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ABSTRACT: A restraining device for use with wheelchairs 
and the like, for preventing patients from falling out and hurt 
ing themselves. The device includes a padded bar which ex 
tends above and across the seat portion of the chair, and is 
supported by a pair of brackets oppositely arranged on the 
side arms of the chair. 
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RESTRAINING DEVICE FOR WHEELCHARS AND THE 
LKE 

This invention relates to a restraining device for use with 
wheelchairs, and the like, for restraining and holding patients 
against falling out and hurting themselves. 

Various supporting devices are used for securing patients in 
wheelchairs, beds, and the like, without fear of them falling 
and hurting themselves. These supporting devices are usually 
in the form of cloth vests, harnesses or straps designed to be 
fastened tightly around patient. Needless to say, these sup 
porting devices are cumbersome to use and a source of 
discomfort and physical irritation to the patient. My invention 
is a very simple device, which is inexpensive to make and easy 
to use, and additionally will not physically irritate or cause any 
undue discomfort to the patient. More specifically, my inven 
tion includes, preferably, a padded bar sized to extend across 
the seat of a wheelchair, for example; a pair of brackets 
mounted on the side arm support portions of the chair and 
having a series of openings for receiving the ends of the bar; 
and locking means for locking the bar in place with the 
brackets. The position of the bar can be changed with respect 
to the chair by simply placing it in different openings in the 
brackets, and thus the needs of different patients can be readi 
ly accommodated. 
Other details and advantages of my invention will become 

apparent as the following description of a present preferred 
embodiment thereof proceeds. 

in the accompanying drawings, I have shown a present 
preferred embodiment of my invention in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of parts of a wheelchair and a 
patient sitting therein, showing the restraining device of my in 
vention as it would be used in one application; and 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of a portion of my 
restraining device as shown in FIG. 1, parts of which are 
shown cut away for showing details of construction. 

Referring now to the drawings, 10 generally represents a 
wheelchair of any well-known construction, having familiar 
side arm members 12. The restraining device of my invention 
is generally represented by the numeral 20 and is shown in use 
with wheelchair 10 for preventing patients sitting in the chair 
from falling out and injuring themselves. My restraining 
device 20 includes a pair of identical elongated brackets 22 
made of any suitable rigid metallic or nonmetallic material. 
Each bracket 22 includes a plurality of longitudinally spaced 
openings 24 suitably sized for loosely receiving the ends of the 
restraining bar member 30 as shown in the drawings. The 
brackets 22 are disposed oppositely to each other and are 
fixed to the side arm members 12 by suitable means such as by 
screws 26, for example. The restraining bar member 30 is 
formed from any suitable rigid or semirigid metallic and non 
metalic material, and, as shown in the drawings, is formed of 
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pipe 32 with its ends closed. A suitable soft plastic or rubber 
covering 34 is placed around a major portion of pipe 32, leav 
ing the ends exposed for fitting into the openings 24 of the 
brackets 22. Locking means in the form of spring locks 36 of 
any well-known construction are inserted through ap 
propriately sized openings formed through the end portions of 
the pipe 32. Thus, the restraining bar member 30 is simply 
locked in place with respect to the brackets 22. As an alterna 
tive, padlocks can be used for the locking means in place of 
the spring locks 36. 

It should now be more evident that any restraining device is 
a very simple, yet effective, device for safely and comfortably 
holding patients in wheelchairs, and the like, without fear of 
the patients falling out and injuring themselves. It should also 
be apparent that my restraining device can be used on ordina 
ry chairs or beds having side arms or rails. 
While I have shown and described a present preferred em 

bodiment of my invention, it is to be distinctly understood that 
the invention is not limited thereto but raay be otherwise vari 
ously embodied within the scope of the following claims. 

I claim: w 
1. A restraining device kit for installation on an existing 

wheelchair having side support members serving as arm rests, 
said kit comprising: 

a, a pair of elongated flat bracket members, each having a 
series of spaced holes therein, 

b. attachment means for securing said bracket members to 
the respective side support members in substantially 
parallel spaced relation to each other so that correspond 
ing holes in the two bracket members are in lateral regis 
try, 

c. a restraining rod member conforming closely in diameter 
to the diameter of the holes in said bracket members and 
having a length greater than the distance between the 
bracket members as attached to the side support mem 
bers, said rod member having a resilient protective cover 
ing of substantial radial thickness extending along the 
length thereof and terminating short of the ends of the 
rod member, said rod member being installable selective 
ly in different corresponding sets of laterally registering 
holes in the said bracket members by longitudinal move 
ment of the rod member successively in opposite 
directions to first insert one end through a hole in the 
bracket member on one side support member and then to 
insert the opposite end through the corresponding hole in 
the bracket member on the other side support member, 
and 

d. means removably securable to the ends of said rod 
member after installation in the holes in said bracket 
members, to prevent longitudinal dislodgement of the 
said rod member from the bracket members. 
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