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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

"WILLIAM W. BOORAEM, OF EVANSTON, ILLINOIS.

. FOLDABLE TABLE,

1,101,992,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed September 2, 1913. Serial No. 787,632.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Wiriam W, Boo-
RAEM, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of the city of Evanston, county of
Cook, and State of Illinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in

Foldable Tables, of which the following-is.

a specification.

My invention relates to foldlng tables and
has for its object the production of & table
of this character adapted to be readily and
easily folded or unfolded, one in which the
legs will be rigidly held in either folded or
unfolded positions, and one which will be
durable and economical in construction, and

- efficient -in use.
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Other objects will appear hereinafter.

The invention consists in the combinations
and arrangements of part: hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by

reference to the accompanying drawing

forming a part of this specification, and in
which,

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of a table
embodymcr my invention, the table being
shown in folded condition, Kig. 2 is an en-
larged detail section taken on line a—w of
I‘lcr 1, Fig. 8 is a section similar to Fig.
2, ‘the, leg There shown being illustrated in
unfolded position instead of in folded posi-
tion as in Fig. 2, Fig. 4 is a perspective view
of the upper end p01t10n of ‘one of the legs
of the table detached, Fig. 5 is a perspective
view of one of the socket members of the
table detached, and Fig. 6 is a front ele-
vation of one of the keys which codperate
with the socket members to releasably lock
the table legs in folded or unfolded position.

The plefeued form of construction as
illustrated in the drawing comprises a table
top 1 rectangular in form. Provided at the
under side of the table top 1 are elongated
strips 2 arranged in pairs and e};tendmg
parallel with the peripheral edges of the top
1 to form elongated channels 3. Cleats 4
are also arrantred at the under side of the
table top to coopemte with the strips 2 in
reinforeing the top. Arranged in each of
the channels 3 is & leg 5 one end of which
is foldably connected “with the under side

of the table top by means of a hinge, one

leaf 6 of which is rigidly secured to the leg,
as clearly shown in Fig. 4, the other leaf 6
of the hinge being rlgldly secured in posi-

tion in the bottom of the correspondmg_

channel 3. Each of the hinge leaves 6" is
rigidly secured in position as mentioned by
means of screws 7 and also by means of a
substantially -U-shaped socket member 8
which is secured in position to the strips 2
by means of screws 9. The member § en-
gages over laterally pro;]ectmg ears 10 of
the corresponding hinge leaf 6’ as well as
the outer end of said leaf thus conducing to
a rigid fastening of the hinge leaf in posi-
tlon .

The construction is such, as will be. ob-
served, that the legs 5 may be folded to po-
sition in the channels 3, as clearly shown in
Figs. T and 2 or unfolded to operative posi-
tions in which the same depend from the
table top perpendicular thereto as shown in
Fig. 8. When said legs are in unfolded
positions, the same fit snugly in the socket
members 8, bosses 11 being formed upon the
adjacent sides of the hinge leaves 6’ for

sngagement against the upper ends of the

legs as clearly shown in Fig. 3 in order to
pr roduce a rigid construction.

Each of the legs 5 is locked in folded or
unfolded posmon by means of a substan-
tially rectangular key 12 adapted for re-
leasable engagement with slots 13 provided
in opposite sides of the socket members 8 as
clearly shown in Iig. 5. The arrangement

‘is such that, when the legs 5 are in folded
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positions and the keys 19 inserted into po-

sition in the slots 13 in socket members 8,
said keys will engage against the extljeml-
ties or end surfaces of said legs, as clearly
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and thereby serve

90

to lock said legs in folded position. Also,

the arrangement is such that, when the legs

5 are in unfolded position and the keys 12
inserted into position in the slots 13 in socket

- members 8, said keys will engage against

one of the adjacent lateral faces of "the
upper ends of said legs, as clearly shown in
Fig. 3 and thereby serve to lock said legs
in unfolded positions. Said keys are re-
leasably or removably secured in position by
means of curved leaf springs 14, one of
which cobperates with each of the sogket
members 8, said springs being adapted to
engage correspondmOIV formed recesses 15
provided in the ends of said keys, as clearly
shown in Fig, 6. A flange 16 provided. at
the outer end of each key constitutes a
finger piece or handle whereby the same
may be readily inserted or detached.

A table of the construction set forth will
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be found durable and economical in com-
struction and adapted to eficiently serve the
purpose for which the same is designed.

‘While I have illustrated and described the
preferred form of construction for carry-
ing my invention into effect, this is capable
of variation and modification without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention. I,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
precise details of construction set forth, but
desire to avail myself of such variations and
modifications as come within the scope of
the appended claims.

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A folding table comprising a top; legs
provided at the under side of said top; and
a connection between said top and the upper

end of each of said legs permitting of fold- |

ing of the latter, said connection comprising
a hinge, one leaf of which is secured to the
leg, the other leaf thereof being secured to
the table top; a removably mounted key
adapted for engagement with each of said
legs for locking the same in either folded

or unfolded posxuon said key being pro-

vided with recesses in opposite sides thereof;
and a leaf spring adapted for engagement
with said recesses for releasably holding the

.latter in operative position, substantlaﬂy as

described.
2. A folding table comprsing a top; legs

prov1dod at the under side of said top;-

hinges .foldably connecting said legs with

-said top; a locking key engaging the upper.
end portion of each leg and adapted to lock |
the latter in folded and unfolded positions,
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there bemg recesses in said key; and a

curyed leaf spring engaging each of said re-

cesses and locking its corresponding key in
operative posmon substantially as de-
seribed.

3. A foldable table comprising a top; legs
provided at the under side of said top; a
hinge connecting each leg with said top.

each hinge having a portion secured to one

leg and a p01t10n secured to said top; sub-

stantially U-shaped members secured to said
top, each of said members engaging sides of

one of said legs; a. key held between the end

portions of each of said. U- shaped members

and engaging a side of one of said legs for
holding such leg in operative position and
springs carried by said U-shaped member

‘and:. operatively engaging the ends of said
tkeys, substantially as described.
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4, A foldable table comprising a top; legs.'

5prow ided at the under side of said top; a
hinge connecting each leg with said top,
each hinge having a portion secured to one

leg and a portion secured to the top; sub-

'stantlally U-shaped members secured to said.
top, each of said members engaging sides of

one of said legs; and a key held between the
end portions of each of said U- -shaped mem-
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bers and engaging the top end of one of said - .

legs for holding such leg in folded posrtlon,

substantially as described.

_ In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses. -
WILLIM’I W. BO@RAEM
Witnesses:
Mare CarragHAN,
Herew ¥, Lizus.
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