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To dall whom it-may -concern.:

‘Be it known that I, Frepericx -A. Batrou,

Jr., a ¢Gitizen of ‘the Umted States; residing

at Prov1dence, in the county of Providence

and State of RhodeiTsland, have inventeéd
certain' new and useful Implovements in

Display Trays, of whlch the following is a:

spemﬁcatlon

:This invention rel: ates to improvements. in
the construction of display trays- employed
more- particularly for transporting  and!dis-
playing ~articles of * jewelry -which “are
mounted upon cards, and the-object of ‘this
invention' is ‘to provide a tray having one
or more cross bars adjustably mounted thore-

- in; the bars being provided with means for
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engagmc ‘the edges of ‘the’ cards “on -which
the jewelry is'mourted, to assist in-prevent-

ing the cards from’ droppmg from the tray

even though it be inverted.

A further object of ‘the -invention is:the
provision “of -means on ‘the ends - of these
cross bars for gripping ‘parts of the frame
whereby  the: bars are: frictionally- retained
in adjusted position in the tray.

With these and.-other objects in view,; the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, as will be more fully .de-
scribed, and. particularly pointed out in the
appended ‘claims.

“In the accompanymcr drawmgs,

-Figure 1 is a perspective view-of my ‘im-
-proved tray showing the cross bars mounted

~ therein and jewelry supporting:cards’ o1
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holders mounted in ‘the tray.

. Figure 2 is asection on‘line 2—2 of Fig-
ure 1, showing the cross bars as having later-
ally- extendmg, overlapping lips to ‘prevent
the cards -or holders from lePplIlO' out.of
the tray.

- Figure 3 is.a section: on line 3—3- of
Figure 1, showmg the base member of ‘the
cross bar as being ‘split-to-overlap and fric-
tionally engage both the upper and under
faces of the crulde strips on the.frame.

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing my
improved form of cross bar with the “hase
member split to provide portions for bind-

*ing both the upper and under faces of the

50

guide strip on the frame.

Figure b shows the inner face of the frame
as grooved to receive and assist in retaining
one edge of the card or holder.

Figure 6 is a modlﬁcatlon showmg both

in‘the tray, these bars being

Serlal No. 646 805.

the side: frame and the cross ba1 as. undencub
to cooperate in retaining -the-edges ofithe
cards’ or holders on” Whlch the: ]ewehy 1s
mounted. '

:Figure 7is a perspective view:0f the end
portlon ofthe cross bar and: showing the

same - sundercut,: as' illustrated 'in+ Flgure 6.

' Tt is found 1in the practical use: of trays:
‘of this character, for transporting and dis-

playing carded jewelry, ofiimportance to-so
eonstruct ‘the parts .of ‘the tray' thiat ithe
cards will not fall out or-be displaced: even
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though ' the  tray:be inverted or- stipped up
at-a sharp: angle; and to aceomplish® tlns :

in a simple-and:effective: way, I-have pro-

vided a set of cross-barswhich are adapted tor

be “frictionally’ retained iin adjusted position
“also”provided
with' - grooves or.laterally- extendmd side

edges: to cooperate-with- edge 0111c11110 strips

on the frame' for engagiig’ the ‘card *hounts
or holders. to_prevent them' ‘from“displace-
ment, but permitting ‘the holdersto-be read-
ily pos1t10ned ‘and removed as often as-de-
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sired ; ‘and ‘the following:is adetailed- de:

scrlptlon of one construction- by Wh1ch ‘ohece
results  may be ‘obtained :—
“With reference to the drawmﬂs, 10- desxo

en

nates the frame of a tray, which is- prete1_

ably formed of ‘very light ‘material such‘as
wood and ‘which is preferablyprovided with

a bottom plate or covering 11 usually: made -

of:a light  weight- material such as ‘cloth-or

the like and around the bottom edge bf'this

frame above’ the -bottom: membel 11 and

forming & part-of the frame; I-have: Fformed
a narrow, inwardly-extending, guide:strip

00

19 which prefembly ‘extends entu ely around -

the frame, which~guide ‘strips: perform-a .= -

number of useful fnnctlons, pleqenfly ide~
v 0h

scribed :—

- My improved® type iof tr&y is 5deswned
nore partmularly for -displaying 'that: Tind
of jewelry which is mounted on cards, and

to accommodate these cards and properly re-.

tain them in position in the tray, I have pro-
vided a plurality of longitudinally disposed
cross bars 13, the same being constructed
with a base plate 14,'a middle. “section or rib

15, and a top- phte 16 with overhanging .

eddes The base-plate is preferably forme
of a thin material such as cardboard or the
like which is stiff, pliable and strong. In

order to mount these cross ‘bars in the tray,
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Ikprefembly split the ends of the Dase-plate

as at 17, providing edge finger portions 18
which are adapted to be raised as illustrated
in Figures 1 and 8, to extend over the upper
face of the guide strip 12 while the middle
portion- 19 of this base-plate is adapted to

extend under this guide strip whereby these

different members serve to firmly grip the

guide strip and so retain the cross bars in’

any adjusted position in the tray, but the
relative engaging positions of these edge and
middle portions of the base-plate may be re-
versed, 1f desired. - :

By forming these cross bars with a .top-.

plate 16 which extends laterally beyond the
middle ‘portion 15 thereof, longitudinally-

disposed ‘grooves are:thus formed in " these

. bars into which one edge of the jewelry sup-

porting -cards or holders 20 may be posi-
tioned..” e S L
~ In mounting the cards or holders in the

_tray one edge of each of the cards in the
~ first row is tucked.under the edge of the ad-
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jacent guide strip, then:the cross bar 13 is
moved laterally so that the opposite edges
of the cards will project into its groove; then

another row of cards is placed between the

two bars which are positioned as illustrated

in Figure 1, the edges of this second row.
being engaged by the -opposite grooves of
t=3 f=} . f=trug Nt

these bars, and a third row.of cards may
then be introduced and placed the same as
the first row with one of their edges extend-
ing ‘beneath the adjacent guide strip: and
their opposite edges engaging adjacent

- grooves in the side of the cross bar. In
- some instances, shorter bars may be em-

ployed to run transversely across the tray

. to Treplace the longer bars, if desired; the
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guide strip serving in both instances for

- frictionally retaining the bars and the edge

4B

_sitions.

row of cards in their relative  adjusted po-
In some iil_s'tahcés,.' ihé_tead ot tucking the
edges of the cards beneath the guide strip,

the.inner face of the frame may be grooved:

a5 at 92, see Figure 5, to -receive these edges
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of the cards, while in other cases this inner

edge of the frame may: be undercut - or
grooved as at 23 in Figure 6, to receive the

edges of the cards, and-in still other in-

" stances the cross bars instead of being.pro-

vided with a top plate having overlapping

~edges may, itself, be undercut as at 24, along

1,578,573

its sides to receive the opposite edges of the
cards, as illustrated in Figures 6 and 7.

My improved tray is extremely simple and:
practical in construction and by its use the
carded jewelry may be positioned therein and

readily removed thereirom and‘at the same

time - held -sufficiently tight in the tray so
that it cannot -accidentally. fall out even
though the tray is inverted. ‘

" The foregoing description is directed sole-
ly towards the construction illustrated, but
T desire it to be understood that I reserve the
privilege of resorting to ‘all the mechanical

changes to which the device is susceptible,

the invention being defined and limited only
by the terms of the appended claims. .

I claim:. -~ ' S
1. A display tray comprising a frame; a
readily removable and adjustable cross bar

‘having gripping means at each end engaging

portions of said frame, the sides of said bar

35

60

75

being undercut longitudinally to receive -

holder cards and retain the edges.of the
holder cards mounted therein.. :

9. A display tray comprising a frame, hav-
ing an. inwardly-projecting guide strip
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around its edge, an adjustable cross bar -
having means in its ends for yieldingly grip- -

ping said strip, said -bar being reduced in
cross section along its side between its top

‘and bottom edges. to. receive holder .cards.

whereby one edge of each of ‘the holder
cards may. be retained in'said reduced side
and'its opposite edge retained beneath the
adjacent guide strip under which it is adapt-
ed to project to hold the card in position
in the tray. TR S
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3. A display tray comprising a frame ilj,av— .

ing an inwardly-projecting guide strip about
its bottom edge, a cross bar having means
at its ends for yieldingly gripping each side

of said strip, said bar having .a cooperating i o
.overhanging “card-edge-retaining lip along

its upper edge.

4. A display tray comprising a frame hay-

ing an inwardly-extending guide strip about.
its bottom edge, a cross bar having a base
portion formed of thin flexible material split
on.its end to overlap tlie top and bottom of

said strip and yieldingly grip said strip to

frictionally retain said bar in adjusted po-
sition-in the tray.. SR
Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature.

FREDERICK A. BALLOU,J R.

——

95

100

105



