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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-8

A tissue gripping device comprising: a base section; and a
first arm having a first end coupled to the base section,
and a free end extending from the base section;wherein the
base section and the arm are formed of a shape-memory
material configured to exhibit superelasticity in a
physiological environment.

2. claims: 9-17

A tissue fixation system configured for intravascular
delivery and for use in joining mitral valve tissue during
treatment of the mitral valve, comprising: a body;a first
and second distal element, each including: a first end
pivotally coupled to the body and extending to a free second
end; and a tissue engagement surface between the first and
second end, the tissue engagement surface being configured
to approximate and engage a portion of leaflets of the
mitral valve; and a tissue gripping device formed of a
shape-memory material, including :a base section; and a
first arm and a second arm, each arm having a first end
coupled to the base section and a free end extending from
the base section, the first and second arms being disposed
opposite one another and each arm being configured to
cooperate with one of the first or second distal elements to
form a space for receiving and holding a portion of mitral
valve tissue therebetween.

3. claims: 27-34

A method of manufacturing a tissue gripping device, the
method comprising: cutting one or more structural features
into a strip or sheet stock material of a shape-memory
alloy, the one or more structural features including a
plurality of slotted recesses disposed at one or more side
edges of the stock material; and heat shape setting one or
more bend features into the stock material.

4., claim: 35

A tissue fixation kit, the kit comprising: a tissue gripping
system, the tissue gripping system including:an actuator
rod;an actuator line;a first and second distal element, each
including a first end pivotally coupled to the actuator rod
and extending to a free second end and a tissue engagement
surface between the first and second end, the first and
second distal elements being positionable by the actuator
rod;a tissue gripping device formed of a shape-memory
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

material, the tissue gripping device including a base
section, a first arm, and a second arm, each arm having a
first end coupled to the base section and a free end
extending from the base section, the tissue gripping device
being positionable by the actuator line;a handle; and a
delivery catheter having a proximal end and a distal end,
the tissue gripping system being couplable to the distal end
of the delivery catheter and the handle being couplable to
the proximal end of the delivery catheter.
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