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COMBINATION 'ADVERTISING AND"~
ILLUMINATING FIXTURE

Alten-B:-RusseH; Jr., Kansas:City, Mo.:
Application February 3, 1947; Serial No. 726:085"
3:Claims:. (CL.40:~130):

This«invention has:te do with:as fizture - for
Huminating merehandise:on display 'and sinuls
taneously: advertisingrorrotherwise: indicating to:
prospectiver purchasers: the-kihd of!goods. being
displayed:and-has:foi:its«primary«object.a pro=
visionr.of: a:devicésthat iscinexpensivestormanus
facture:and exceedingly:attractive..

The most-important-obfect jof this invention:s:

to-providesa :combination advertising: andillumsi=

nating fixture havingw shielded-electriellamp pros=:

vidéd with a plate:of {tramsparent material, havs

ingadvertising indiciactherson:and’ disposed to:
receive:aportion of ®the rayssof lightemanating:

from-said: electriclamp: .
Anotherrobject: ofzthisuinvention:is: to: provide
ascombinmation advertisingrand: iluminating: fixe

ture:havingran electrié-larap-partialljzswrrounded.
by.an openbottomrrefiectorupon oneside-whereof”
is:disposed-an: illuminated plats: of :plastic:mates
rial, which- plate:depends:a distances below thef
lowermost ' edge-of ‘the :reflector to receive:rays:
of light" directed:thereto: by the~ eléctric: lamp;

whereby the:plate:and-advertisingzindicia thereon:

i3 illuminated simultaneously with an illuniinas

tion of goods on display:below the fixture,

Other objects of this invention include the
manneyr in which -the--aforesaid- plastic plate is
beveled along one longitudinal edge thereof; the

manner in which a shield entirely-covers-the bev<-

eled edge of the plate to.direct rays of light trans-
versely through the plate; -and the said advertis-
ing indicia is molded into:one-face of the:plate
for: receiving: such transversely: ditected irays:of
light. .

Many minor.objects..of . this:zinventionswill ibe
made clear or becone apparens during the course
of the following specification, reference being had
to thevaccompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1" is“a perspective-view~of 'a displdy:case
showing therewith a combination advertisingand
illuminating fixture made in accordance with my
present invention.

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view of the fixture
per se taken on line II—II of Fig. 1, and

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary front elevational view
thereof, a portion of the shield being broken away
to reveal the roughened beveled edge of the plastic
plate.

In the field of merchandising, it is usually desir-
able to illuminate the goods on display, particu-~
larly when the same are housed within a glass
case therefor and at the same time make known
to purchasers the character of the goods in said
case. The device about to be described makes
such simultaneous illumination of the goods and
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2:
advertising of the same:possible thioughtHe he::
ditm’ of 7a single lighting: stéueturesands inn tHe:
ilustrations ‘shown, -this-fixturesis illistiated: ast
being mountéd withis:a displdy case broadly dess:

¢ ignated oy the nimmeral 107 The form:andicons:

stiuction: of ‘case 107 forms no'part’ of ‘thisdnven=:
ton:and may well Wave g number:of supporting:
shelves:for the goods; all to hesend thiat-the'sanies
may-berwell lighted by therdévics fotming s part:
of miy presentiinvention:. A:refléctdy, -generally:
désignated by the nuimeral:l2; hagia tep wall 14
and ‘a’.paif:of - downwardly extendmg stdé walls:
16%and 18y as well agretid wall§ 20¥. This refléétop:
i2; wHert“so [formed; presentsiaipolygonal strijgs:
ture; havingcan:open bottomiand a’pair: of tfdios
rescentldmps 22 are moumted within this reflecton
12 by affixing the same tocthexinhernmiost face:of
top ‘wall:14 through the mediumiiofiscrewsiorithe
like:24:. Thesecfluorescent lamps 222 ate: of " thies
usual: type: and: have . connectior t6 :at suitgble®
source’of ~eléctrical:leniergy s (notvshowny, .to-the:
end that raystof: llght‘emanatmg“therefrof. Will'
be directedr dowmnwardiy -in':the> directionsofthe
arrows-indicated in Figss 1and 2.

A plate of transparent material 26zidmmounted”
uponr theroutermostface-of side wall’| 8zof reflec-
tor 12:throughthe medium of a:pairof:L-shapeds
brackets-28-at eachendthereof:. Thesetbraskets:
28:each-havs oneleg thereof overtappinertheplate:
29:and the-opposite leg:thereof extendingirears
wardly: from wall i 8fand -overlappingzendswall. 20:
of‘reflector-{2.  A-number of scirews or theslike:
30:serverto mount-hrackets! 28 upon the: Dlateizsf
and end walls:20irespectively.:;

This:: plate- 26 - extends: the - ertires length: of
reflector: {2: and’ depenids o distance: belowr sidar
wall: 18, . as~issclear in:Fig. .2 Theslowermost!
longitudinal-edge-of plate:26:ds’inclinédinwardly:
from ;the-inmermost face thereof as7atr32 anddas
shieldz34anounted:upphipldte26:covers theentirs:
length:-of+thisxinélined edge: 3270fiplaté 265, THig:
shield 34 is mounted upon plate 26 through the
medium of screws or the like 36 and one leg 38
thereof overlaps a portion of the outermost face
of plate 26.

It is preferable that plate 26 be formed from
plastic inasmuch as such material has the pecul-
iar characteristics of not only being transparent
and permeable to rays of light but is capable of
directing such rays of light transversely through
its body. In other words, rays of light emanat-
ing from lamps 22, as indicated by arrows in
Fig. 2, strike the innermost face of plate 26 ex-
tending below wall 18 and as the same move
against the shield 34, such rays of light will move
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upwardly through plate 28 in the direction of the
arrows, shown in Fig. 2.

Suitable advertising indicia 42 is molded or
otherwise embossed within the plate 26 and pref-
erably in the innermost face thereof. As rays of
light travel upwardly through pilate 26, the same
will come in contact with the molded letters or
other indicia 42, causing the same to be brightly
illuminated and distinctly set out. It is this pe-
culiar light transmitting quality of plastic mate-
rial which presents the attractive appearance that
is desired since other types of transparent mate-
rial failed to illuminate such molded indicia in
distinctive patterns.

A pair of loops 44 upon end walls 20 of re-
flector 12 engage hooks 48 upon the uppermost
wall of case {0, to serve as a medium of hanging
the fixture in s position where the rays of light
will illuminate merchandise on display as the
indicia 42 is also lighted. While two lamps 22
have been shown as mounted within the shield
12, it is undersficod that only one is necessary
to attain the desired results or more than two
may be used is such is desired. While the in-
clined edge 32 of plate 26, combined with the
shield 34, will produce the effect of directing the
rays of light upwardly through plate 28, as above
explained, Fig. 3 of the drawing illustrates the
manner in which this beveled edge 22 may be
roughened or left in a rough condition when the
plate 26 is formed, to further assure that such
rays of light will not escape in an undesired di-
rection. In other words, such rougheneg condi-
tion of longitudinal edge 32 will additionally di-
vert the rays of light toward the indicia 42, where
the same, upon striking the molded letters, will
cause bright illumination.

Many advantages arising through the use of
the device just described will be apparent to those
experienced in the field and it is, therefore, de-
sired to be limited only by the spirit of this in-
vention and scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A combination advertising and illuminating
fixture comprising a housing open only at its
bottom and formed from opaque material, said
housing having at least one elongated, vertical
wall; illuminating means in said housing spaced
above said open bottom; a plate, co-extensive in
length with said wall and formed from material
permeable to rays of light, said plate having ad-
vertising indicia moulded in one face thereof, the
opposite face of the plate being secured flatly to
the outermost face of said wall, said plate ex-
tending downwardly beyond the lowermost edge
of said wall and having its lowermost edge in-
clined inwardly as said one face thereof is ap-
proached; and means having parts covering said
inclined edge of the plate for directing rays of
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light emanating from said illuminating means
vertically through said plate toward said indicia.

2. A combination advertising and illuminating
fixture comprising a housing open only at its bot-
tom and formed from opaque material, said hous-
ing having at least one elongated, vertical wall;
illuminating means in said housing spaced above
said open bottom; a plate, co-extensive in length
with said wall and formed from material per-
meable to rays of light, said plate having adver-
tising indicia moulded in one face thereof, the
opposite face of the plate being secured flatly to
the outermost face of said wall, said plate ex-
fending downwardly beyond the lowermost edge
of said wall and having its lowermost edge in-
clined inwardly as said one face thereof is ap-
proached; and means having parts covering said
inclined edge of the plate for directing rays of
light emanating from said illuminating means
vertically through said plate toward said indicia.

3. A combination advertising and illuminating
fixture comprising a housing opsn only at its
bottom and formed from opaque material, said
housing having at least one elongated, vertical
wall; illuminating means in said housing spaced
above said open boftom; a plate, co-extensive
in length with said wall and formed from mate-
rial permeable to rays of light, said plate having
advertising indicia moulded in one face thereof,
the opposite face of the plate being secured fat-
ly to the outermost face of said wall, said plate
extending downwardly beyond the lowermost
edge of said wall and having its lowermost edge
inclined inwardly as said one face thereof is ap-
proached; and means having parts covering said
inclined edge of the plate for directing rays of
light emanating from said illuminating means
vertically through said plate toward said indicia,
and opaque end panels for the plate, said panels
terminating at one end thereof adjacent said
inclined edge of the plate and projecting lateral-
ly from said opposite face of the plate in over-
lapping relationship to proximal walls of the
housing.
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