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$1 Introduce captured-image signal

82 Calculate and s tore amount of defocus

3 Are two or more amounts of defocus stored?

84 Calculate and s tore difference (AS) between amount of
defocus

S5 Are there two or more calculated differences (AS)?
$6 Calculate and s tore dispersion of differences (AS)
$7 Dispersion z threshold value?

$8 Focusing control by using amount of defocus

59 Focus position remains unchanged

AA Start

BB No

CC Yes

(57) Abstract: The present invention provides an image-capturing device capable of ap-
propriately determining whether or not to continue a focusing operation and a focusing
method and a focusing control program for said device. A digital camera having an image-
capturing element (5) including a phase ditference detection pixel and an image-capturing
pixel calculates, each time an image is captured with the image-capturing element (5), the
amount of defocusing by using an image signal obtained by capturing an image with the
phase difterence detection pixel, and finds a difference between the amount of defocus ob -
tained for a desired image-capturing cycle among at least three cycles of successively per-
formed image-capturing and an amount of defocus obtained regarding image-capturing
performed after the desired image-capturing cycle. Phase-difference AF utilizing the cal-
culated amount of defocus is performed when a dispersion of a plurality of obtained differ-
ences is smaller than a threshold. Phase-difference AF is not performed when the disper-
sion is greater than or equal to the threshold.
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