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~-'This invention relates to the packaging of fine-
‘edged’ blades for sale and distribution and is
herein illustrated as embodied in a novel package
‘of safety razor blades. '
-In handling safety razor blades under com-
‘merical conditions of transportation and dis-
‘tribution and in the more or less casual treat-
‘ment of such:blades by the user, the extremely
fine keen edge of the blade is likely to become
dulled by. being brought into contact with its
wrapping or with other objects before it can be
actually clamped in shaving position-in the
razor. On this account the best and most skill-
ful efforts of the manufacturer in sharpening
blades are often brought {o naught because.of the
damage done to the very fragile and delicate
structure of the blade edge after it has been
brought fo the keenest possible shaving condi-
tion and before the shaving operation is actually
undertaken, o

With these conditions ini'view, an important ob-
ject of the present invention is fo provide an ef-
fective and inexpensive blade package which
may be readily assembled and sealed by the blade
manufacturer, while safeguarding at all times
the keen edge of the blade, and which will then
be effective fully to protect the blade or a supply
of ‘blades during distribution and sale and up to
the time when it is actually introduced into the -
razor by the user preparatory to shaving.

Ihave discovered that a satisfactory blade pack-
age may be formed by employing package covers
of ‘sheet material molded or embossed to present
between them an enclosure for a stack of blades
with surrounding flat areas in the covers that may
be sealed together in face-to-face contact outside
the outline of the blade stack.” I may employ
fiberboard, cardboard, plastic sheet material, or
the like, for the material of the package cover
and mold cooperating or supplementary pieces of
this sheet material to provide similar recesses or
depressions of an outline best adapted to contain
the particular blade to be packaged. For exam-
ple, in dealing with a double-edge blade of the
“Gillette” type, the depression may consist of a
main rectangular portion slightly wider than the -
blades to be enclosed and merging at each of its
ends-‘into an outwardly extending trough shaped

. to receive the elongated, unsharpened end por-
tions of the blade. Surrounding this depression
in each element of the package cover are formed
flat areas which may be brought info face-to-face
contact and. sealed together, By employing
waterproof material for the body of the package
cover or by providing it with a waterproof coat-
ing, the resulting package may be made thor-
oughly waterproof and the blades thus protected
for an indefinite time against rusting.

The enclosure formed in the package cover
preferably is of such a shape as to hold the en-
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closed blades in position in the package with
their sharp edges maintained out of confact
with any part of the package. For example, in
the case of the “Gillette” type blade, the trough
portions of the depression receive and engage
the elongated unsharpened end portions of the
stacked blades, thus securely holding them in
place with their sharpened edges located in the
free unobstructed enclosure of the package. Such
package may be completely formed and sealed by
the blade manufacturer, the blades being mean-
while handled mechanically and entirely without
danger of damage. The completely sealed pack-
age will preserve its integrity indefinitely. The
opening of the package may be facilitated
by setting off in the package a portion of the
sealed area by a line of perforations so that the
user may easily tear off a sealed marginal por-
tion of the package and have ready access to
its contents. . ’

These and other features of the invention will
be best understood and appreciated from the fol-
lowing description- of ‘a preferred embodiment
thereof selected for purposes of illustration and
shown in the accompanying drawing in which:

Fig, 1 is g view in perspective of the cover blank
in flat condition; .

Pig. 2 is a view in perspective of a stack of
blades ready for packaging;

Pig, 3 is a plan view showing the blade stack
in position in the flat blank; and

Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of the completed
package. o - .

The invention is herein shown in its applica-
tion to the packaging of double-edged blades of
the well-known “Gillette” type, but it is not lim-
ited in its application to this or to any par-
ticular type of blade but with suitable modifica-
tion may be adapted to the packaging of blades
of any other shape, all within the scope of the
invention. ‘

As will be apparent from Figs. 2 and 3, the blade
10 is substantially rectangular in shape, sharp-
ened at both longitudinal edges and provided
45 With g medial longitudinal slot 1 having a cen-

tral circular enlargement and other intermediate

enlargements shaped to fit the blade-locating
projections of the various safety razors in which
the blade may be used. The blade has a reentrant

50 recess in each corner and these define elongated,
unsharpened end portions 12 in both ends of the
blade. As herein shown, but not necessarily, each
blade may be protected by a cover I3 of thin
waxed paper or the like, The cover is shaped to

55 provide a tongue 14 projecting beyond one end
of the blade and is divided and folded over the

- shoulders of the blade at the same end. . Af the

other end of the blade the cover is formed into a

projecting collar 15. The collar [5 is formed part-
60 ly by ears in the cover which are folded later-
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ally over the elongated end of the blade ag shown
In U. 8. Patent No. 2,194,281, March 19, 1940,
Gustafson. The cover 13 is centrally slotted to
expose the slot 1! of the blade so that a fully-
protected covered blade may be presented in
shaving position to the razor before the cover is
removed.

The package herein shown is designed to ac-

commodate a stack of four or five of the blades

above described and in the accompanying draw-
ing many features of the illustrated package are

10

adapted for the purpose of fitting the blade just

described, and may be varied for the accommoda-
tion of blades of different shapes.

The package may be formed from a flat elon-
gated blank of pasteboard or otheér moldable
‘sheet material, preferably saturated or coated
with wax to render it waterproof. A pasteboard
Blank of this character is shown in Fig. 1 peing

somewhat more than twice the length of the §

blade to be packagéd arid having molded thérein a
pair of identical recesses or depressions each of
which includes a main rectangular portion 16
shouldéered and mefging into an outwardly taper-
ing trough 17 and info an inwardly tapering corn-
mon-connecting trough (8. Thése récésses or de-
pressions may be conveéniently tdolded or &mi-
bossed into the package cover blank without dan-
gér of breaking or weakening its material. The
areas of the embossed blank outside ard siur-
rouniding the recesses atid troughs are flat afd lie
in a single plane. Going nioré into détail, nar-
row longitudingl areas dre provided along both
sides of the main portion 10 of the depression
and across the ends of the troughs aid these
nierge into flat areas corresponchng to thé re-
entrant recesses at the blade corners The blank
upon which it is to be later folded and which in-
tersects the trough 18 that extends betiween the
two recesses 6. It is also provided at one énd
with a curved finger recess 20,

Having prepared the packageé covet blatik by
embossing or molding as suggésted in Fig. 1, the
manufacturer may now convemently pldace in
one of the recessés the stack of ‘¢overed blades
which are ready to be packsaged and have been
secured together by a staple 21 inserted ¥nrsugh
the superposed torigues 14 of the Covers otitside
or beyond the ends of thé protected blades. The
stack positioned in this maniier is sRowi in Fig. 3
from which it will be apparéat that the troughs
tT—18 receive the unsharpened eid portmns 2
of the blades with a $nug fit whilé the migin Hor-
tion {€ of the recesses receives the body of the
blades with distinct clearance. Thus the blades
are securely held by fittitig ifi the froughs (7T and
18 with their keen cuttifg edgés disposed in
the clear space of the recesses and so positively
prevented from making cortact with any part
of the package. v

The package is compléted by folding the cover
portion over the blade stack thus brivgitg. the
two recesses I8 -and their contiguong trolighs 17

and {8 into exact registration Wlth tlwe blade stack ¢

encioséd between them.
ation; the flat areas of Both facés of the pack-
age cover are brought into iAtimate and con-
tinuous face-to-face contact and may be con-
veniently sealed together hy the applieation of
moderate heat and pressire distributed over tha
flat areas without touching the embossed con-
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figuration of the package. When the package
cover is wax-coaled the instantaneous fusing of
the Wwaxk forms a water-tight and satisfactory seal
for the package. A staple 22 may now be in-
serted through both sides of the closed package
adjacent to its folded end, thus reinforcing the

-adhesive sealing of the package and fastening

the stack of blades in position.

It will be noted that the troughs 1T and 18 taper
outwardly in depth and thus merge into flat end
areas that may be brought into sealing contact
at the end of the package opposite its folded
end. In the sealed package the finger recess 20
affords the user a convenient means for bending
down the end of the lower cover leaf and so break-
ing the seal When it is des1red £) open the pack-
age and extract 4 blade theréfrom. Moreover
the arrahgement is stich {Hat the blades may be
removed one by one from the stack; all without
disturbance of those remainifg in. the package

Having thus disclosed my invetition and de-
scribed in detail an illustfative embodlment
thereof, I cldim as new ahd desire to secure by
Letters Patent:

1. An open contamer for use in formmg a blade
of pasteboard having theéréin a pa1r of substan-
tially identical rectangular recesses spaced apart
ang connected throiigh a common trough of less
width than thé récesses dnd 1ntersected by a
transverse scorgd line, the said recesses and
trough being surrounded with complementary ﬂat
areas whereby the container may be séaled When
folded on said scored line.

2. A package for razor blades of the type hav-
ing €longateéd unsharpered end portlons a stack
of Plades in the package, said package 1nclud-
ing a pair of coinécted foldihg cover sheets of
moldable mateiial T'1av1ng walls formmg opposed
recesses connecteéd By @ common trough 1nter-
sected by the fold line of the covers and sur-
rourded by ﬂat aréas, the' recesses bemg shaped to
enclose with clearance the podies of the blades in
the stack, the c¢over-gheets havmg also Walls
forming séparsts troughs leadlng from sald re-
cesses, which trotighs are Shaped to cooperate
with the folded sectioiis of the sald common
trough to race ive the elotigated end portxons of
the blades g1d hold tHe Blades with the1r edges
in the opén space prévidéd by the opposed re-
cesses.

3. A package for razo? blades of ‘the type haV-
ing elorigated unsharpened end port1ons a stack
of blades it the pa,ckage said package 1nclud1ng
in its structure a pair of §imildr cover sheets of
moldable’ material havmg a foldmg connectmn
and walls thersig formmg rectangular recesses
of sabstantlallv equal Size’ corinectéd:- by a com-
mon- trough' which i ifitersected by the. fold line
of the covers and sturrounded by fAxt areas, the
recesses being shaped t§ enclose with- clearance
the bodies of thé blades in the stack, the cover
sheets havrng also walls forniing troughs leadmg
from ‘opposite’ ends of at least one of said re-
césses, which troughs are shaped fo co- operaﬁe
with the folded sections of sa1d ¢ommion trough
and to Feceive the elotigated end portlon‘ of the
blades and hold thé blades Wwith the edges in
the open space prov1ded by the said TECesses, the
said cover sheets beitig united in their flat areas.
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