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To all whom it may conceri:
) I_3e it known that I, DAVID WHITMORE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Seotch

Ridge, in the county of Wood and State of

Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fences; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to wire fences, and
more particularly to that class thereof em-
ployingan automatic compensator or take-up.

The objects of my invention are to produce
a cheap and simple contrivance to be readily

applied to wire fences and which will auto- |

matically act or operate to retain the fence-
wires in a taut condition, yet allowing them
to freely expand and contract as they are in-
fluenced by the weather or by other causes.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be particularly pointed
out in the claims. :

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a fence embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical sec-
tional view of the same.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in both the figures of the drawings.

The numerals 1, 2, and 3 represent one end
and two of the intermediate posts, respect-
ively, the same having their lower ends set
in the ground and .secured or anchored in
any suitable manner.

The posts 2 and 3 are provided atintervals
with staples 4, which are preferably staggered,
and passing loosely through the same are the
series of strands of fence-wires 5, whose ends
occur adjacent to the post 1 and are all con-
nected in any desired manner to a vertical
compensating or evening bar 6, located in
advance of the post 1.

The wires 5 between the posts 1, 2, and 3
are connected and spaced apart so as to re-
tain their relative alignment by means of any
number of suitably-arranged vertical stay-
wires 7, the same in the present instance be-
ing kinked at such points as intersect the
wires 5, as indieated at 8, and said stay-wires
are connected fo said wires 5 by means of a
series of coiled - wire fasteners 9, although

other forms of stays and fasteners may, if de-
‘sired, be employed.

An inclined wooden brace 10 may be inter-
posed between the lower end of the post 2
and the upper end of the end post 1, the ends
of said brace being preferably let into the
posts 1 and 2, for which purpose the posts are
provided with mortises.

The face of the post 1 is provided near its
top with a loose pulley 13 and near its bottom
with a similar pulley 14, the two pulleys be-
ing mounted upon suitable stub-shafts.

A wire compensator 15 is passed about the
pulleys 13 and 14 and has its two terminals
made fast to the compensatoror evener bar6.

Secured to about midway the wire 15, as
indicated at 16, is the draft-chain 17, the
same passing along in line with the fence and
after passing through an opening 12, formed
in the post 2, is secured to an eye 18, located
upon the upper side near the inner end of a
compensating-beam 19. This beam has an
inner rounded end 20 and is fulerumed on
said end and bears loosely upon the side of
the post 2, against whieh it abuts.

Theouterend of the beam, being the heavier,
has a tendency to lower, and thus exerts a
strain upon the draft-chain 17 and through
the medium of the wire 15 constantly draws
upon the evener-bar 6 and maintains the sev-
eral fence-wires under tension and conse-
quently taut.

The compensating-beam, it will be ob-
served, is guided in its movements, as the
wires expand or contraet, by means of a ver-
tical guide-frame 17% secured to the inner
face of the post 3, and the draft-chain 17 is
guided by the perforation 12 in the post 2.

It will be observed that the device is en-
tirely automatic in its action, requiring no
attention whatever, and that the fence-wires
will be constantly maintained under tension
and yet will readily yield to any natural con-
traction.

Having described my invention, what I
elaim is— '

1. The combination with the posts 1, 2 and
3, the staples and wires passing loosely there-
through, of the evener-bar in advance of the
post 1 to which the wires are attached, the
pulleys 13 and 14 attached loosely to and lo-
cated near the upper and lower ends of the
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post 1, the compensating-wire 15 passing over
the pulleys and connected: at its end to the
evener-bar opposite the pulieys, the beam
bearing loosely at its inner end against the
post 2, the eye thereon, and the chain 17; con-
nected to the eye and to the intermediate
point of the wire 15, substantially asspecified.
2. The ecombination with the posts 1,2 and
3, the staples 2 on the posts 2 and 3, the
evener-bar 6 in advance of and adjacent to
the post 1, the line wires passed loosely
through the staples and connected to the
evener-bar, of a fulerumed beam bearing
loosely at its inner end against the post 2, the
upper and lower pulleys on the face of the
post1,the wire passing around the pulleysand
connected to the evener-bar, the draft connec-
tion between the same and the beam, and the
inclined brace 10, interposed between the
posts 1 and 2, substantially as specified.
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3. The combination with the posts 1, 2, and
3, the line-wires and their supports, and the
evener-bar attached to the ends of the line-
wires, of the pulleys secured to the post 1 the
wire 15 passing therearound and attached at
its ends to the evener-bar, the vertical guide
at the side of the post 3, the compensating-
bar having its free end supported therein and
its inner end fulerumed against the side of
the post 2 and near the same provided with
an eye, and the draft-chain secured to said
eye, passed through a guiding perforation in
the post 2 and secured to the wire 15, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

DAVID WIIITMORE.
Witnesses:
IrA C. TABER,
C. R. PAINTER.
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