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. A_BSTRA‘CT
enerally similar to the Springcrest Peach
( which bears early ripening, yellow
fleshed, semi-freestone. fruit from 7 to 10 days earlier
than the Springcrest.

o 1 DrawmgFlgure o

BACKGROUND OF THE VARIETY

The present invention relates to a new and distinct
variety of peach tree broadly characterized by its regu-
lar and prolific bearing of early ripening, small to me-
dium sized, firm and yellow fleshed, semi-freestone
fruit and more particularly to such a peach tree further
characterized by its similarity to the Springcrest (un-
patented) variety except for its somewhat lighter fo-
liage and, especially by the ripening of its fruit 7 to 10
days earlier.

The Springcrest peach tree, developed by the United
States Department of Agriculture, is well known as
producing highly attractive, early ripening, semi-free-
stone peaches of good quality and excellent market
acceptance. As with all produce, the time of harvest of
peaches greatly influences the prices the peaches bring
on the market. Generally, the earlier an early ripening
peach can be marketed the higher the price. This has
been a contributing factor in the success of the
Springcrest. The present variety virtually duplicates the
high quality of the Springcrest but ripens from a week
to 10 days earlier. It ripens approximately at the same
time as the Springold (unpatented) but enjoys several
advantages over it including less demanding chilling
requirements for fruit production.

ORIGIN AND ASEXUAL REPRODUCTION OF THE
NEW VARIETY

My new variety of peach tree was discovered by me
in 1973 as a sport growing in an orchard of Springcrest
peach trees on my farm at 20022 East Manning Ave.,
Reedley, Fresno County, Calif. Buds from the sport
were budded by me at my above designated farm into
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the fruit and tree characteristics resulting from such
budding proved identical to those of the original sport.

SUMMARY OF THE NEW VARIETY

The instant variety of peach tree is characterized by
perpetuating the general = characteristics of the
Springcrest peach, but has the important distinction of
ripening from 7 to 10 days earlier under the growing
conditions prevailing in the San Joaquin Valley of Cali-
fornia. The new peach tree is of vigorous growth. The
fruit is of relatively uniform small to medium size and
of globose form having a brilliant greenish yellow (7.5
Y 9/8) background which is mottled and streaked with
dark red (5 R 3/7). The fruit is semi-freestone and has
yellow, firm textured flesh.
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2
 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawing is a color photograph of
four mature fruit of the subject variety with two of the
fruit sliced to show flesh color together with a represen-
tative twig showing characteristic leaves.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring more specifically to the pomological de-
tails of this new and distinct variety of peach tree, the
following has been observed under the ecological con-
ditions prevailing at the orchard at Reedley, Fresno
County, Calif., and is an outlined description thereof.
All major color code plate identifications are by refer-
ence to the Nickerson Color Fan of the American Hor-
ticultural Council.

'

TREE

Size: Large, vigorous, with shape and density deter-
mined by pruning methods.
Leaves: Medium large.
Length.—Average 150 mm.
Width.—Average 43 mm.
Form.—Lanceolate with apex acuminate.
Color.—Upper surface, moderate olive green (5 Y
4/3); under surface, moderate olive green (2.5 Y
4/3).
Margin.—Finely serrated.
Petiole.—Average length 11 mm; average diameter
2 mm.
Gland.—Varying in number from one to four on
petioles and base of leaf, globose.
Stipules.—~None.
Flowers: Substantially the same as Springcrest (unpat-
ented) and blooms at substantially the same time.

FRUIT

Maturity: 7 to 10 days before Springcrest, approxi-
mately May 20 at Reedley, Fresno County, Calif.
Size: Relatively uniform and dependent upon thinning

practices, pruning and cultural practices.

Axial diameter.—Average 55 mm. Transverse in
suture plane — 56 mm. Transverse at right angles
to suture plane — 57 mm.

Form: Generally globose, symmetrical.

Suture.—Slight with yellow line, from base to apex
with slight depression beyond pistil point.

Ventral surface.—Rounded, lips unequal.
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Cavity.—Rounded, average breadth 9 mm, average
depth 9 mm.
Pistil point.—Definite.
Stem.—Average diameter 3 mm.
Skin:
Thickness.—Medium.
Tendency to crack.—None.
Color.—Ground color is brilliant greenish yellow
(7.5 Y 9/8) mottled and streaked to solid, espe-
cially at apex, with dark red (5 R 3/7).
Pubescence.—Less than Springold (unpatented).
Flesh: »
Color.—Generally brilliant yellow (2.5 Y 9/9) to
1 strong yellow (2.5 Y 7/10) at apex.
Juice.~—~Juicy when ripe. ’
Flavor.—Excellent. :
Aroma.—Aromatic, but not strongly so.
Texture.—Firm.
Ripening.—Evenly.
Eating quality.—Good.
Stone: ‘
Type.—Semi-freestone. '
Size.—Length, average 30 mm; breadth average 20
mm.
Form.—Oval, approaching globose.
Sides.—Rounded, often equal.
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Ventral Edge.—Wing at base.

Dorsal edge.—Groove from base to center.

Color.—Pale orange yellow (7.5 YR 9/4).

Splitting tendency.—Minor.

Use: Fresh table.

Keeping quality.—Comparatively good.

Shipping quality.—Excellent in comparison with
other varieties ripening at same time.

Although the new variety of peach tree possesses the
described characteristics as a result of the growing
conditions in Fresno County, Calif., in the central por-
tion of the San Joaquin Valley, it is to be understood
that variations of the usual magnitude in characteristics
incident to growing conditions, fertilization, priming,
and pest control are to be expected.

Having thus described and illustrated my new variety
of peach tree, what is claimed as new and desired to be
secured by Letters Patent is:

1. A new and distinct variety of peach tree substan-
tially as illustrated and described and which is charac-
terized by its regular and prolific bearing of early ripen-
ing small to medium, semi-fréestone, yellow-fleshed
fruit; and by its general resemblance to the Springcrest
(unpatented) peach tree, but from which it is distin-
guished by its fruit ripening from 7 to 10 days earlier.

* * * * *
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