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(57) Abstract: Provided is a variable magnification optic-
al system comprising: a first lens group (G1) that is ar-
ranged closest to the object side and that has a positive re-
fractive power; a negative lens group (G2) that is arranged
further toward the image side than the first lens group and
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that has a negative refractive power; a positive lens group
(G4) that is arranged further toward the image side than
the negative lens group, that includes at least one lens ar-
ranged further toward the image side than a stop (S), and
that has a positive refractive power; and a focusing group
(G3) that is arranged between the negative lens group and
l the positive lens group. When varying magnification, the

first lens group moves with respect to an object surface,

I the interval between the first lens group and the negative

lens group changes, and the interval between the negative
lens group and the positive lens group changes. When fo-
cusing, the interval between the focusing group and a lens
arranged in a position facing the object side of the focus-

ing group changes, the interval between the focusing
‘ group and a lens arranged in a position facing the image
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side of the focusing group changes, and a predetermined
conditional expression is satisfied.
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