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United States Patent Office 2,923,302 
Patented Feb. 2, 1960 

2,923,302 
FOUNDATION GARMENT 

Elizabeth Camille Clark, Dover, Del, assignor to Inter 
national Latex Corporation, Dover, Del, a corporation 
of Delaware 

Application August 28, 1957, Serial No. 680,892 
3 Claims. (C. 128-547) 

This invention relates to a foundation garment for 
Supporting the human female form. More particularly, 
this invention relates to a foundation garment construc 
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tion having Super-imposed elastic members arranged on 
opposite sides of the garment so as to provide a four-point 
reinforced support for controlling and supporting the 
human female form. 

It has been found that control of the hips and the 
thighs together with the support and control of the abdo 
men and the shaping of the buttocks can be accomplished 
simultaneously in a foundation garment construction 
without the use of complicated supporting panels, stif 
feners, or other elaborate arrangements and constructions. 
The garment of this invention provides for a four-point 
body control on each side thereof by employing a sim 
plified and unique side panel construction consisting of 
two pieces of two-directional stretch elastic fabric which 
overlap to form a substantially diamond-shaped rein 
forced control panel on each side of the garment. These 
reinforced panels coact with each other and the front 
and back sections of the body encircling garment to pro 
vide controlled tensioning of the body to correct, adjust, 
and form the human female form. This controlled ten 
sioning produces contractive forces operating in four di 
rections to provide simultaneously a lifting and flattening 
of the lower portion of the abdomen, an inward cupping 
of the buttocks, and a smoothing and flattening of the 
hips and thighs on both sides of the body. The rein 
forced four-point side panel construction coacts with a 
fabric front panel to provide the lifting and flattening of 
the lower abdomen while still allowing a smoothing and 
flattening action on the section of the abdomen which it 
COWS 

Also coacting with the side and front sections is a back 
section constructed so that three different panels act as 
a unit to provide different tensioning of the various sec 
tions of the back of the wearer. The bottom panel form 
ing a part of the back section is made from two-way di 
rectional stretch elastic fabric with the effect that it 
provides cupping of the buttocks when the bottom section 
is tensioned by the reinforced side panels. This buttock 
controlling panel functioning together with the reinforced 
side section allows maximum freedom of leg movement 
while still providing control of the buttocks. Attached 
to the buttock-controlling panel is a center panel of ver 
tically stretchable elastic fabric arranged so as to cooper 
ate with the sides and the two-way stretchable fabric at 
the bottom so that the buttocks are smooth and pulled in 
thereby providing a graceful and controlled appearance 
to the caudal portion of the human form. The top sec 
tion of the back panel is also made of vertically stretch 
able fabric and is cut and arranged so as to provide a 
flare at the top portion thereof, thereby providing a con 
trol of the upper fleshy part of the back of the wearer. 
This flared top section provides for complete freedom 
of movement of the body of the wearer while still pro 
viding firm support and control of the back of the wearer, 
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The center panel cooperates with the attached flared cot 
ton to improve the posture of the wearer thereby eliminat 
ing back aches and the tiring of the back of the wearer 
while still providing the smoothing of the flesh above the 
point of maximum tension on the back of the wearer, that 
is, at the waist line where the concave top portion of the 
center panel and the convexed bottom portion of the top 
panel are united so that no unsightly protuberances occur 
due to overhanging flesh. The flared back panel also 
provides, when taken in combination with the middle 
back panel, accommodation of the excess flesh by curving 
of back of the human female form so that unsightly 
protuberances are gently positioned, formed and con 
trolled, thus producing the proper and desirable curva 
ture of the body to enhance the wearer's grace during all 
motions and positions of the body. 
The coacting of the front, side, and back sections, the 

arrangement of the various fabric panels stretchable in 
different directions, and the reinforcement of the sides in 
the form of panels each having extensions in an upwardly 
and downwardly direction and in opposite girth-wise 
directions to provide four-point control bring about 
simultaneously the total control of the human form from 
the rib cage down to and including the thighs in a simple 
and efficient manner without the use of complicated 
paneling or a multitude of reinforcements. There is 
provided in this unique and simplified construction an 
arrangement of coacting members forming the garment 
to smooth and flatten the hips, thighs, buttocks, and 
abdomen as well as the smoothing of unsightly protuber 
ances by the cooperation of a flared top panel in the back 
section in one simplified action during all motions and 
positions of the wearer. Also the body encircling garment 
of this invention provides a balanced foundation device 
for providing improved comfort and graceful control of 
the wearer while still allowing full freedom of leg move 
ment and all other motions and movements of the wearer 
while providing firm support, and contoured shaping and 
reforming of the body of the wearer in a manner hereto 
fore unattainable. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent from the following description and 
claims when read in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in elevation showing the front con 
struction of the girdle, 

Figure 2 is a view in elevation showing the rear con 
struction of the girdle, 

Figure 3 is a side view in elevation showing the rein. 
forced panel on one side of the girdle, 

Figure 4 is an exploded view of the fabric pieces, which 
form the reinforced panel on one side of the girdle, 

Figure 5 is a plan view showing the fabric pieces illus 
trated in Figure 4 superimposed to form the reinforced 
side panel, 

Figure 6 is an exploded view in elevation of the fabric 
pieces which form the rear section, 

Figure 7 is a plan view showing the fabric sections of 
Figure 6 united in the form of the back panel, 

Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 
8-8 of Figure 3 showing the overlapped construction of 
the fabric forming the reinforced side section, and 

Figure 9 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 
9-9 of Figure 2 showing the flared top forming a part 
of the back section. 

Referring to the drawings, the foundation garment 10 
is constructed in circular form from several elastic fabric 
panels. The garment 10 has a front section 11 formed 
from fabric material for covering the abdominal region 
of the wearer and provides a support panel therefor. 
Positioned on the outer face of the front section 11 is 
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decorative stitching 12 which adds to the pleasing char 
acteristics of the front of the garment. 

Each side 13 of the front panel is cut in contour and 
has attached thereto a side section 14. The side section 
is formed from a top piece 15 and a bottom piece 16 of 
two-way stretchable fabric (see Figure 4). Both the top 
and bottom pieces are cut so that edge 17 is of the proper 
contour to fit the upper part of the contoured edge 13 of 
the front section 11. In like manner, the bottom piece. 
16 has a contoured edge 18 which fits, when assembled 
in an overlapping manner with the top piece to form. 
the side unit, the lower bottom contour of the front 
panel. Both the top and bottom side pieces have a 
pointed profile 19 so that, when the top piece is placed. 
over the bottom piece, there is formed a reinforced side. 
panel which effects control of the abdomen, buttocks, 
hips, and thighs (see Figure 5). This assembly gives. 
the exact contour which fits the contoured edge of the 
front panel 11. - a - 
The overlapped side pieces 15 and 16 are so posi 

tioned that they form a diamond-shaped reinforced panel 
20 of double thickness having vertically extending, op 
positely positioned points 21 and 22 which control the 
flattening of the hips and horizontally positioned point. 
23 attached to the edge of the front section which lifts, 
supports and flattens the abdomen and opposite point 
24 attached to the edge of the center panel of the back 
section which controls the back of the wearer including 
the buttocks. The reinforced panel is stitched around 
the outer edge thereof so that the overlapped material, 
while acting as a unit in its motion when under the ten 
sioning on the body of the wearer, is also free to com 
pensate for any unusual motion of the body, as each 
piece of the double-ply elastic material is capable of 
limited or restrictive movement with respect to each 
other within the confines of the stitching. 

Attached to each side section 14 is a back section 25 
which, when sewn in place, forms the body encircling 
elastic garment 10. The back section 25 is constructed 
in three panels which cooperate with the other sections, 
of the girdle to effect body forming and control. The 
bottom panel 26 for cupping the buttocks is formed from 
two-way stretchable material attached at its sides 27 to 
the bottom portion of the opposite side panels and along 
the top edge 28 thereof to a center panel 29. The top edge 
of panel 26 is concave and adapted to receive in fitting 
relationship the bottom edge 30 of center panel 29 in 
abutting relationship. The center panel is made of ver 
tically stretchable fabric and attached along its side edges 
to the edges of the side section 14. The top edge 31 of 
the center panel is concave and is adapted to receive a 
top back panel 32 whose edge 33 is convex with a lessor 
degree of curvature than the concave edge in such a 
manner as to produce an upwardly extending flared sec 
tion when the top panel is attached to the edges of the 
side sections 44 (see Figure 9). This flare accommo 
dates, receives, and controls the flesh of the back of the 
wearer (see Figure 9) when the garment reforms the 
body. The uniting of the top, center, and bottom back 
pieces into an integral back section forms a control sec 
tion which cooperates with the reinforced side and front 
sections to produce cupping of the buttocks, holding and 
supporting of the back in a firm and relaxed position, and 
smoothing of any unsightly protuberances along the top 
of the back portion of the girdle. 

Attached to the girdle along the inside top and bottom 
edges thereof is an elastic binding strip 34 which pro 
vides an edging and finishing to the top and bottom of the 
circular elastic garment. Attached to the bottom of the 
garment at the front and at the back thereof are two evenly 
spaced garters 35 arranged so that each garter is posi 
oried at the front and the back of each leg of the wearer 
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minating at a point close to the edge of the reinforced 
panel 20. These darts provide contour and add style and 
shape to the garment. On one side of the girdle is a ver 
tically arranged zipper 37 to facilitate the assembly of 
the garment on the wearer and the adjustment and posi 
tioning thereof. Along opposite vertical edges of the top 
portion of the front panel are positioned short flexible 
stays 38 which provide rigidity at the top of the frontal 
portion of the garment to prevent the top edge from 
rolling (see Figure 1). 
While I have disclosed herein embodiments of my in 

vention, it is to be understood that my invention may 
be embodied in many other forms, as will be obvious to 
those skilled in the art, it will further be understood that 
the disclosure herein is by way of illustration merely 
and is not to be interpreted in a limiting sense, and that 
I do not intend to limit myself other than as called for 
by the prior art and the language of the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: , , 
1. A foundation garment for providing simultaneous 

control of the hips, thighs, abdomen, and buttocks which 
comprises an abdominal fabric section; a stretchable back 
section; and two side sections attached one to each side 
of Said abdominal section and to each side of said stretch 
able back section, each of said side sections being formed by the overlapping of portions of two pieces of two-way 
stretch fabric so that the overlapping portions form a 
reinforced side panel of double thickness extending up 
wardly and downwardly from its attachments to the ab 
dominal Section and the back section so as to be in piv. 
otal relationship therewith, said back section being 
formed from a two-way stretch fabric bottom panel, a 
center panel stretchable in a vertical direction, said cen 
ter panel extending from the top edge of said bottom 
panel to a Substantial distance above the girth-wise median 
tof Said garment and a top fabric panel stretchable in aver 
tical direction attached along the edge of the top of said 
center panel, said top panel flaring outwardly. - - - 

2. A foundation garment for providing support of the 
back of the wearer which comprises an abdominal fabric 
Section; two reinforced elastic side sections attached one 
to each side of said abdominal section, each of said sec 
tions having a reinforced panel therein; and a uniting 
back Section attached to the side sections to form a body 
encircling garment, said back section having therein a 
panel stretchable in a vertical direction extending above 
the girth-wise median of said garment, said top edge of 
said panel being concave, a top panel having maximum 
stretchability in the vertical direction and having a con 
vex lower edge attached to said concave edge, said con 
cave edge having a higher degree of curvature than said 
convex edge and a horizontally elongated bottom panel 
of two-way stretch elastic fabric whereby the top panel 
flares outwardly and said reinforced panels provide sup 
port of the abdomen and the back, flattening of the hips 
and thighs, and the cupping of the buttocks simulta 
neously. 

3. A girdle comprising a front section, a back section, 
and side sections joining thena; the front section con 
prising a fabric panel for flattening the abdomen, this 
fabric having its maximum width at an intermediate point 
in the vertical length of the garment; the back panel being 
formed, in its main central region, of vertically stretch 
able fabric; the side sections each comprising an upper 
panel, of two-way stretch material, whose lower end ter 
minates in a downward full-width angular point, and a 
lower panel, of two-way stretch material, whose upper 
end terminates in an upward full-width angular point, 
these wide angular points overlapping to form a full dia 
mond at the mid-region of each side panel, these panels 
being sewed together along the edges of the diamond, 
the diamonds coming approximately opposite the hip 
joints of the wearer, the front side points of these dia 

- d to the front panel at its area of maxi 
and the back side points of these diamonds 
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being joined to the main central region of the back panel 
which region is of vertically stretchable fabric, whereby 
maximum resilient strength is provided to pull upon the 
abdomen-flattening front panel and this pull is distributed 
by gradual spreading thereof upwardly and downwardly, 5 
and the double strength and corresponding resistance of 
the diamonds lying at the body pivot points so the abdom 
inal pull is retained virtually unchanged as the wearer 
stands or sits, the main accommodation to such change in 
position being in the single thickness elastic material lo 
above and below the hip diamonds. 
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