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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM WERNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Runners for Rocking-
Chairs, Cradles, &ec., of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved
rocker for furniture of that elass in which the
rockers of rocking-chairs, cradles, &c., are
provided with a rubber cushion-strip, so that
the easier rocking of the furniture without
noise or jar takes place, with less injury to
the carpet or other floor covering; and the
invention consists of a rocker for furniture
provided with a rubber strip having a convex
outer surface and side ribs, means for attach-
ing said ribs to the rocker, and caps attached
to the ends of the rocker and adapted to pro-
teet the ends of the bent-up rubber strips, as
will be described hereinafter, and finally
pointed out in the claims. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a rocking-
chair with my improved rockers. Fig. 2isa
perspective view of one of the rockers, drawn
on a larger scale, but not yet completed. Fig.
3 is a similar perspective view of a rocker
completed. TFig. 4 is a detail vertical longi-
tudinal section through the end of the rocker,
showing the protecting-cap thereon; and Figs.
5, 6, and 7 are vertical transverse sections
drawn on a larger scale, and showing the rub-
ber cushioning-strips attached, respectively,
to a new, an old, or to a rocker with rounded-
off lower edge, Fig. 5 being on line 5 5, Fig.
2, and Fig. 6 on line-6 6, Fig. 3.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. ) o

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
rocker of a rocking-chair, cradle, or other
piece of furniture.

To the under side of the rocker A is at-
tached a rubber cushion-strip B, which is
fitted to the under side of the rocker and
made of rounded-off and convex shape at its
under side, said strip being provided at the
sides with longitudinal ribs b, by which the
strip is adapted to be attached to the under
side of the rocker, either by means of nails d or
by means of keepers ¢ ¢ attached to the sides

of the rocker, and provided with inwardly-
turned lips or flanges that extend over the
longitudinal side ribs D b, as shown, respec-
tively, in Figs. 2 and 5. The rubber strip B
is made of sufficient length so as to corre-
spond.-to the length of the rocker, the main
portion of the strip being cut off at the ends,
(see Figs. 2 and 4,) so as to leave a projecting
base-flange ¢, which is bent up over the end
of the rocker and retained by sheet-metal
caps D, (see Figs. 3 and 4,) which are attached
to the ends of the rocker, so as to retain the
bent-up flanges ¢' and hold the same in shape,
while serving also for the purpose of protect-
ing the ends of the rubber strip against in-
jury and wear. ,
Whennewrockersare made, the under side
of each of the same is made straight, in which
case the adjacent surface of the rubber strip
Bisalsomadestraight, asshownin Figs. 5and
6; but when the rubber strip B is applied to
runners with a convex under side the adja-
cent strip of the rubber is made concave, as
shown in Fig. 7, the rubber strip being in
either case respectively molded either with a
straight or concave base, asrequired. When
the rubber strips are attached to the rockers
of rocking-chairs that have been used for
some time and that are considerably worn,
it is preferable to trim off the convex under
side of the rockers, so as to make them uni-
formly straight, and applya rubber strip with
straight base to the same. The rubber cush-
ioning-strips are made up in suitable lengths
and cut off for the size of rocker required, an
extra length being cut off at each end, so as
to leave the end flanges that are retained by
the protecting-caps applied to the ends of the
rocker, which caps, in connection with de-
vices for attaching the side ribs of the strips,
form, in connection with a suitable cement,
by which the under side of the rocker is con-
nected with the base of the rubber strip, a
very reliable and effective connection be-
tween the rocker and this cushioning-strip.
The advantages of my improved rockers
with rubber strips are, first, the same can be
applied both to new and old rocking-chairs;
secondly, that the creaking noise of the rock-
ers on the floor is prevented and the carpet
is less worn thereby, and, lastly, that the elas-
ticity of the rubber strips facilitates the ac-
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tion and furnishes a desirable cushioning for
the rockers.

ITaving thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with the rocker of a
rocking-chair or other piece of furniture, of
a rubber cushioning-strip with a convex mid-
dle portion and longitudinal side ribs, means
for attaching the side ribs to the rocker, and
protecting-caps by which the ends of the riuib-
ber strips are attached to the ends of the
rocker, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the rocker of a
rocking-chair or other piece of furniture, of
arubber cushioning-strip provided with a con-

vex middle portion and longitudinalside ribs,
keepers attached to the sides of the rocker
and provided with inwardly-bent flanges for
retaining the side ribs of the rubber strip,
and protecting-caps attached to the ends of
the rocker and adapted to retain the upturned
end flanges of the rubber strip, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

WILLIAM WERNER.
Witnesses:
EO. W. JAEKEL,
GEo. S. WHEELOCK.



