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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD B. ROBBINS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Adrian, in the county of Lenawee and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Posts; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improvement in fence-
posts; and it consists in the novel features
hereinafter described, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings,which illustrate
one form in which I have contemplated em-
bodying my invention, and said invention is
fully disclosed in the following deseription
and claims. .

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
front view of a post embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same, showing it
in position in the ground and provided with
an anchor-block. Fig. 3 is a rear view of the
post. Fig.4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, show-
ing a post having its lower portion disposed
at an angle to the upper portion. Fig.5isa
view of asimilar post provided with two fold-
ing anchor-engaging arms instead of one.

In the manufacture of fence-posts which
are adapted to be driven into the ground it
has been proposed heretofore to provide the
post adjacent to its lower end with pivoted
arms adapted to stand in vertical positions
while the post is being driven and to be
brought into horizontal positions by partially

withdrawing the post or by partially revolv- .

ing the same, so that said arms will form an
anchorage for the post. Thege devices, how-
ever, have ordinarily been of such size and
so connected with the post that they offer se-
rious resistance in driving the post into the
ground, and if said arms are to be extended
by withdrawing the post a short distance it
must be driven farther into the ground than
necessary, and if said arms are to be extend-
ed by turning the post in the ground only a

- post of substantially circular cross-section

can be employed. Furthermore, the only an-
chorage afforded to the post is the bearing
which these arms have in the soil, and even
if they are made large enough to seriously in-

terfere with the driving of the post theyhave
comparatively little etfect as anchors.

The object of my invention is to provide a
drive-post to which is attached a short rigid
anchor-engaging arm adapted to fold along-
side of a portion of the post, so as not to in-
terfere to any degree with the driving of the
post and which can swing outwardly and
downwardly to a limited extent only. Such
a post ean be driven into the ground like an
ordinary drive-post and allowed to remain if
no anchorage is desired or needed. If, how-
ever, it is desired to anchor the post, a small
hole-is dung at one side of the post down to the
depth at which the arm stands, and the said
arm is then moved into a substantially hori-
zontal position, after which a heavy anchor-
block, which may be a large stone or piece
of metal or wood or other material, is placed
in the hole, so that it rests upon the said arm,
and the soil is then replaced above the an=
chor-block. By using this construction of
post it may be anchored in the ground as
firmly as desired, depending upon the size
and weight of the anchor-block.
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In the drawings, A represents a straight |

drive-post formed of angle-iron and provided
on one side with a series of struck-up wire-
engaging hooks a. About midway between
the bottom or point of the post and the
ground-line the postis provided with the arm
B, which I term the ‘““anchor-engaging arm.”
This arm issecured to theinside of one flange
of the post, preferably by means of a rivet b,
and may be of any desired length. In prac-
tice I prefer to make it very short, as itneed
only be long enough to properly engage the
anchor-block. This arm is preferably made
of sheet material of substantially the same
thickness as the material from which the an-
gle-iron post is made and will be of the same
width as the flange of said post to which itis
attached, so that when in vertical or folded
position (see Figs. 1 and 3) it lies within the
post and will offer practically no resistance
in driving the post into the ground. The
lower end of the arm B is provided with a
locking edge 0’, adapted to engage the other
flange of the post when the arm is turned
down into operative position and prevent the
further downward movement of the arm. I
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prefer to make this edge 0’ at an angle to the
upper edge of said arm, so that the arm will
ineline slightly upward when in operative po-
sition, which will tend to prevent the anchor-
block from working off of said arm by the ac-
tion of the frost on the ground.

In Fig. 4 T have shown a postin all respects
similar to that shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, ex-
cept that the lower portion A'is bent at a
slight angle to the upper part of the post.

InTFig.5 I haveshown a postsimilar to that
shown in Fig. 4 provided with two anchor-
engaging arms, one attached to the inner side
of each of the flanges of the post, and this
form may be employed for purposes where an
unusually firm anchorage is desired, asin the
end or corner post. In using this post one

very large anchor-block or two separate an-
chor-blocks may be employed, one in connec-
tion with each arm.

What I claim, and desire to
ters Patent, is—

secure by Let-

1. A fence-post formed of angle-iron pro-
vided between its ends with an anchor - en-
gaging arm pivoted thereto on the side of one
of theangularflanges of the post,and adapted
to lie closetoand inline with said flange when
the post is driven, and meansforlimiting the
downward movement of said anchor-engag-
ing arm, substantially as described.

2. A fence-post formed of angle-iron, and
provided with an anchor-engaging arm piv-
oted to the inner face of one flange of the
post and provided with a locking edge to en-
gage the other flange and limit the downward
movement of the arm, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD B. ROBBINS.

Witnesses:
Dora D. RENIFF,
E. L. MiLLs.
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