric contact 1003 and the electric contact 2003 are terminals for distinguishing the type of accessory
device mounted to the camera body 100. The electric contact 1003 is pulled up to the same voltage as the power source
supplied to the camera control unit 101 within the camera body 100, by a resistor 125. The electric contact 2003 is pulled
down to ground (DGND) via a resistor 222 within the lens apparatus 200. The camera control unit 101 detects the voltage
value at the electric contact 1003, and distinguishes the type of accessory device mounted to the camera body 100
based on the detected voltage value. That is to say, the camera control unit 101 also functions as a distinguishing means
that distinguishes the type of accessory device mounted to the camera control unit 101. The camera control unit 101
also controls the power source switching unit 104 so that the power source supplied to the first communication interface
unit 102a by the power source switching unit 104 is switched in accordance with the type of accessory device mounted
to the camera body 100. Accordingly, the camera body 100 and the accessory device mounted to the camera body 100
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can communicate at an appropriate communication voltage. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1003 and electric contact
2003 may also be referred to as "TYPE terminal 1003" and "TYPE terminal 2003".
[0039] The electric contacts 1006 through 1008 and the electric contacts 2006 through 2008 are terminals used for
later-described first communication. The input/output of the electric contacts 1006 through 1008 is controlled by the
camera control unit 101 via the first communication interface unit 102a. The input/output of the electric contacts 2006
through 2008 is controlled by the lens control unit 201 via the lens-side communication interface unit 202.
[0040] The electric contact 1008 and the electric contact 2008 are terminals capable of output clock signals used for
the first communication from the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 200. The electric contact 1008 and electric
contact 2008 are also used for the lens apparatus 200 to notify the camera body 100 of a communication standby request.
Hereinafter, the electric contact 1008 and electric contact 2008 may also be referred to as "LCLK terminal 1008" and
"LCLK terminal 2008". The LCLK terminal 1008 is pulled up to the same potential as the interface voltage of the first
communication interface unit 102a via a resistor 120 within the camera body 100. The LCLK terminal 2008 is pulled up
to the same potential as the interface voltage of the lens-side communication interface unit 202 via a resistor 220 within
the lens apparatus 200.
[0041] The electric contact 1006 and the electric contact 2006 are terminals capable of transmitting data from the
camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 200 by the first communication. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1006 and electric
contact 2006 may also be referred to as "DCL terminal 1006" and "DCL terminal 2006". The DCL terminal 2006 is pulled
up to the same potential as the interface voltage of the lens-side communication interface unit 202 via a resistor 221
within the lens apparatus 200.
[0042] The electric contact 1007 and the electric contact 2007 are terminals capable of transmitting data from the lens
apparatus 200 to the camera body 100 by the first communication. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1007 and electric
contact 2007 may also be referred to as "DLC terminal 1007" and "DLC terminal 2007". The DLC terminal 1007 is pulled
up to the same potential as the interface voltage of the first communication interface unit 102a via a resistor 121 within
the camera body 100.
[0043] Hereinafter, the LCLK terminal 1008, DCL terminal 1006, and DLC terminal 1007, used in the first communi-
cation, may also be referred to as "first camera-side electric contact group" or "first electric contact group". Also, the
LCLK terminal 2008, DCL terminal 2006, and DLC terminal 2007, used in the first communication, may also be referred
to as "first lens-side electric contact group" or "fourth electric contact group".
[0044] The electric contact 1009 is a second camera-side electric contact group (also referred to as "second electric
contact group") used for later-described communication. In the same way, the electric contact 2009 is a second lens-
side electric contact group (also referred to as "fifth electric contact group") used for later-described communication.
The electric contact 1009 and electric contact 2009 are terminals capable of transmitting data from the lens apparatus
200 to the camera body 100 by the second communication. Hereinafter, the electric contact 1009 and electric contact
2009 may also be referred to as "DLC2 terminal 1009" and "DLC2 terminal 2009". The DLC2 terminal 1009 is pulled
down to the same potential as the DGND terminal via a resistor 122 within the camera body 100.
[0045] Electric contacts 1010 and 1011 are a third camera-side electric contact group (also referred to as "third electric
contact group") used for later-described third communication. In the same way, electric contacts 2010 and 2011 are a
third lens-side electric contact group used for the later-described third communication.
[0046] The electric contact 1010 and the electric contact 2010 are terminals capable of bi-directionally exchanging
data between the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 200 by the third communication. Hereinafter, the electric contact
1010 and electric contact 2010 may also be referred to as "DCA terminal 1010" and "DCA terminal 2010". The DCA
terminal 1010 is pulled up to the same potential as the interface voltage as the second/third communication interface
unit 102b via a resistor 124 within the camera body 100. The DCA terminal 1010 is connected to the camera control unit
101 via a CMOS-type input/output interface. In the same way, the DCA2 terminal 2010 is connected to the lens control
unit 201 via a CMOS-type input/output interface. Accordingly, the camera control unit 101 and the lens control unit 201
can exchange data at high speeds, using the DCA terminals 1010 and 2010.
[0047] The electric contact 1011 and the electric contact 2011 are terminals used in notification of a later-described
predetermined timing relating to third communication between the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 200. Hereinafter,
the electric contact 1011 and electric contact 2011 may also be referred to as "CS terminal 1011" and "CS terminal
2011". The CS terminal 1011 is pulled up to the same potential as the interface voltage of the second/third communication
interface unit 102b via a resistor 123 within the camera body 100. Also, the CS terminal 2011 is pulled up to the same
potential as the interface voltage of the lens-side communication interface unit 202 via a resistor 224 within the lens
apparatus 200. The CS terminal 1011 is connected to the camera control unit 101 via an open-type output interface. In
the same way, the CS terminal 2011 is connected to the lens control unit 201 via an open-type output interface. Note
that the term "open-type output interface" here means an output interface that is an open drain or an open collector.
[0048] In a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100 in the present embodiment, the
interface voltages of the first communication interface unit 102a and second/third communication interface unit 102b
are set to 3.0 V (first voltage). The interface voltage of the lens-side communication interface unit 202 is also set to 3.0
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V (first voltage). Note that hereinafter, the LCLK terminals, DCL terminal, DLC terminals, DCL2 terminals, CS terminals
and DCA terminals, may be collectively referred to as "communication system terminals".
[0049] Next, the shapes of the camera-side contact holding member 154 and the accessory-side contact holding
member 254 of the mount unit 150 and mount unit 250 will be described with reference to Figs. 4A and 4B. Fig. 4A is a
schematic diagram viewing the camera-side contact holding member 154 and accessory-side contact holding member
254 from a direction perpendicular to the optical axis, in a state where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera
body 100. Fig. 4B is a schematic diagram viewing the camera-side contact holding member 154 and accessory-side
contact holding member 254 from a direction perpendicular to the optical axis, in a state where the lens apparatus 200
is not completely mounted to the camera body 100. Figs. 4A and 4B illustrate the camera-side contact holding member
154 and accessory-side contact holding member 254 in planar view. However, in reality, the shapes of the camera-side
contact holding member 154 and accessory-side contact holding member 254 are curved following the circumferential
direction of the mount unit 150 and mount unit 250. Although the electric contacts of the camera body 100 are illustrated
in Figs. 4A and 4B as being pins and the electric contacts of the lens apparatus 200 as being contact pieces, an
arrangement may be made where the electric contacts of the camera body 100 are contact pieces and the electric
contacts of the lens apparatus 200 are pins.
[0050] Arrow A illustrated in Fig. 4A indicates the direction in which the lens apparatus 200 moves as to the camera
body 100 (rotation direction) when detaching the lens apparatus 200 from the camera body 100. When detaching the
lens apparatus 200, the VDD terminal 2001 for example comes into contact with the TYPE terminal 1003 after having
come into contact with the VBAT terminal 1002.
[0051] Also, arrow B illustrated in Fig. 4B indicates the direction in which the lens apparatus 200 moves as to the
camera body 100 (rotation direction) when mounting the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100. When mounting
the lens apparatus 200, the VDD terminal 2001 for example is connected to the VDD terminal 1001 after having come
into contact with the VBAT terminal 1002.
[0052] Also, the camera-side contact holding member 154 and the accessory-side contact holding member 254 have
shapes that are stepped in the optical axis direction, as illustrated in Figs. 4A and 4B. The electric contacts 1001 through
1004 and the electric contacts 1005 through 1012 are provided on different tiers (or steps). In the same way, the electric
contacts 2001 through 2004 and the electric contacts 2005 through 2012 are provided on different tiers (or steps).
Accordingly, the electric contacts 2001 through 2004 can be kept from coming into contact with the electric contacts
1005 through 1012 when mounting the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100. Accordingly, the amount of wear
of the electric contacts when mounting/detaching the lens apparatus 200 to/from the camera body 100 can be reduced.
[0053] Further, the camera body 100 according to the present embodiment has power source system terminals on
the tier that has fewer electric contacts. In the same way, the lens apparatus 200 according to the present embodiment
has power source system terminals on the tier that has fewer electric contacts. Accordingly, the amount of wear of the
power source system terminals when mounting/detaching the lens apparatus 200 to/from the camera body 100 can be
further reduced, and increase in contact impedance can be suppressed. As a result, stable power source supply can
be performed over a long time. Further note that the ground terminals also are preferably provided on the tier that has
fewer electric contacts for stable power supply.
[0054] On the other hand, the DGND terminal 1012 and DGND terminal 2012 are preferably brought into contact with
a metal portion of the mount unit 150 and mount unit 250, in order to reduce the influence of static electricity on the
internal circuits. In this case, the DGND terminal 1012 is preferably situated at the end of the array of electric contacts
1001 through 1012, in order to facilitate forming of the mount unit 150. In the same way, the DGND terminal 2012 is
preferably situated at the end of the array of electric contacts 2001 through 2012, in order to facilitate forming of the
mount unit 250.
[0055] In light of this, the PGND terminal 1004 is provided on the tier that holds fewer electric contacts, and the DGND
terminal 1012 is provided at the end of the array of electric contacts 1001 through 1012 in the present embodiment. In
the same way, the PGND terminal 2004 is provided on the tier that holds fewer electric contacts, and the DGND terminal
2012 is provided at the end of the array of electric contacts 2001 through 2012.
[0056] Next, the order of the array of the electric contacts on the camera-side contact holding member 154 and
accessory-side contact holding member 254 will be described. In the present embodiment, the PGND terminal 1004,
TYPE terminal 1003, VBAT terminal 1002, and VDD terminal 1001 are disposed on the tier of the camera-side contact
holding member 154 that holds fewer electric contacts, in order of the mounting direction of the lens apparatus 200
(direction of arrow B in Fig. 4B). In the same way, the PGND terminal 2004, TYPE terminal 2003, VBAT terminal 2002,
and VDD terminal 2001 are disposed on the tier of the accessory-side contact holding member 254 that holds fewer
electric contacts, in order of the mounting direction of the lens apparatus 200 (direction of arrow B in Fig. 4B).
[0057] If an electroconductive foreign substance is caught between the camera-side contact holding member 154 and
accessory-side contact holding member 254, or an electric contact is deformed, adjacent electric contacts may short-
circuit each other. Particularly, in a case where the power source system terminals (VDD terminals and VBAT terminals)
short-circuit with the ground terminals (PGND terminals), a large electric current will flow to the power source circuit. To



EP 3 410 192 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

counter this, the influence of short-circuiting on the power source circuit can be reduced by providing different electric
contacts between the power source system terminals and ground terminals.
[0058] Note that the terminals provided between the power source system terminals and ground terminals preferably
are terminals that have a generally constant signal level during operations of the camera body 100 and lens apparatus
200. Normally, a protective element, for protecting internal circuits of the camera body 100 when short-circuiting occurs,
is provided between the terminals adjacent to the power source system terminals and the camera control unit 101. In a
case where terminals of which the signal level changes during operations of the camera body 100 and lens apparatus
200, such as communication system terminals, are provided between the power source system terminals and ground
terminals, the wiring capacitance of these terminals will increase due to the protective element. Accordingly, the signal
waveforms transmitted or received through these terminals can be affected. On the other hand, terminals that have a
generally constant signal level during operations of the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 200 will be affected less
by providing the protective element. The TYPE terminals and MIF terminals are terminals that have a generally constant
signal level during operations, but the MIF terminals are preferably provided to the tier where there are more electric
contacts, which will be described later, so the TYPE terminals are preferably provided between the power source system
terminals and ground terminals. Note that a resistor 126 is disposed between the TYPE terminal 1003 and the camera
control unit 101 as the protective element in the present embodiment.
[0059] The MIF terminal 1005 is disposed on the tier of the camera-side contact holding member 154 that has a greater
number of electric contacts, at a position that is closest to the tier with fewer electric contacts, in the present embodiment.
In a corresponding manner, the MIF terminal 2005 is disposed on the tier of the accessory-side contact holding member
254 that has a greater number of electric contacts, at a position that is closest to the tier with fewer electric contacts.
[0060] Disposing the MIF terminal 1005 at this position enables the MIF terminal 2005 to be the only electric contact
coming into contact with the MIF terminal 1005 when attaching/detaching the lens apparatus 200 to/from the camera
body 100. Accordingly, the wear on the MIF terminal 1005 can be reduced. This makes defective contact of the MIF
terminal 1005 less readily to occur, and whether the lens apparatus is mounted can be appropriately detected.
[0061] Note that when attaching/detaching the lens apparatus 200 to/from the camera body 100, the MIF terminal
2005 comes into contact with the electric contacts 1006 through 1012, so it can be said that the MIF terminal 2005 is
disposed at a position where the amount of wear due to sliding is great. However, multiple types of camera accessories
are mounted to the camera body 100, as illustrated in Fig. 1, and so the amount of wear of the electric contacts on the
lens apparatus 200 is small as compared to that of the camera body 100. Accordingly, the electric contacts are arrayed
in the present embodiment so that the amount of wear of the MIF terminal 1005 of the camera body 100 is small.
[0062] Further, if the MIF terminal 1005 comes into contact with other electric contacts when mounting the lens ap-
paratus 200 to the camera body 100, the voltage level of the MIF terminal 1005 may change and the camera control
unit 101 may falsely detect mounting of the lens apparatus. If there is false detection of the lens apparatus 200 before
mounting of the lens apparatus 200 is complete, power source supply by the power source system terminals may be
started, which can lead to malfunctioning of the lens apparatus 200 and affect internal circuits of the lens apparatus 200.
Conversely, disposing the MIF terminal 1005 as in the present embodiment enables starting of power source supply
before the MIF terminals are connected to each other (before completion of mounting of the lens apparatus 200) to be
suppressed.
[0063] Note that the length of the MIF terminal 2005 of the lens apparatus 200 in the circumferential direction of the
mount unit 250 preferably is shorter than that of the other electric contacts. Accordingly, when mounting the lens apparatus
200 to the camera body 100, the MIF terminal 2005 can be made to be connected last of the multiple electric contacts.
In this case, power source supply from the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 200 can be performed after connection
of the other electric contacts has been completed. Also, when detaching the lens apparatus 200 from the camera body
100, the MIF terminal 2005 can be disengaged first out of the multiple electric contacts. In this case, supply of power
source from the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 200 can be immediately stopped when detaching the lens
apparatus 200 from the camera body 100. Note that it is sufficient for the length of the MIF terminal 2005 in the circum-
ferential direction of the mount unit 250 to be shorter than the other electric contacts by an amount equivalent of 1 degree
center angle.
[0064] The order of the array of the communication system terminals in the present embodiment is appropriately
decided, taking into consideration the roles of the terminals. Specifically, the CS terminal 1011 is disposed adjacent to
the DGND terminal 1012, and the DCA terminal 1010 is disposed on the other side of the CS terminal 1011 from the
DGND terminal 1012. In the same way, the CS terminal 2011 is disposed adjacent to the DGND terminal 2012, and the
DCA terminal 2010 is disposed on the other side of the CS terminal 2011 from the DGND terminal 2012. Accordingly,
electrical influence on the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 200 from unintentional connection among electric
contacts with each other is reduced, while increasing the communication speed of the third communication, which will
be described later.
[0065] Also, the DLC2 terminal 1009 used for second communication is provided between the DCA terminal 1010 and
the LCLK terminal 1008. In the same way, the DLC2 terminal 2009 used for second communication is provided between
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the DCA terminal 2010 and the LCLK terminal 2008. Accordingly, electrical influence on the camera body 100 and lens
apparatus 200 from unintentional connection among electric contacts with each other is reduced, which will be described
later.
[0066] Further, the first camera-side electric contact group is disposed at a position closer to the MIF terminal 1005
than any of the DLC2 terminal 1009, DCA terminal 1010, and CS terminal 1011. That is to say, the amount of sliding
that the electric contacts in the first camera-side electric contact group experience due to attaching/detaching of the
accessory device is smaller than that at any of the CS terminal 1011, DCA terminal 1010, and DLC2 terminal 1009.
Accordingly, defective communication due to wear of the electric contacts is reduced, which will be described later.
[0067] Next, a case of mounting the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device
500 will be described with reference to Figs. 5A and 5B. The intermediate accessory device 500 can perform third
communication with the camera body 100.
[0068] Figs. 5A and 5B are block diagrams illustrating a case of the lens apparatus 200 being mounted to the camera
body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 500. The intermediate accessory device 500 has the mount unit 550a
and mount unit 550b, as described earlier. The intermediate accessory device 500 also has an accessory control unit
501 that controls communication with the camera body 100 and performs processing in accordance with operation of
an operating member (omitted from illustration) provided to the intermediate accessory device 500. Operation of the
operating member is communicated to the accessory control unit 501 via an adapter operation input unit 502. An example
of an operating member is a function ring by which the aperture value can be set.
[0069] The mount unit 550a is the same as the above-described mount unit 250 of the lens apparatus 200. Accordingly,
in a state where the intermediate accessory device 500 has been mounted to the camera body 100, the electric contacts
2001 through 2012 provided to the mount unit 550a are in contact with the electric contacts 1001 through 1012 provided
to the camera body 100. The mount unit 550b also is the same as the above-described mount unit 150 of the camera
body 100. Accordingly, in a state where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the intermediate accessory device 500,
the electric contacts 1001 through 1012 provided to the mount unit 550b come into contact with the electric contacts
2001 through 2012 provided to the lens apparatus 200. The electric contacts 2001 through 2012 provided to the mount
unit 550a are connected to the electric contacts 1001 through 1012 provided to the mount unit 550b by wiring within the
intermediate accessory device 500.
[0070] Note that in the intermediate accessory device 500, the VDD terminal 2001 is also connected to an accessory
power supply unit 503, and is configured so as to supply electric power to the intermediate accessory device 500 as
well. In the present embodiment, the accessory power supply unit 503 generates power source of 3.0 V, and supplies
to the accessory control unit 501 and adapter operation input unit 502. The DCA terminal 2010 and CS terminal 2011
used for the third communication within the intermediate accessory device 500 are also connected to the accessory
control unit 501, so the intermediate accessory device 500 and camera body 100 can perform the third communication.
[0071] In a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory
device 500, the interface voltage of the first communication interface unit 102a and second/third communication interface
unit 102b is set to 3.0 V. The interface voltage of the lens-side communication interface unit 202 also is set to 3.0 V.
This so far has been a description of a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100.
[0072] Next, a case of mounting the lens apparatus 300 to the camera body 100 will be described with reference to
Figs. 6A and 6B. The lens apparatus 300 is a lens apparatus according to a conventional arrangement, as mentioned
earlier, and differs from the lens apparatus 200 according to the present embodiment. The lens apparatus 300 cannot
perform the second communication or the third communication with the camera body, but can perform the first commu-
nication. That is to say, the lens apparatus 300 corresponds to a first lens apparatus. The intermediate accessory device
400 can perform the third communication with the camera body.
[0073] Figs. 6A and 6B are block diagrams illustrating a case of the lens apparatus 300 being mounted to the camera
body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400. As described above, the intermediate accessory device 400 has
the mount units 450a and 450b. The intermediate accessory device 400 also has an adapter control unit 401 that performs
processing communication with the camera body 100, and processing in accordance with operations made at an operating
member omitted from illustration. Operations at the operating member are notified to the adapter control unit 401 via an
adapter operation input unit 402.
[0074] The mount unit 450a is the same as the mount unit 250 of the lens apparatus 200. Note however, that the
internal circuits of the intermediate accessory device 400 and the internal circuits of the lens apparatus 200 are different.
Specifically, the DCL terminal 2006, DLC terminal 2007, and LCLK terminal 2008, used for the first communication, are
not connected to the adapter control unit 401 within the intermediate accessory device 400, and are connected to the
corresponding electric contacts of the mount unit 450b by through wiring. On the other hand, the DCA terminal 2010
and CS terminal 2011 used for the third communication are connected to the adapter control unit 401 within the inter-
mediate accessory device 400. This is in order to perform the third communication between the intermediate accessory
device 400 and camera body 100, and not perform the first communication.
[0075] The DLC2 terminal 2009 used for the second communication is pulled down to the same level as the DGND
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terminal 2012 via resistance within the intermediate accessory device 400. This is because the lens apparatus 300 and
camera body 100 do not perform the second communication.
[0076] The TYPE terminal 2003 also is pulled down to the same level as the DGND terminal 2012 by a resistor 422
within the intermediate accessory device 400. The resistor 422 has a resistance value that is different from that of the
resistor 222 of the lens apparatus 200.
[0077] Next the electric contacts provided to the mount unit 450b and the mount unit 350 will be described. An electric
contact 3001 and an electric contact 4001 are terminals used to supply driving power from the VBAT terminal 1002 of
the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 300. The VBAT terminal 2002 is connected to the electric contact 4001 by
through wiring within the intermediate accessory device 400. Hereinafter, the electric contact 3001 and electric contact
4001 may also be referred to as "VBAT terminal 3001" and "VBAT terminal 4001". Note that in the present embodiment,
the voltage of power supplied to the lens apparatus 300 by the VBAT terminal 1002 is 4.5 V.
[0078] An electric contact 3004 and an electric contact 4004 are terminals used to supply communication power from
the VDD terminal 1001 of the camera body 100 to the lens apparatus 300. The VDD terminal 2001 is connected to the
electric contact 4004 by through wiring within the intermediate accessory device 400, and also is connected to an adapter
power source 403 within the intermediate accessory device 400. The adapter power source 403 generates a power
source of 3.0 V as a power source to supply to the adapter control unit 401 and the adapter operation input unit.
Hereinafter, the electric contact 3004 and electric contact 4004 may also be referred to as "VDD terminal 3004" and
"VDD terminal 4004". Note that in the present embodiment, the voltage of power supplied to the lens apparatus 200 by
the VDD terminal 1001 is 5.0 V.
[0079] An electric contact 3003 and an electric contact 4003 are terminals used to ground the driving systems of the
camera body 100 and lens apparatus 300. That is to say, these are ground terminals corresponding to the VBAT terminals.
The PGND terminal 2004 is connected to the electric contact 4003 by through wiring within the intermediate accessory
device 400. Hereinafter, the electric contact 3003 and electric contact 4003 may also be referred to as "PGND terminal
3003" and "PGND terminal 4003".
[0080] An electric contact 3008 and an electric contact 4008 are terminals used to ground the communication systems
of the camera body 100 and lens apparatus 300. That is to say, these are ground terminals corresponding to the VDD
terminals. The DGND terminal 2012 is connected to the electric contact 4008 by through wiring within the intermediate
accessory device 400. Hereinafter, the electric contact 3008 and electric contact 4008 may also be referred to as "DGND
terminal 3008" and "DGND terminal 4008".
[0081] An electric contact 3002 and an electric contact 4002 are terminals used to detect that the lens apparatus 300
has been mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400. Upon detecting that the lens
apparatus 300 has been mounted, the camera control unit 101 starts supplying power source to the lens apparatus 300.
The MIF terminal 2005 is connected to the electric contact 4002 by through wiring in the intermediate accessory device
400. Hereinafter, the electric contact 3002 and electric contact 4002 may also be referred to as MIF terminal 3002 and
MIF terminal 4002.
[0082] Electric contacts 3005 through 3007 and electric contacts 4005 through 4007 are terminals used for the later-
described first communication. The input/output of the electric contacts 3005 through 3007 is controlled by a lens control
unit 301 via a lens-side communication interface unit 302. Hereinafter, the electric contacts 3005, 3006, and 3007 may
also be referred to as DCL terminal 3005, DLC terminal 3006, and LCLK terminal 3007. The electric contacts 4005,
4006, and 4007 may also be referred to as DCL terminal 4005, DLC terminal 4006, and LCLK terminal 4007.
[0083] In a case where the lens apparatus 300 is mounted via the intermediate accessory device 400, the interface
voltages of the first communication interface unit 102a and the lens-side communication interface unit 302 are set to 5.0
V (second voltage) that is the same as the voltage supplied from the VDD terminals. The second voltage is a voltage
that is different from the first voltage.
[0084] On the other hand, the interface voltage of the second/third communication interface unit 102b is set to 3.0 V.
That is to say, in a case where the lens apparatus 300 is mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory
device 400, the communication voltage of the first communication and the communication voltage of the third commu-
nication are different from each other. In a case where the lens apparatus 300 is mounted to the camera body 100 via
the intermediate accessory device 400, the second communication is not performed, which will be described later.
[0085] This so far has been a description of the configuration of the camera body 100 and of accessory devices that
can be mounted to the camera body 100. Next, the function of the TYPE terminal 1003 will be described in detail.
[0086] An assumption will be made in the following description that the power source voltage the TYPE terminal 1003
is pulled up to within the camera body 100 is 3.3 V. Assumption will also be made that the resistance value of the resistor
125 is 100 kΩ, the resistance value of the resistor 126 is 1 kΩ, the resistance value of the resistor 222 is 33 kΩ, and the
resistance value of the resistor 422 is 300 kΩ. The voltage value input to a TYPE_IN terminal is converted into digital
signals of 10-bit resolution by an AD converter that is omitted from illustration.
[0087] Fig. 7A is an illustration of peripheral circuits of the TYPE terminal 1003 in a state where the lens apparatus
200 is mounted to the camera body 100. In this case, the value input to the TYPE_IN terminal of the camera control unit
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101 is a value where the power source voltage (3.3 V) has been divided by the resistor 125 and resistor 222 and A-to-
D converted, and is approximately "0x0103".
[0088] Also, Fig. 7B is an illustration of peripheral circuits of the TYPE terminal 1003 in a state where the lens apparatus
300 is mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400. In this case, the value input to the
TYPE_IN terminal of the camera control unit 101 is a value where the power source voltage (3.3 V) has been divided
by the resistor 125 and resistor 422 and A-to-D converted, and is approximately "0x0300".
[0089] Thus, the value input to the TYPE_IN terminal can be made to differ in accordance with the type of accessory
device mounted to the camera body 100, by differing the resistance values of the resistor 422 of the intermediate
accessory device 400 and the resistance value of the resistor 222 of the lens apparatus 200. Accordingly, the camera
control unit 101 can distinguish the type of accessory device mounted to the camera body 100 using the value input to
the TYPE_IN terminal.
[0090] However, in a case where there is some sort of abnormality that has occurred with regard to the connection
state of the TYPE terminal 1003 and the TYPE terminals 2003, an unanticipated value may be input to the TYPE IN
terminal. If the camera control unit 101 determines that there is some sort of accessory device mounted to the camera
body 100 regardless of some sort of abnormality occurring in the mounting state of the accessory device, nonrated
voltage may be applied to the accessory device, which should be avoided. Accordingly, a case where some sort of
abnormality occurs with regard to the connection state of the TYPE terminal 1003 and the TYPE terminals 2003 will be
considered with reference to Figs. 7C through 7E.
[0091] Fig. 7C is an illustration of peripheral circuits of the TYPE terminal 1003 in a state where the TYPE terminal
1003 and TYPE terminal 2003 are not in contact, even though mounting of the accessory device to the camera body
100 has been completed, due to faulty contact or the like. In this case, the voltage value input to the TYPE_IN terminal
is decided by the resistor 125 (100 kΩ) in the camera body 100 alone, and the value after A-to-D conversion is approx-
imately "0x03FF".
[0092] Fig. 7D is an illustration of peripheral circuits of the TYPE terminal 1003 in a state where the TYPE terminal
1003 and the VBAT terminal 1002 have short-circuited. A case will be considered here where determination of the type
of accessory device mounted to the camera body 100 is performed before supply of power source to the VBAT terminal
1002 and VBAT terminal 2002. In a case where the voltages of the VBAT terminal 1002 and VBAT terminal 2002 when
power source is not being supplied are the same as that of the PGND terminals, the voltage of the TYPE terminal 1003
becomes generally equal to the voltage of the PGND terminals when the TYPE terminal 1003 and VBAT terminal 1002
short-circuit. At this time, the value input to the TYPE_IN terminal is decided by the ratio of voltage dividing by the resistor
125 (100 kΩ) and the resistor 126 (1 kΩ) within the camera body 100, and is approximately "0x000A".
[0093] Next, a case will be considered where determination of the type of the accessory device mounted to the camera
body 100 is performed after supply of power source to the VBAT terminal 1002 and VBAT terminal 2002. In this case,
if the TYPE terminal 1003 and the VBAT terminal 1002 short-circuit, VBAT voltage (4.5 V in the present embodiment)
will be applied to the TYPE terminal 1003. The value input to the TYPE_IN terminal at this time is approximately "0x03FF".
[0094] Fig. 7E is an illustration of peripheral circuits of the TYPE terminal 1003 in a state where the TYPE terminal
1003 and the PGND terminal 1004 have short-circuited. In a case where the TYPE terminal 1003 and the PGND terminal
1004 have short-circuited, the voltage of the TYPE terminal 1003 is approximately equal to the voltage of the PGND
terminal 1004 (voltage of the reference potential for VBAT voltage). At this time, the value input to the TYPE_IN terminal
is decided by the ratio of voltage dividing by the resistor 125 (100 kΩ) and the resistor 126 (1 kΩ) within the camera
body 100, and is approximately "0x000A".
[0095] As described above, in a case where some sort of abnormality occurs in the connection state of the TYPE
terminal 1003 and TYPE terminal 2003, the voltage of the TYPE terminal 1003 becomes generally equal to the VBAT
voltage or the voltage of the PGND terminal 1004. Accordingly, the range of voltage of the TYPE terminal 1003 where
determination is made in the present embodiment that a lens apparatus is properly mounted to the camera body 100 is
set to a voltage range that does not include the VBAT voltage and the voltage of the PGND terminal 1004. The Table
below is a correlation table of input values of the TYPE terminal and results of the camera control unit 101 distinguishing
states of mounting.

Table

TYPE_IN
0x0000 through 

0x007F
0x0080 through 

0x017F
0x0180 through 

0x027F
0x0280 through 

0x037F
0x0380 through 

0x03FF

Determination 
results Error

Lens apparatus 
200 -

Lens apparatus 
300 Error

Communication 
voltage - 3.0 V - 5.0 V -
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[0096] It can be seen from the Table that the camera control unit 101 determines the lens apparatus 200 to be mounted
to the camera body 100 if the input value of the TYPE_IN terminal is in the range of "0x0080 through 0x017F". This
range "0x0080 through 0x017F" does not include the input value of the TYPE IN terminal in a case where the voltage
of the TYPE terminal 1003 is the VBAT voltage or the voltage of the PGND terminal 1004. Accordingly, the camera
control unit 101 can determine that the lens apparatus 200 has been mounted to the camera body 100 only in a case
where the lens apparatus 200 has been properly mounted to the camera body 100. In a case of having determined that
the lens apparatus 200 has been mounted, the camera control unit 101 performs communication with the lens apparatus
200 using communication voltage 3.0 V.
[0097] In the same way, the camera control unit 101 determines the lens apparatus 300 to be mounted to the camera
body 100 if the input value of the TYPE_IN terminal is in the range of "0x0280 through 0x037F". This range "0x0280
through 0x037F" does not include the input value of the TYPE_IN terminal in a case where the voltage of the TYPE
terminal 1003 is the VBAT voltage or the voltage of the PGND terminal 1004. Accordingly, the camera control unit 101
can determine that the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted to the camera body 100 only in a case where the lens
apparatus 300 has been properly mounted to the camera body 100. In a case of having determined that the lens apparatus
300 has been mounted, the camera control unit 101 performs communication with the lens apparatus 300 using com-
munication voltage 5.0 V. Thus, determining the correlation between the input values of the TYPE IN terminal and the
results of the camera control unit 101 determining the state of mounting enables the type of mounted lens apparatus to
be appropriately distinguished.
[0098] On the other hand, the camera control unit 101 determines that some sort of abnormality is occurring with
regard to the mounting state of the camera body 100 and the accessory device if the input value of the TYPE IN terminal
is in the range of "0x0000 through 0x007F". This range "0x0000 through 0x007F" includes the input value of the TYPE_IN
terminal "0x000A" in a case where the voltages of the TYPE terminal 1003 and the PGND terminal 1004 are generally
equal. In this case, the camera control unit 101 does not communicate with the lens apparatus mounted to the camera
body. Thus, nonrated voltage can be prevented from being applied to the accessory device in a case where an abnormality
has occurred in the connection state of the TYPE terminal.
[0099] Again, the camera control unit 101 determines that some sort of abnormality is occurring with regard to the
mounting state of the camera body 100 and the accessory device if the input value of the TYPE_IN terminal is in the
range of "0x0380 through 0x03FF". This range "0x0380 through 0x03FF" includes the input value of the TYPE_IN terminal
"0x03FF" in a case where the voltage of the TYPE terminal 1003 and the VBAT voltage are generally equal. In this case,
the camera control unit 101 does not communicate with the lens apparatus mounted to the camera body. Thus, nonrated
voltage can be prevented from being applied to the accessory device in a case where an abnormality has occurred in
the connection state of the TYPE terminal.
[0100] Next, an operation flow of the camera body 100 will be described with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 8. This
flow is carried out following a computer program stored in the camera control unit 101. The flowchart in Fig. 8 starts from
a state where the power source of the camera body 100 is turned on by operation of a power switch of the camera body
100 that is omitted from illustration. Note that steps in the flowchart are indicated by "S".
[0101] First, the camera control unit 101 obtains the voltage value of an MIF_IN terminal in S601, and stores this in
a random access memory (RAM) region that is omitted from illustration.
[0102] Next, in S602, the camera control unit 101 determines whether or not the voltage value of the MIF_IN terminal
stored in S601 is at a Low level. In a case where the voltage value of the MIF_IN terminal is not at the Low level, no
lens apparatus is mounted to the camera body 100, so the flow returns to S601 (No in S602). In a case where the voltage
value of the MIF_IN terminal is at the Low level, determination is made that a lens apparatus is mounted to the camera
body 100, and the flow advances to S603.
[0103] In S603, the camera control unit 101 obtains the voltage value of TYPE_IN, and stores this in a RAM region
omitted from illustration.
[0104] Determination is made in S604 regarding whether or not the value of TYPE_IN stored in S603 is within the
range of 0x0080 or above and 0x017F or below. If Yes is returned in S604, the camera control unit 101 determines that
the lens apparatus that has been mounted is the lens apparatus 200. In this case, the flow advances to S605.
[0105] In S605, the camera control unit 101 controls the power source switching unit 104 so that the power supply
voltage supplied to the first communication interface unit 102a is 3.0 V.
[0106] Thereafter, supply of power source to the VDD terminal 1001 by the power source unit 103 is started in S606,
and communication with the lens apparatus 200 by the first communication is started in S607.
[0107] On the other hand, in a case where No is returned in S604, the flow advances to S608, where determination
is made whether or not the value of TYPE_IN stored in S603 is within the range of 0x0180 or above and 0x02FF or
below. If Yes is returned in S608, the camera control unit 101 determines that the lens apparatus that has been mounted
is the lens apparatus 300. In this case, the flow advances to S609.
[0108] In S609, the camera control unit 101 controls the power source switching unit 104 so that the power supply
voltage supplied to the first communication interface unit 102a is 5.0 V.
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[0109] Thereafter, power source supply to the VDD terminal 1001 by the power source unit 103 is started in S610,
and in S611 the first communication with the lens apparatus 300 is started.
[0110] On the other hand, in a case where No is returned in S608, the flow advances to S612. In this case, the camera
control unit 101 determines that the accessory device that has been mounted is an accessory device that the camera
body 100 cannot control, or that an abnormality is occurring in the mounting state, and the flow advances to S613.
[0111] In S613, the camera control unit 101 does not perform communication with the accessory, and makes a display
on a display unit, omitted from illustration, that is provided to the camera body 100, to the effect that a connection error
has occurred.
[0112] Determination of whether or not the power source of the camera body 100 has been turned off, by an operation
of the power switch of the camera body 100, is made in S614. If determination is made that the power switch has been
turned off, processing is performed to turn the power source off. Otherwise, the flow advances to S615.
[0113] In S615, the camera control unit 101 reads in the voltage value at the MIF_IN terminal, and stores this in a
RAM region that is omitted from illustration.
[0114] In S616, determination is made regarding whether the voltage value of MIF_IN stored in S615 is equivalent to
a High level. If the voltage value of MIF_IN is High, determination is made that the lens apparatus which had been
mounted to the camera body 100 has been detached. On the other hand, in a case where the voltage value of MIF_IN
is Low, determination is made that the lens apparatus remains mounted, and the flow returns to S614.
[0115] In S617, the camera control unit 101 stops communication with the lens apparatus, and in S618 supply of power
source to the VDD terminal 1001 by the power source unit 103 is stopped. Thereafter, the flow advances to S601.
[0116] Next, communication performed between the camera body 100 and an accessory device mounted to the camera
body 100 will be described. First, the first communication will be described. The first communication is one type of
communication performed between the camera body 100 and a lens apparatus mounted to the camera body 100. The
first communication is performed using the LCLK terminals, DCL terminal, and DLC terminals. Further, the first commu-
nication is carried out using a clock-synchronous serial communication method. Note that the first communication may
be performed using an asynchronous serial communication method. It that case, the LCLK terminal is used as a terminal
to notify the lens apparatus of a data transmission request from the camera body 100.
[0117] The lens apparatus 200 and lens apparatus 300 both handle the first communication. However, the communi-
cation voltage for the first communication differs between the lens apparatus 200 and the lens apparatus 300, as described
earlier.
[0118] The camera body 100 transmits a control command for controlling the lens apparatus, to the lens apparatus
by the first communication. The control command includes commands for driving the driving units (omitted from illustration)
of the lens apparatus. Examples of driving units of the lens apparatus include a focus lens, zoom lens, and diaphragm.
[0119] The lens apparatus that has received the control command transmitted by the first communication performs
operation in accordance with the command. In response to the control command, the lens apparatus transmits information
relating to the state of itself (state information) to the camera body 100, by the first communication. Information relating
to state as used here includes information relating to position of focus lens, focal length, and aperture value. Thus, the
first communication is communication primarily used for controlling the lens apparatus.
[0120] Next, the second communication will be described. The second communication is a type of communication
performed between the camera body 100 and the lens apparatus 200 mounted to the camera body 100, and is asyn-
chronous communication performed using the DLC2 terminals 1009 and 2009. Note that the second communication is
not performed when the lens apparatus 300 is mounted to the camera body 100, since the lens apparatus 300 does not
have a DLC2 terminal. That is to say, the second communication is performed in a case where the communication
voltage of the first communication is the first voltage, and is not performed in a case where the communication voltage
of the first communication is the second voltage. Accordingly, the DLC2 terminal 1009 is not used in a case where the
lens apparatus 300 is mounted to the camera body 100.
[0121] In the second communication, the lens apparatus 200 serves as the communication master, and transmits the
optical data such as the position of the focus lens, the position of the zoom lens, aperture value, state of the image
stabilization lens, and so forth, at the lens apparatus 200, to the camera body 100. The type and order of data that the
lens apparatus 200 transmits to the camera body 100 using the second communication is specified by the camera body
100 using the first communication.
[0122] Now, the flow of the second communication will be described with reference to Fig. 9. The flowchart in Fig. 9
starts from the timing at which imaging control is started. Note that steps are represented by S in the flowchart.
[0123] In S1401, the camera body 100 transmits to the lens apparatus 200 a start request requesting start of the
second communication, using the first communication. The start request transmitted in S1401 includes registration
communication commands in which the type of data that the camera body 100 desires to receive from the lens apparatus
200 using the second communication, and the order of reception, are registered beforehand.
[0124] The lens apparatus 200 receives the start request from the camera body 100 in S1411. In S1412, the lens
apparatus 200 generates the types of data specified by the registration communication command included in the start
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request, in the specified order.
[0125] In S1413, the lens apparatus 200 transmits the data generated in S1412 to the camera body 100 using the
second communication. That is to say, the lens apparatus 200 transmits the data generated in S1412 to the camera
body 100 using the DLC2 terminal 2009.
[0126] The camera body 100 receives the data transmitted from the lens apparatus 200 by second communication in
S1402.
[0127] In a case where imaging control is started again after S1402 or S1413, the control illustrated in Fig. 9 is started
again.
[0128] Thus, the start request for the second communication is made by the first communication, and transmission of
data from the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100 by the second communication is performed using the DLC2
terminal 2009. Accordingly, providing the DLC2 terminal 2009 separate from the electric contacts used for first commu-
nication, and performing the second communication, enables optical data to be transmitted from the lens apparatus 200
to the camera body 100 without interfering with other communication that needs to be performed by the first communi-
cation. It should be noted that the second communication cannot be performed if the first communication has not been
established, since the start request for the second communication is given using the first communication.
[0129] Next, the third communication will be described. The third communication is communication performed among
the lens apparatus 200, intermediate accessory device 400, intermediate accessory device 500, and camera body 100,
and is asynchronous communication carried out using the DCA terminals and CS terminals.
[0130] As described earlier, the lens apparatus 300 does not have a DCA terminal or CS terminal, and so the camera
body 100 and lens apparatus 300 do not perform the third communication in a case where the lens apparatus 300 is
mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400. However, in this case, the camera body
100 and the intermediate accessory device 400 may perform the third communication.
[0131] In the third communication, the communication master is the camera body 100 and the communication slaves
are the lens apparatus 200, intermediate accessory device 400, and intermediate accessory device 500. Although Figs.
5A and 5B illustrate only one intermediate accessory device 500 being mounted between the camera body 100 and lens
apparatus 200, there are cases where multiple intermediate accessory devices are mounted between the camera body
100 and lens apparatus 200. Accordingly, in the third communication, there are cases where multiple communication
slaves are serially connected to one communication master. Accordingly, in the third communication, communication
can be performed in a broadcast communication mode where the camera body 100 transmits signals to the multiple
accessories at the same time, and peer-to-peer (P2P) mode where a particular slave is specified and communication
is performed.
[0132] The DCA terminals both function as terminals to transmit/receive data in the broadcast communication mode
and P2P mode in the third communication. On the other hand, the functions of the CS terminals differ between the
broadcast communication mode and P2P mode. Hereinafter, the functions of the CS terminals in the broadcast com-
munication mode and P2P mode will be described, by way of an example of a case where the lens apparatus 200 is
mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 500.
[0133] Fig. 10 illustrates communication control timing in broadcast communication exchanged among the camera
control unit 101, lens control unit 201, and accessory control unit 501. The CS terminals of the camera control unit 101,
lens control unit 201, and accessory control unit 501, are expressed as CS (camera), CS (lens), and CS (accessory).
Also, the outputs of the DCA terminals of the camera control unit 101, lens control unit 201, and accessory control unit
501, are expressed as DCA (camera), DCA (lens), and DCA (accessory), respectively. The signal waveform of a signal
line made up of the CS terminals (CS signal line) and signal waveform of a signal line made up of the DCA terminals
(DCA signal line) are respectively denoted by CS and DCA. Fig. 10 illustrates a case of the accessory control unit 501
performing broadcast communication to the camera control unit 101 and lens control unit 201 in response to broadcast
communication performed from the camera control unit 101 to the lens control unit 201 and accessory control unit 501.
[0134] At the timing of (1) shown in Fig. 10, the camera control unit 101 that is the communication master outputs Low
to the CS terminals, to notify the lens control unit 201 and accessory control unit 501 that are communication slaves,
that broadcast communication is going to be started. Next, at the timing of (2) shown in Fig. 10, the camera control unit
101 outputs data to be transmitted, to the DCA terminals.
[0135] Upon detecting a start bit ST of the signal input from their DCA terminals at the timing of (3) in Fig. 10, the lens
control unit 201 and accessory control unit 501 start Low output to their CS terminals. Note that at this point, the camera
control unit 101 is already outputting Low to the CS terminal at the timing of (1), so the level on the CS signal line is
unchanged.
[0136] When output of the data to be transmitted has been completed up to the stop bit SP at the timing of (4) in Fig.
10, the camera control unit 101 releases the Low output to the CS terminal at the timing of (5). On the other hand, upon
having received up to the stop bit SP, the lens control unit 201 and accessory control unit 501 perform analysis of the
received data and internal processing relating to the received data. In a case where the internal processing has been
completed, and preparation has been made to receive the next data, the lens control unit 201 and accessory control
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unit 501 release the Low output to their CS terminals at the timing of (6) and (7), respectively.
[0137] Now, the amount of time required for the analysis of the received data and internal processing relating to the
received data differs depending on the processing abilities of the individual control units. Accordingly, each control unit
needs to comprehend the timing at which the internal processing relating to the received data has been completed at
all of the other microprocessors.
[0138] Note that the CS terminals in the present embodiment are open-type output terminals, as mentioned earlier.
Accordingly, when all of the camera control unit 101, lens control unit 201, and accessory control unit 501 release the
Low output to their respective CS terminals, the level on the CS signal line goes to High. That is to say, the control units
that are involved in the broadcast communication can judge that preparation for the next communication has been made
at the other control units, by confirming that the level of the CS signals line has gone to High, and accordingly can
appropriately perform the next communication.
[0139] At the timing of (8), the accessory control unit 501 starts Low output to the CS terminal, to notify the camera
control unit 101 and lens control unit 201 that broadcast communication is going to be started. Next, the accessory
control unit 501 outputs data to be transmitted to the DCA terminal at the timing of (9).
[0140] Upon having detected the start bit ST input from their DCA terminals, the camera control unit 101 and lens
control unit 201 start Low output to their CS terminals at the timing of (10). Note that the accessory control unit 501 has
already started Low output to the CS terminal at this point, so the level of the CS signal line is unchanged. After completing
output of the stop bit SP at the timing of (11), the accessory control unit 501 releases the Low output to the CS terminal
at the timing of (12).
[0141] After having received the stop bit SP input from their DCA terminals, the camera control unit 101 and lens
control unit 201 perform analysis of the received data and internal processing associated with the received data. After
preparation to receive the next data has been made, the camera control unit 101 and lens control unit 201 release the
Low output to their CS terminals, at the timing of (13) and (14), respectively. Thus, the CS terminals serve in broadcast
communication to make notification of timing to start broadcast communication and timing that preparation for reception
has been completed at all microprocessors, by change in voltage.
[0142] Next, the functions to the CS terminal in P2P communication will be described. Fig. 11 illustrates communication
timing on P2P communication exchanged between the camera control unit 101, lens control unit 201, and accessory
control unit 501. An example will be described here where one byte worth of data is transmitted from the camera control
unit 101 to the lens control unit 201, and the lens control unit 201 transmits two bytes worth of data to the camera control
unit 101 in response to that data.
[0143] First, the camera control unit 101 uses the DCA terminal to transmit a command to the lens control unit 201 to
cause particular data to be transmitted, at the timing of (1) shown in Fig. 11. After the timing of (2) where output has
been completed up to the stop bit SP, the camera control unit 101 starts Low output to the CS terminal at the timing of
(3). The camera control unit 101 performs preparation to receive data while outputting Low to the CS terminal, and at
the timing of (4) where preparation has been made, releases the Low output to the CS terminal.
[0144] On the other hand, after having detected the Low signal at the CS terminal output by the camera control unit
101, the lens control unit 201 analyzes the command received from the camera control unit 101, and performs internal
processing relating to this command. After having confirmed that the Low output of the CS terminal has been released,
the lens control unit 201 transmits data, corresponding to the command received from the camera control unit 101, from
the DCA terminal. After the timing of (6) where output has been completed up to output of the stop bit SP of the second
byte, the lens control unit 201 starts Low output to the CS terminal at the timing of (7).
[0145] Subsequently, the lens control unit 201 releases Low output to the CS terminal at the timing of (8) where
preparation for reception of the next data has been made. Note that the accessory control unit 501, which has not been
specified as a communication party in the P2P communication is not involved in operation of the CS signal line and DCA
signal line whatsoever. Thus, in the P2P mode, the CS terminals notify the timing at which data transmission has been
completed at the data transmitting side device, and the timing at which preparation for data reception has been completed
at the data receiving side device, by change in voltage value.
[0146] As described above, in the third communication, the functions of the CS terminals are different between the
broadcast communication mode and the P2P mode. This realizes the broadcast communication mode and the P2P
mode using only two signal lines. Further, transmission/reception of data in the third communication is performed by the
DCA terminals of which the input/output interface is a CMOS type. Accordingly, high-speed communication can be
realized even if the input/output interface of the CS terminals, which are used simply for notification of various types of
timings in the third communication, are of the open type.
[0147] Next, communication voltage of the first through third communication will be described. In a case where the
lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100, the first communication, the second communication, and the
third communication can be performed, as described earlier. On the other hand, in a case where the lens apparatus 300
is mounted to the camera body 100, the first communication and the third communication can be performed. That is to
say, the case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100 has more types of communication to
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be performed as compared to a case where the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted. Accordingly, the communication
voltage in the case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100 is preferably lower from the
perspective of reducing power consumption. To this end, the communication voltage for the first communication in a
case where the lens apparatus 200 has been mounted (3.0 V) is set to be lower than the communication voltage in a
case where the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted (5.0 V).
[0148] Also, the configuration of the second/third communication interface unit 202b can be simplified by the commu-
nication voltage of the third communication being the same between a case where the lens apparatus 200 has been
mounted and a case where the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted. At this time, the communication voltage of the
third communication preferably is equal to the lower of the communication voltage of the first communication in a case
where the lens apparatus 200 has been mounted and the communication voltage of the first communication in a case
where the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted. Accordingly, the power consumption for performing the third commu-
nication can be reduced.
[0149] Next, the array order of electric contacts will be described, taking into consideration the circuit configurations
and roles of the electric contacts of the camera body 100, lens apparatus 200, and intermediate accessory devices 400
and 500 into consideration. As described above, drive control and obtaining state information of the lens apparatus 200
and lens apparatus 300 is performed by the first communication. Accordingly, even if the second communication and
the third communication cannot be performed due to faulty contact among the electric contacts, primary control of the
lens apparatus 200 and lens apparatus 300 can be performed as long as the first communication has been established.
Conversely, if the first communication becomes unavailable due to faulty contact among the electric contacts, the camera
body 100 can no longer control the lens apparatus 200 or lens apparatus 300. Accordingly, it can be said that the electric
contacts used for the first communication are more important as compared to the electric contacts used for the second
communication and the third communication.
[0150] Accordingly, the electric contacts are arrayed in the present embodiment such that the amount of wear of the
first camera-side electric contact group due to mounting and detaching accessory devices is smaller than the electric
contacts 1009 through 1011 used for the second communication or the third communication. This will be described with
reference to Figs. 4A and 4B.
[0151] When mounting the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100, the lens apparatus 200 moves (rotates) from
the position illustrated in Fig. 4B to the position illustrated in Fig. 4A, with respect to the camera body 100. At this time,
each of the electric contacts held by the camera-side contact holding member 154 come into contact with the electric
contacts held by the accessory-side contact holding member 254 at least once. The greater the number of times that
an electric contact comes into contact with the electric contacts held at the accessory-side contact holding member 254,
the greater the amount of wear is.
[0152] The timings at which the electric contacts 1001 through 1012 start to come into contact with the electric contacts
held by the accessory-side contact holding member 254 during a period from starting to mount the lens apparatus 200
to the camera body 100 up to the mounting being completed differ for each. For example, the DGND terminal 1012
comes into contact with an electric contact held at the accessory-side contact holding member 254 the earliest of all the
electric contacts 1001 through 1012 when mounting the lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100. The DGND terminal
1012 comes into contact with the electric contacts 2005 through 2012 until mounting of the lens apparatus 200 is
complete, so the number of times that the DGND terminal 1012 comes into contact with electric contacts held at the
accessory-side contact holding member 254 is eight. On the other hand, the CS terminal 1011 that comes into contact
with the electric contacts held at the accessory-side contact holding member 254 next after the DGND terminal 1012
comes into contact with the electric contacts 2005 through 2011 until mounting of the lens apparatus 200 is complete,
so the number of times that the CS terminal 1011 comes into contact with electric contacts held at the accessory-side
contact holding member 254 is seven, which is less than that of the DGND terminal 1012. Thus, when mounting the
lens apparatus 200 to the camera body 100, the earlier the timing of an electric contact starting to come into contact
with the electric contacts held by the accessory-side contact holding member 254 is, the greater the number of times of
contact with the electric contacts held by the accessory-side contact holding member 254 is.
[0153] In the array of electric contacts according to the present embodiment, when mounting the lens apparatus 200,
the electric contacts 1009 through 1011 that are used for the second or third communication come into contact with
electric contacts provided at the accessory-side contact holding member 254 before the electric contacts 1006 through
1008 that are used for the first communication. According to this array of the electric contacts, the amount of wear of
the first camera-side electric contact group used for the first communication can be reduced as compared to that of the
electric contacts 1009 through 1011 that are used for the second or third communication. Thus, occurrence of faulty
communication due to wear of the electric contacts can be reduced.
[0154] Note that the electric contacts 2006 through 2008, which are the first lens-side electric contact group, can be
said to be disposed at a position where the amount of wear when mounting and detaching the lens apparatus 200 to
and from the camera body 100 is greater as compared to the electric contacts 2009 through 2011. However, multiple
types of camera accessories are mounted to the camera body 100 as illustrated in Fig. 1, and so the amount of wear of
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the electric contacts at the lens apparatus 200 is smaller than that at the camera body 100. Accordingly, the electric
contacts are arrayed in the present embodiment so that the amount of wear of the first camera-side electric contact
group is smaller, giving consideration to the electric contacts at the camera body 100 side where the electric contacts
wear more readily.
[0155] Next, the order of the array of the DGND terminal, CS terminal, and DCA terminal will be described with reference
to Figs. 12A and 12B. First, a case will be considered as a comparative example, in which the DCA terminal is disposed
adjacent to the DGND terminal. The peripheral circuits of the CS terminal, DCA terminal, and DGND terminal in this
case are illustrated in Fig. 12A. The DCA terminal is a CMOS type input/output interface terminal, as described earlier.
In a case where the DGND terminal and DCA terminal are short-circuited due to an electroconductive foreign substance
becoming lodged between the camera body and the accessory device in Fig. 12A or the like, when High level is output
to the DCA terminal, a large current will flow from the DCA terminal toward the DGND terminal. This is because the
resistance of the CMOS type interface is low when outputting High level. In this case, a great current may flow into the
accessory device and the camera body that is performing the third communication, and affect the internal circuits.
[0156] On the other hand, the CS terminal is disposed between the DCA terminal and DGND terminal in the present
embodiment. Fig. 12B illustrates the peripheral circuits of the CS terminal, DCA terminal, and DGND terminal of the
camera body 100 and the lens apparatus 200 serving as an accessory device according to the present embodiment.
As described above, the CS terminal is an open type output terminal. Accordingly, even if the DGND terminal and CS
terminal short-circuit in Fig. 12B, only a small current will flow to the DGND terminal. This is because the CS terminal is
pulled up to the power source potential via a resistor. Thus, this arrangement where the electric contact adjacent to the
DGND terminal is the CS terminal which is an open type output terminal enables electrical effects on the internal circuits
of the accessory device and camera body 100 to be reduced in a case where electric contacts are connected to each
other unintentionally.
[0157] The DLC2 terminal is disposed adjacent to the electric contact group used for the first communication in the
present embodiment. That is to say, the DLC2 terminal is disposed adjacent to the LCLK terminal. The reason for this
will be described by way of comparison with a case where the CS terminal or DCA terminal used for the first communication
is disposed. Assumption will be made in the following that the lens apparatus 300 has been mounted to the camera
body via an intermediate accessory device that is capable of the third communication with the camera body. Accordingly,
the communication voltage of the first communication is 5.0 V, the communication voltage of the third communication
is 3.0 V, and second communication is not performed.
[0158] Fig. 13A illustrates the peripheral circuits of the LCLK terminal and CS terminal in a case where the CS terminal
is disposed adjacent to the LCLK terminal. The LCLK terminal is pulled up to 5.0 V, which is the communication voltage
for first communication, at each of the camera body and lens apparatus 300. On the other hand, the CS terminal is pulled
up to 3.0 V, which is the communication voltage for the third communication at the camera body and the intermediate
accessory device. Now, if an electroconductive foreign substance 90 becomes lodged between the LCLK terminal and
the CS terminal, and the LCLK terminal and the CS terminal are short-circuited, voltage exceeding 3.0 V may be applied
to the CS terminal. At this time, voltage exceeding the operating voltage (3.0 V) will be applied to the second/third
communication interface unit of the camera body and the accessory control unit of the intermediate accessory device,
which is undesirable.
[0159] Fig. 13B illustrates the peripheral circuits of the LCLK terminal and DCA terminal in a case where the DCA
terminal is disposed adjacent to the LCLK terminal. The DCA terminal is pulled up to 3.0 V, which is the communication
voltage for the third communication at the camera body and the intermediate accessory device. Now, if an electrocon-
ductive foreign substance 90 becomes lodged between the LCLK terminal and the DCA terminal, and the LCLK terminal
and the DCA terminal are short-circuited, voltage exceeding 3.0 V may be applied to the DCA terminal. At this time,
voltage exceeding the operating voltage (3.0 V) will be applied to the second/third communication interface unit of the
camera body and the accessory control unit of the intermediate accessory device, which is undesirable.
[0160] Fig. 13C illustrates the peripheral circuits of the LCLK terminal and DLC2 terminal in a case where the lens
apparatus 300 is mounted to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400. The second communication
is not performed at this time, so the DLC2 terminal is not used. Accordingly, even if the LCLK terminal and the DLC2
terminal are short-circuited, the internal circuits of the camera body 100 and intermediate accessory device 400 are not
readily affected in the present embodiment.
[0161] Note that in a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100, the second communication
is performed, but the communication voltage of the first communication and the second communication is 3.0 V for both.
Accordingly, even in a case where the LCLK terminal and DLC2 terminal are short-circuited, excessive voltage will not
be applied to the internal circuits of the camera body 100 or lens apparatus 200. According to the above, it can be said
the electric contact adjacent to the electric contact group used for first communication is the DLC2 terminal not used
when the lens apparatus 300 is mounted.
[0162] Further, in a case where the lens apparatus 200 is mounted to the camera body 100, the second communication
and the third communication can be performed at the same time. In this case, even if the DLC2 terminal and the DCA
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terminal are short-circuited, excessive voltage will not be applied to the internal circuits of the camera body 100 or lens
apparatus 200, since the communication voltage for the second communication and the third communication is 3.0 V.
Accordingly, the CS terminal or DCA terminal is preferably adjacent to the DLC2 terminal. Also, the DLC2 terminal is
disposed between the LCLK terminal and the CS terminal or DCA terminal in this case, so short-circuiting of the LCLK
terminal and the CS terminal or DCA terminal can be made to occur less readily. Accordingly, short-circuiting among
electric contacts that perform communication at different communication voltages can be prevented when mounting the
lens apparatus 300 to the camera body 100 via the intermediate accessory device 400.
[0163] Although a configuration has been described in the above embodiment where a device having one of a camera
mount and an accessory mount is actually rotated as to a device having the other mount, thereby bayonet-coupling the
devices to each other, this is not restrictive. For example, a configuration may be employed where a camera mount and
accessory mount are relatively rotated, and the camera mount and accessory mount are bayonet-coupled. Specifics of
this will be described in detail below.
[0164] Fig. 14 is a disassembled perspective view of a mount mechanism 5000 according to a modification of the
present invention. Figs. 15A through 15C are diagrams for exemplarily describing a non-coupled state of the mount
mechanism 5000 according to the modification of the present invention. Figs. 16A through 16C are diagrams for exem-
plarily describing a coupled state of the mount mechanism 5000 according to the modification of the present invention.
In Figs. 14 through 16C, the lens mount 250 that is capable of bayonet-coupling to a movable mount portion 5010 of
the mount mechanism 5000 is also illustrated, for the sake of description. Members that are the same as in the above-
described embodiment are denoted by the same reference numerals, and description thereof will be omitted.
[0165] As illustrated in Fig. 14, the mount mechanism 5000 according to the present modification has, in order from
the side to which the lens mount 250 is attached, an operation portion 5030, a fixed mount portion 5020, the movable
mount portion 5010, and the contact holding member 154, centered on the optical axis 3000. The operation portion 5030
is ring-shaped operating means capable of rotating on a center axis, and is fixed to the movable mount portion 5010 by
screws, by arm portions 5040. Note that in the present modification, the operation portion 5030 and movable mount
portion 5010 are fixed at two positions, using two arm portions 5040 disposed in an orthogonal direction as to the center
axis. According to this configuration, by the operation portion 5030 being rotationally operated, the movable mount
portion 5010 also rotates integrally with the center axis as the center.
[0166] Provided on the movable mount portion 5010 are movable mount claws 5011a, 5011b, and 5011c, that are
each capable of bayonet-coupling with bayonet claws 252a through 252c provided to the lens mount 250. Also provided
to the movable mount portion 5010 is a screw portion 5012 that has been threaded around the center axis, and the
screwed state as to a later-described screw portion 5022 of the fixed mount portion 5020 changes in accordance with
the rotation of the movable mount portion 5010 around the center axis.
[0167] The fixed mount portion 5020 has a camera mount face 5021 that comes into contact with the mount face of
the lens mount 250, and the screw portion 5022 with which the screw portion 5012 of the above-described movable
mount portion 5010 is screwed. Unlike the above-described movable mount portion 5010, the fixed mount portion 5020
does not rotate on the center axis in accordance with rotation operations of the operation portion 5030.
[0168] Next, the bayonet coupling method of the mount mechanism 5000 according to the present modification will
be described with reference to Figs. 15A through 16C. Note that the bayonet claws provided to the lens mount 250 are
in a state of being capable to engage the movable mount claws 5011a through 5011c of the movable mount portion
5010, in a state of being passed through an opening portion of the operation portion 5030 and an opening portion of the
fixed mount portion 5020. The state illustrated in Figs. 15A through 15C is a state where the operation portion 5030 is
situated at an unlocked position. In this state, the lens mount face of the lens mount 250 and the camera mount face
5021 of the fixed mount portion 5020 are in contact, but the claws of each of the lens mount 250 and movable mount
portion 5010 do not engage each other, and do not overlap, as viewed from the center axis direction. Figs. 16A through
16C exemplify the mount mechanism 5000 in a state where the operation portion 5030 has been rotationally operated
from this state.
[0169] The state illustrated in Figs. 16A through 16C is a state where the operation portion 5030 is situated in a locked
position. In this state, the claws of each of the lens mount 250 and movable mount portion 5010 overlap each other, and
thereby are engaged in the center axis direction. In this state, the screwing state of the screw portion 5022 of the fixed
mount portion 5020 and the screw portion 5012 of the movable mount portion 5010 changes in accordance with rotational
operation of the operation portion 5030, and the movable mount portion 5010 moves toward the imaging device side in
the center axis direction. According to this configuration, each of the movable mount claws 5011a through 5011c in a
state of being engaged with the bayonet claws at the lens mount 301 side moves toward the imaging apparatus side.
[0170] As described above, the mount mechanism 5000 according to the present modification can move the movable
mount portion in the center axis direction relative to the fixed mount portion, by rotating the movable mount portion that
has claws capable of engaging lens-mount-side claws on the center axis. According to this configuration, the mount
mechanism 5000 according to the present modification can reduce occurrence of gaps (looseness) that occurs between
the lens mount and camera-side mount in a coupled state.
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[0171] Although a configuration has been described in the above modification where the mount mechanism 5000 is
provided to the imaging apparatus side, this can be applied to a configuration where the mount mechanism 5000 is
provided to a camera accessory side, such as an interchangeable lens or the like, for example.
[0172] Although a preferred embodiment of the present invention has been described, the present invention is not
restricted to this embodiment, and various modifications and alterations may be made within the scope of the essence
thereof.
[0173] While the present invention has been described with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary embodiments.

Claims

1. An imaging apparatus (100) capable of communicating with a lens apparatus (200, 300) detachably mounted to the
imaging apparatus, the imaging apparatus (100) comprising:

a mount unit (150) where a plurality of electric contacts (1001 - 1012) are arrayed,
wherein the plurality of electric contacts (1001 - 1012) include:

a first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) configured to communicate with a mounted lens apparatus
(200, 300) by communication according to a first voltage, and communication according to a second voltage
that differs from the first voltage, and
a second electric contact group (1009) configured to allow communication with the mounted lens apparatus
(200) by the first voltage,

wherein communication using the second electric contact group (1009) is not used in a case where communi-
cation using the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) is performed by the second voltage,
and wherein the second electric contact group (1009) is disposed adjacent to the first electric contact group
(1006, 1007, 1008).

2. The imaging apparatus (100) according to claim 1,
wherein a control command for controlling the mounted lens apparatus (200, 300) is transmitted to the lens apparatus
(200, 300) by communication using the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008).

3. The imaging apparatus (100) according to either claim 1 or 2,

wherein the plurality of electric contacts include a third electric contact group (1010, 1011) configured to perform
communication with an intermediate accessory (400, 500) mounted between the lens apparatus (200, 300) and
the imaging apparatus (100) by the first voltage,
and wherein the third electric contact group (1010, 1011) is disposed on the mount unit (150) adjacent to the
second electric contact group (1009).

4. The imaging apparatus (100) according to claim 3,
wherein communication using the third electric contact group (1010, 1011) is performed regardless of the voltage
of communication using the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008).

5. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 4,

wherein the second electric contact group (1009) includes an electric contact capable of receiving data trans-
mitted from the lens apparatus (200, 300),
and wherein data transmitted from the lens apparatus (200, 300) using the second electric contact group (1009)
is data that the imaging apparatus (100) has specified in the communication using the first electric contact group
(1006, 1007, 1008).

6. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 5, further comprising:

distinguishing means (101) arranged to distinguish a type of a mounted lens apparatus (200, 300),
and wherein the voltage of communication using the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) is determined
in accordance with the distinguished type of the mounted lens apparatus (200, 300) distinguished by the dis-



EP 3 410 192 B1

20

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tinguishing means (101).

7. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 6, wherein the first voltage is lower than the
second voltage.

8. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 7,
wherein the mount unit (150) has a bayonet claw (152a, 152b, 152c) configured to couple with the lens apparatus
(200) by bayonet coupling.

9. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 8,
wherein the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) includes:

an electric contact (1008) configured to be capable of outputting a clock signal (LCLK),
an electric contact (1006) configured to be capable of transmitting data synchronously with the clock signal, and
an electric contact (1007) configured to be capable of receiving data transmitted synchronously with the clock
signal.

10. The imaging apparatus (100) according to any one of claims 1 through 9,
wherein the plurality of electric contacts at a position spaced apart from the second electric contact group (1009)
by the intermediary of the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008), include:

an electric contact (1005) configured to be used for determining whether or not a lens apparatus (200, 300) is
mounted to the imaging apparatus (100),
an electric contact (1003) configured to be used for distinguishing a type of lens apparatus (200, 300) mounted
to the imaging apparatus (100),
an electric contact (1001, 1002) configured to supply electric power to the lens apparatus (200, 300) mounted
to the imaging apparatus (100), and
an electric contact (1004) configured to determine the ground level of the electric power.

11. A lens apparatus (200, 300) detachably mountable to an imaging apparatus (100), the lens apparatus (200, 300)
comprising:

a mount unit (250, 350) where a plurality of electric contacts (2001 - 2012) are arrayed,
the plurality of electric contacts including:

a fourth electric contact group (2006, 2007, 2008) configured to be connectable to a first electric contact
group (1006, 1007, 1008) provided on the imaging apparatus (100) and that performs communication at a
first voltage, and
a fifth electric contact group (2009) configured to be connectable to a second electric contact group (1009)
provided on the imaging apparatus (100) and that performs communication at the first voltage,

wherein the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) on the imaging apparatus (100) is capable of com-
munication according to the first voltage, and communication according to a second voltage that differs from
the first voltage,
wherein communication using the second electric contact group (1009) on the imaging apparatus (100) is not
used in a case where communication using the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) is performed by
the second voltage,
and wherein the fifth electric contact group (2009) is disposed on the mount unit (250, 350) adjacent to the
fourth electric contact group (2006, 2007, 2008).

12. An intermediate accessory (400, 500) capable of being mounted between a lens apparatus (200, 300) and an
imaging apparatus (100), the intermediate accessory (400, 500) comprising:

a mount unit (450, 550) where a plurality of electric contacts (2001-2012) are arrayed,
the plurality of electric contacts (2001-2012) including:

a fourth electric contact group (2006, 2007, 2008) configured to come into contact with a first electric contact
group (1006, 1007, 1008) provided on the imaging apparatus (100), in a state where the intermediate
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accessory (400, 500) is mounted to the imaging apparatus (100), and
a fifth electric contact group (2009) configured to come into contact with a second electric contact group
(1009) provided on the imaging apparatus (100), in a state where the intermediate accessory (400, 500) is
mounted to the imaging apparatus (100),

wherein the first electric contact group (1006, 1007, 1008) of the imaging apparatus (100) is capable of com-
munication according to a first voltage, and communication according to a second voltage that differs from the
first voltage,
wherein communication using the second electric contact group (1009) on the imaging apparatus (100) is not
used in a case where communication using the first electric contact group is performed by the second voltage,
and wherein the fifth electric contact group (2009) is disposed on the mount unit (450, 550) adjacent to the
fourth electric contact group (2006, 2007, 2008).

Patentansprüche

1. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100), die fähig ist, mit einer Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) zu kommunizieren, die abnehmbar
an der Abbildungsvorrichtung befestigt ist, wobei die Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) umfasst:

eine Befestigungseinheit (150), an der eine Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten (1001 - 1012) angeordnet ist,
wobei die Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten (1001 - 1012) umfasst:

eine erste elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008), die zur Kommunikation eingerichtet ist, mit einer
befestigten Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) gemäß einer ersten Spannung zu kommunizieren, und gemäß
einer zweiten Spannung zu kommunizieren, die von der ersten Spannung verschieden ist, und
eine zweite elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1009), die dazu eingerichtet ist, eine Kommunikation mit der be-
festigten Linsenvorrichtung (200) durch die erste Spannung zuzulassen,

wobei eine Kommunikation unter Verwendung der zweiten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1009) nicht verwendet
wird, in einem Fall, in dem eine Kommunikation unter Verwendung der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006,
1007, 1008) durch die zweite Spannung durchgeführt wird,
und wobei die zweite elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1009) neben der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006,
1007, 1008) angeordnet ist.

2. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei ein Steuerbefehl zum Steuern der befestigten Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) zu der Linsenvorrichtung (200,
300) durch Kommunikation unter Verwendung der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) übertragen
wird.

3. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Vielzahl der elektrischen Kontakte eine dritte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1010, 1011) umfasst, die dazu
eingerichtet ist, eine Kommunikation mit einem Zwischenzubehör (400, 500) durch die erste Spannung durchzu-
führen, das zwischen der Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) und der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist,
und wobei die dritte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1010, 1011) an der Befestigungseinheit (150) neben der zweiten
elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1009) angeordnet ist.

4. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die Kommunikation unter Verwendung der dritten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1010, 1011) ungeachtet der
Spannung der Kommunikation unter Verwendung der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) durch-
geführt wird.

5. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4,
wobei die zweite elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1009) einen elektrischen Kontakt umfasst, der fähig ist, von der Lin-
senvorrichtung (200, 300) übertragene Daten zu empfangen,
und wobei die von der Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) unter Verwendung der zweiten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe
(1009) übertragenen Daten, Daten sind, die die Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) in der Kommunikation unter Verwen-
dung der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) spezifiziert hat.
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6. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, umfasst des Weiteren:

eine Unterscheidungseinrichtung, eingerichtet einen Typ einer befestigten Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) zu
unterscheiden,
und wobei die Kommunikationsspannung unter Verwendung der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006,
1007, 1008) in Übereinstimmung mit dem unterschiedenen Typ der befestigten Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300),
die durch die Unterscheidungseinrichtung (101) unterschieden wurde, bestimmt wird.

7. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6,
wobei die erste Spannung niedriger als die zweite Spannung ist.

8. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7,
wobei die Befestigungseinheit (150) eine Bajonettklaue (152a, 152b, 152c) umfasst, die dazu eingerichtet ist, mit
der Linsenvorrichtung (200) durch Bajonettkopplung zu kuppeln.

9. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8,
wobei die erste elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) umfasst:

einen elektrischen Kontakt (1008), der dazu eingerichtet ist, fähig zu sein, ein Taktsignal (LCLK) auszugeben,
einen elektrischen Kontakt (1006), der dazu eingerichtet ist, fähig zu sein, Daten synchron mit dem Taktsignal
zu übertragen, und
einen elektrischen Kontakt (1007), der dazu eingerichtet ist, fähig zu sein, Daten zu empfangen, die synchron
mit dem Taktsignal übertragen werden.

10. Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9,
wobei die Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten an einer Position, die von der zweiten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe
(1009) durch die dazwischenliegende erste elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) beabstandet ist, umfasst:

einen elektrischen Kontakt (1005), der dazu eingerichtet ist, zu einer Bestimmung verwendet zu werden, ob
eine Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist oder nicht,
einen elektrischen Kontakt (1003), der dazu eingerichtet ist, verwendet zu werden, um einen Typ der Linsen-
vorrichtung (200, 300) zu unterscheiden, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist,
einen elektrischen Kontakt (1001, 1002), der dazu eingerichtet ist, elektrische Energie an die Linsenvorrichtung
(200, 300) zuzuführen, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist, und
einen elektrischen Kontakt (1004), der dazu eingerichtet ist, das Masseniveau der elektrischen Energie zu
bestimmen.

11. Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300), die abnehmbar an einer Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist, wobei die Linsen-
vorrichtung (200, 300) umfasst:

eine Befestigungseinheit (250, 350), an der eine Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten (2001 - 2012) angeordnet
ist,
wobei die Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten umfasst:

eine vierte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2006, 2007, 2008), die dazu eingerichtet ist, mit einer ersten elek-
trischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) verbindbar zu sein, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100)
vorgesehen ist, und die eine Kommunikation bei einer ersten Spannung durchführt, und
eine fünfte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2009), die dazu eingerichtet ist, mit einer zweiten elektrischen Kon-
taktgruppe (1009) verbindbar zu sein, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) vorgesehen ist, und die eine
Kommunikation bei der ersten Spannung durchführt,

wobei die erste elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) fähig ist,
gemäß der ersten Spannung zu kommunizieren, und gemäß einer zweiten Spannung zu kommunizieren, die
von der ersten Spannung verschieden ist,
wobei eine Kommunikation unter Verwendung der zweiten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1009) an der Abbil-
dungsvorrichtung (100) nicht verwendet wird, in einem Fall, in dem eine Kommunikation unter der Verwendung
der ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) durch die zweite Spannung durchgeführt wird,
und wobei die fünfte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2006) an der Befestigungseinheit (250, 350) neben der vierten
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elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (2006, 2007, 2008) angeordnet ist.

12. Zwischenzubehör (400, 500), das fähig ist, zwischen einer Linsenvorrichtung (200, 300) und einer Abbildungsvor-
richtung (100) befestigt zu werden, wobei das Zwischenzubehör (400, 500) umfasst:

eine Befestigungseinheit (450, 550), an der eine Vielzahl von elektrischen Kontakten (2001 - 2012) angeordnet
ist,
wobei die Vielzahl der elektrischen Kontakte (2001 - 2012) umfasst:

eine vierte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2006, 2007, 2008), die dazu eingerichtet ist, mit einer ersten elek-
trischen Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) in Kontakt zu kommen, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100)
vorgesehen ist, in einem Zustand, in dem das Zwischenzubehör (400, 500) an der Abbildungsvorrichtung
(100) befestigt ist, und
eine fünfte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2009), die dazu eingerichtet ist, in Kontakt mit einer zweiten elek-
trischen Kontaktgruppe (1009) zu kommen, die an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) vorgesehen ist, in einem
Zustand, in dem das Zwischenzubehör (400, 500) an der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) befestigt ist,

wobei die erste elektrische Kontaktgruppe (1006, 1007, 1008) der Abbildungsvorrichtung (100) fähig ist, gemäß
einer ersten Spannung zu kommunizieren, und gemäß einer zweiten Spannung zu kommunizieren, die von der
ersten Spannung verschieden,
wobei eine Kommunikation unter Verwendung der zweiten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (1009) an der Abbil-
dungsvorrichtung (100) nicht verwendet wird, in einem Fall, in dem eine Kommunikation unter Verwendung der
ersten elektrischen Kontaktgruppe durch die zweite Spannung durchgeführt wird,
und wobei die fünfte elektrische Kontaktgruppe (2009) an der Befestigungseinheit (450, 550) neben der vierten
elektrischen Kontaktgruppe (2006, 2007, 2008) angeordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Appareil de formation d’image (100) apte à communiquer avec un appareil objectif (200, 300) monté amovible sur
l’appareil de formation d’image, l’appareil de formation d’image (100) comprenant :

une unité de montage (150) au niveau de laquelle une pluralité de contacts électriques (1001 - 1012) forme un
réseau,
dans lequel la pluralité de contacts électriques (1001 - 1012) comprend :

un premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) configuré pour communiquer avec un appareil
objectif monté (200, 300) par une communication conformément à une première tension, et par une com-
munication conformément à une seconde tension qui diffère de la première tension, et
un deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) configuré pour permettre une communication avec
l’appareil objectif monté (200) par la première tension,

dans lequel une communication au moyen du deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) n’est pas utilisée
dans un cas dans lequel une communication au moyen du premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007,
1008) est mise en œuvre par la seconde tension,
et dans lequel le deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) est disposé adjacent au premier groupe de
contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008).

2. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel une instruction de commande ayant pour objet de commander l’appareil objectif monté (200, 300) est
transmise à l’appareil objectif (200, 300) par une communication au moyen du premier groupe de contacts électriques
(1006, 1007, 1008).

3. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une ou l’autre de la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel la pluralité de contacts électriques comprend un troisième groupe de contacts électriques (1010, 1011)
configuré pour mettre en œuvre une communication avec un accessoire intermédiaire (400, 500) monté entre
l’appareil objectif (200, 300) et l’appareil de formation d’image (100) par la première tension,
et dans lequel le troisième groupe de contacts électriques (1010, 1011) est disposé sur l’unité de montage (150)
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adjacent au deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009).

4. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel une communication au moyen du troisième groupe de contacts électriques (1010, 1011) est mise en
œuvre indépendamment de la tension de communication au moyen du premier groupe de contacts électriques
(1006, 1007, 1008).

5. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4,
dans lequel le deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) comprend un contact électrique apte à recevoir des
données transmises par l’appareil objectif (200, 300),
et dans lequel des données transmises par l’appareil objectif (200, 300) au moyen du deuxième groupe de contacts
électriques (1009) sont des données qui ont été spécifiées par l’appareil de formation d’image (100) lors de la
communication au moyen du premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008).

6. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, comprenant en outre :

un moyen de différenciation (101) conçu pour différencier un type d’un appareil objectif monté (200, 300),
et dans lequel la tension de communication au moyen du premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007,
1008) est déterminée conformément au type différencié de l’appareil objectif monté (200, 300) différencié par
le moyen de différenciation (101).

7. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel la première tension est inférieure à la seconde tension.

8. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7,
dans lequel l’unité de montage (150) comporte une griffe baïonnette (152a, 152b, 152c) configurée pour s’accoupler
avec l’appareil objectif (200) par un accouplement à baïonnette.

9. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8,
dans lequel le premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) comprend :

un contact électrique (1008) configuré pour pouvoir délivrer un signal d’horloge (LCLK),
un contact électrique (1006) configuré pour pouvoir transmettre des données de manière synchrone avec le
signal d’horloge, et
un contact électrique (1007) configuré pour pouvoir recevoir des données transmises de manière synchrone
avec le signal d’horloge.

10. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 9,
dans lequel la pluralité de contacts électriques, au niveau d’une position espacée du deuxième groupe de contacts
électriques (1009) par l’intermédiaire du premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008), comprend :

un contact électrique (1005) configuré pour servir à déterminer si un appareil objectif (200, 300) est, ou non,
monté sur l’appareil de formation d’image (100),
un contact électrique (1003) configuré pour servir à différencier un type d’appareil objectif (200, 300) monté sur
l’appareil de formation d’image (100),
un contact électrique (1001, 1002) configuré pour alimenter en courant électrique l’appareil objectif (200, 300)
monté sur l’appareil de formation d’image (100), et
un contact électrique (1004) configuré pour déterminer le niveau de masse du courant électrique.

11. Appareil objectif (200, 300) pouvant être monté amovible sur un appareil de formation d’image (100), l’appareil
objectif (200, 300) comprenant :

une unité de montage (250, 350) au niveau de laquelle une pluralité de contacts électriques (2001 - 2012) forme
un réseau,
la pluralité de contacts électriques comprenant :

un quatrième groupe de contacts électriques (2006, 2007, 2008) configuré pour pouvoir être connecté à
un premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) disposé sur l’appareil de formation d’image
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(100) et qui met en œuvre une communication à une première tension, et
un cinquième groupe de contacts électriques (2009) configuré pour pouvoir être connecté à un deuxième
groupe de contacts électriques (1009) disposé sur l’appareil de formation (100) et qui met en œuvre une
communication à la première tension,

dans lequel le premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) disposé sur l’appareil de formation
d’image (100) permet une communication conformément à la première tension, et une communication confor-
mément à une seconde tension qui diffère de la première tension,
dans lequel une communication au moyen du deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) disposé sur
l’appareil de formation d’image (100) n’est pas utilisée dans un cas dans lequel une communication au moyen
du premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) est mise en œuvre par la seconde tension,
et dans lequel le cinquième groupe de contacts électriques (2009) est disposé sur l’unité de montage (250,
350) adjacent au quatrième groupe de contacts électriques (2006, 2007, 2008).

12. Accessoire intermédiaire (400, 500) pouvant être monté entre un appareil objectif (200, 300) et un appareil de
formation d’image (100), l’accessoire intermédiaire (400, 500) comprenant :

une unité de montage (450, 550) au niveau de laquelle une pluralité de contacts électriques (2001 - 2012) forme
un réseau,
la pluralité de contacts électriques (2001 - 2012) comprenant :

un quatrième groupe de contacts électriques (2006, 2007, 2008) configuré pour venir en contact avec un
premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) disposé sur l’appareil de formation d’image
(100), dans un état dans lequel l’accessoire intermédiaire (400, 500) est monté sur l’appareil de formation
d’image (100), et
un cinquième groupe de contacts électriques (2009) configuré pour venir en contact avec un deuxième
groupe de contacts électriques (1009) disposé sur l’appareil de formation d’image (100), dans un état dans
lequel l’accessoire intermédiaire (400, 500) est monté sur l’appareil de formation d’image (100),

dans lequel le premier groupe de contacts électriques (1006, 1007, 1008) de l’appareil de formation d’image
(100) permet une communication conformément à une première tension, et une communication conformément
à une seconde tension qui diffère de la première tension,
dans lequel une communication au moyen du deuxième groupe de contacts électriques (1009) disposé sur
l’appareil de formation d’image (100) n’est pas utilisée dans un cas dans lequel une communication au moyen
du premier groupe de contacts électriques est mise en œuvre par la seconde tension,
et dans lequel le cinquième groupe de contacts électriques (2009) est disposé sur l’unité de montage (450,
550) adjacent au quatrième groupe de contacts électriques (2006, 2007, 2008).
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