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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LOUIS TOWNSEND, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at Evans 
ville, in the county of Wanderburg and State 

5 of Indiana, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Wire-Cutters, of which the 
following is a specification. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
a tool for use of firemen and others, which 

to may be used with perfect safety for cutting 
electric-light wires, or other wires carrying 
electric currents, of such strength as to be 
dangerous to human life. To this end, I have 
adopted the construction and combination of 

I5 parts hereinafter described, whereby I pro 
duce a cutter adapted to be either pushed, or 
pulled, against the wires which it is desired 
tO SeWer. 
The construction and operation of the tool 

2 o are as hereinafter described, and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the tool. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the parts 
of the same, detached; and Figs. 3, 4, and 5 

25 represent the practical use of the tool, as here 
inafter described. 

Referring especially to Figs. 1 and 2, it will 
be seen, that the tool is composed essentially 
of two parts, which are alike in form and pro 

3o portions. 
Each half of the tool is composed of a flat, 

oblong head, A, having a V-shaped notch at 
each end, and a curved shank, a, whose ex 
tremity terminates in an insulated handle, 

35 b, adapted to be grasped by the hand. These 
H-shaped heads, A, are pivoted together, at 
the center, by means of a Screw, Screw-bolt, 
or rivet, c. Two of the diagonally-opposite 
jaws 1 and 2 of each head, A, are cutters 

4o proper, but the other two jaws, 3, have no 
function save to cover and protect the edges 
of such cutters 1, 2, when the tool is not in 
use. It will be noted, that, in the case of 
one head, the cutting portion is formed by 

45 the base of the shank. The shanks a, d, are 
so curved as to diverge from each other at a 
point just in rear of the heads, A, and a 
stud, d, is fixed at that point, in One of the 
shanks, so that it comes in contact With the 

5o other shank when the cutters are closed, as 
shown in Fig.1. The said studd thus serves 
as a stop, preventing the cutters proper from 
passing each other so that Wire can be cut 
only when the handles b b are drawn apart, 

Such outward movement of the handles is 
limited by a cord, or chaine, attached to them 
as shown. 
The cutters, 1, and jaws, 3, on the outer 

ends of the heads, A, are preferably some 
what shorter than those on the inner end of 
the same, but they are similar inform, in that 
their inner edges are curved outward, to facili 
tate the application of the tool to wires. 
In practical use of the tool, it may be placed 

upon or pushed against a wire (see Fig. 3)- 
say one lying on the ground-in which case 
the wire will be received in the outer notch, 
between the outer cutters 1 and 1. Then, by 
drawing the handles, b, apart, as indicated by 
arrows, the wire, ac, will be caught between, and 
easily severed by, said cutters, 1, 1, which 
obviously operate like shears. 

If the wire to be severed is overhead, the 
tool may be hooked over the same, as shown 
in Fig. 4, and then, upon separating the han 
dles, b, b, as before, the inner cutters, 2, 2, 
will sever the wire, ac, 
In some cases it may be desirable and ex 

pedient, for sake of rapid Work, to sever two 
or more wires simultaneously, as when sev 
eral wires are attached to the same post, 
bracket, or other form of support. In such 
cases, the two heads, A, may be thrust among 
the wires and so manipulated that one or 
more enter the notch between outer cutters 
1, 1, and another or others between the inner 
cutters 2, 2, as shown in Fig. 5. 
The tool may thus be worked efficiently for 

its purpose without involving any danger to 
the user. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
The improved wire-cutting tool composed 

of two heads which are essentially similar 
in form each having cutting jaws, arranged 
diagonally opposite each other, and the said 
heads being pivoted together centrally as 
shown, so they coincide When in normal po 
sition, the shanks and attached handles be 
ing curved laterally from each other, as shown, 
whereby, when the handles are drawn apart, 
the cutters meet, as specified. 

LOUIS TOWNSEND. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN TEHLAUCE, 
LOUISO, RASCE. 

55 

75 

95 

OO 

  


