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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application May 2, 1950, Serial No. 159,535 
(C. 66-78) Claims. 

This invention relates to hosiery and more par 
ticularly to full-fashioned or other type of hosiery 
having a noticeable median line extending length 
Wise at the rear thereof which is formed by a 
Sean structure, or a mock seam, or by some other 
RealS. 
Considerable difficulty has heretofore been ex 

perienced by the ladies in connection with the 
straight line-positioning of the rear seams of full 
fashioned stockings, due to the exertion and in 
convenience involved in viewing this seam while 
applying the stockings to the legs. Then too, 
When the rear seam becomes accidentally or 
otherwise: distorted from its initial straight line 
position, it presents an unflattering, or unsightly 
appearance, a condition which the ladies are 
anxious to avoid. Furthermore, when this con 
dition does exist, it is not easily detected by the 
Wearer of the stockings, since the rear seams 
thereof are so located that they cannot be readily 2 
seen during the normal activities of the wearer. 
One object of my invention is to provide novel 

hosiery which overconnes the indicated and other 
difficulties and troublesome conditions heretofore 
experienced by the wearer of hosiery or stockings 
having a noticeable median line extending length 
Wise at the rear thereof. - - - 
Another object is to provide such a stocking 

having means forming a lengthwise extending, 
clearly visible front median line arrangement of 
a certain length, which is located in overlying 
correspondence with said rear median line, so 
that said front line arrangement functions as 
readily adjustable indicator means for attaining 
quick and easy positioning of the rear median 
line relative to the leg of the Wearer. 
A further object is to provide such a stocking 

having a front median line arrangement that not 
only performs said special function, but which 
also serves to enhance the appearance of the 
stocking and produces a leg slenderizing effect 
when the stocking is in use and seen from the 
front. 
An additional object is to provide such a stock 

ing having a front median line arrangement vari 
ously embodied therein. For example, by means 
of an extra thread so as to produce a shadow line, 
or a contrasting color line effect; or by means of 
lace loops or stitches to effect a lace line effect; 
or by means of a separate strip or band of flexible, 
elastic or inelastic material, that is secured to the 
front of the stocking surface; or by the Surface 
application of a suitable paint-like material or 
medium. 
It is also an object to provide such a stocking 

10 

35 

40 

45 

55 

2 
having a front median line arrangement of vari 
ous ornamental characteristics. For example, 
the line effect may be produced by a single line or 
two closely spaced lines that extend lengthwise 
along the front of the stocking, from the top to 
the bottom edge thereof or substantially so; or 
that extend in intermediate relation to certain 
sections of the stocking, such as between the Welt 
section and the reinforced toe Section thereof; 
and such line arrangement may be enhanced by 
design ornamentations located at the ends there 
of, or at one or more points intermediate such 
ends. 
Another object is to provide a novel full 

fashioned stocking blank having a line effect of 
the type indicated extending lengthwise and cen 
trally thereof through all, or one or more of its 
constituent sections so that said line effect will 
serve the various purposes mentioned in the com 
pleted stocking produced from the blank. 
With these and other objects in view, which will 

become more readily apparent from the following 
detailed description of the various practical and 
illustrative embodiments thereof shown in the 
accompanying drawings, the invention comprises 
the novel stocking, stocking blank, hosiery ele 
ments, features of construction and arrangement 
of parts in cooperative relationship, as more par 
ticularly defined by the hereto appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front perspective view of one 

form of full-fashioned stocking embodying my in 
vention. 

Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the stocking 
shown in Figure 1. 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal cross-sectional view, taken 
substantially as indicated by the arrows 3-3 on 
Figure 1. 

Fig. 4 is a face view of one form of full-fash 
ioned stocking blank embodying my invention. 

Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of a second 
form of full-fashioned stocking embodying my 
invention. 

Fig. 6 is a rear perspective view of the stocking 
shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a pair of stock 
ings, corresponding with the stocking shown in 
Figs. 5 and 6, as they appear on the legs of a 
wearer when viewed from above with one leg 
crossing the other. 

Fig. 8 is a front perspective view of a third fo 
of stocking embodying my invention. 

Fig. 9 is a front perspective view of a fourth 
form of stocking embodying my invention. 
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Fig. 10 is a front perspective View of a fifth 
form of Stocking embodying my invention. 

Fig. 11 is a front perspective view of a sixth 
for in of Stocking enbodying my invention. 

Fig. 12 is a front perspective view of a Seventh 
form of stocking embodying my invention. 

FigS. 13 and 14 are, respectively, front and rear 
perSpective Views of a full-fashioned stocking 
Constituting an eighth form of stocking embody 
ing my invention. 

Fig. 15 is a front perspective view of a full-fash 
ioned stocking constituting a ninth form of stock 
ing enbodying my invention, and 

Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the stocking 
ShoWn in Fig. 15, taken Substantially, as indicated 
by the arrows 5-6 on Fig. 15. 

It Will be helpful to an understanding of my 
invention to first briefly consider the broader 
aspectS and phases thereof, so that, these may be 
kept in mind when subsequently reading the de 
tailed description of the practical and illustrative 
form of my improvements exemplified in the 
dra WingS. 

Accordingly, it is pointed out that my invention 
is herein disclosed as enbodied in a knitted, full 
fashioned Stocking and stocking blank of the 
modern conventional type produced, as usual, of 
Silk, nylon, or other yarns used for this purpose 
and made up of Standard type stitch, or loop 
formations, Such as plain loops, non-run loops, 
lace stitches, etc., or combinations of these, as 
formed by nodern hosiery manufacturing prac 
tices. 
Such a Stocking has a rear Sean extending 

lengthwise along the center, through all the con 
Stituent parts thereof, i. e., through the Welt Sec 
tion, the leg Section and the foot Section. 
The said seam consequently forms a noticeable 

medianline along the back of the stocking, which 
gives rise to the difficulties and troublesome con 
ditions heretofore indicated, during its applica 
tion to, and maintenance on, the leg of the wearer. 
One phaSe of my invention is directed to the 

elinination of this detrimental feature of the 
prior art full-fashioned hosiery, by the provision 
of a novel, Visible, median line at the front there 
of, Which extends lengthwise in overlying corre 
Spondence With the rear Sean, so that the said 
front median line will function as a convenient 
indicator means for facilitating the straight line 
positioning of the seam along the rear of the 
hosiery Wearer's leg. 
Another phase of my invention is directed to 

the provision of such a novel median line at the 
front of a stocking which produces a leg slender 
izing effect When the stocking is viewed on the leg 
Of the Wearer. 

Still another phase of my invention is directed 
to the provision of such a novel median line at 
the front of a stocking which serves as an orna 
mentation that enhances the appearance of the 
Stocking. 

It Will be understood that the leg slenderizing 
effect, as Well as the ornamentation effect pro 
duced by my novel median line arrangement at 
the front of the stocking, can be utilized to ad 
Vantage in Stockings other than full-fashioned 
Stockings, that is, in stockings that do not have 
a rear Sean Structure, or other means producing 
a noticeable median line at the rear thereof. 

Referring now to the form of my invention dis 
closed in Figures 1, 2 and 3, the stocking there 
shown is of the usual, knitted, conventional, full 
fashioned type, produced from a shaped knitted 
Stocking blank, such as depicted by Figure 4. 
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4. 
Such a stocking comprises a Welt part or Sec 

tion , a leg section 2 and a foot section 3. The 
foot section 3 may be provided, as usual, With 
one or nore reinforced portions, Such as a heel 
portion 4, a foot-Sole portion 5, and a toe por 
tion 6. 
The shaped full-fashioned stocking blank of 

Figure 4, is formed into a stocking as shown in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3, by bringing together the side 
selvedge edges thereof and uniting the same by 
a Seam , in usual manner. 
My novel stocking and stocking blank, includes 

a median line 8, which extends lengthWise along 
When the median line 8 is in 

corporated in a full-fashioned Stocking, it is lo 
cated in direct overlying correspondence with 
the rear seam 7, or in diametrical opposition 
thereto, as indicated in Figure 3. 
The line 8 may be formed in various Well 

known ways, as by means of an extra yarn knitted 
into the fabric, so as to produce a shadow-line 
effect, or by an extra knitted-in yarn of con 
trasting color to provide a more pronounced COn 
trast between the line and the adjacent Stocking 
areas. The line 8 may also be formed by means 
of contrasting stitches, or by means of a separate, 
flexible, elastic, or inelastic line-forming strip of 
textile or sheet material, that is attached to the 
Stocking fabric in Suitable and practical manner, 
as by Stitching, or by adhesive means. The line 
8 may also be applied to the Surface of the stock 
ing fabric by an embroidering, dyeing, stenciling, 
or painting process, in the manner of the prior 
art practice followed When applying embroidered, 
stenciled, dyed, or painted ornaments on textile 
fabrics. 
For purposes of illustration, I have herein 

shown the line 8 as extending lengthWise of the 
stocking and stocking blank, from the top to the 
bottom thereof. However, it will be understood 
that the line 8 may be of a lesser length and may 
extend, for example, from the welt to the rein 
forcement portion 6, or substantially so. Fur 
thermore, it is to be understood that the line 8 
may be enhanced by ornamental effects added at 
one or both ends thereof, or added at one or more 
points intermediate the ends of the line 8. Such 
variations in length and ornamentation are ex 
emplified by Figs. 5 to 16 inclusive of the drawings 
which correspond With the disclosures of my re 
lated copending design applications, that are 
identified by serial number and filing date, as 
follows: 

Serial Number Filing Date 

9,306 
9,307 
9,308 
9, 54. 
9,542 
9,543 
9, 544 
9,545 

Apr. 18, 1950. 
Apr. 18, 1950. 
Apr. 18, 1950. 
Apr. 28, 1950. 
Apr. 28, 1950. 
Apr. 28, 1950. 
Apr. 28, 1950. 
Apr. 28, 1950. 

In the drawings, Figs. 5 to 16 inclusive exem 
plify such modifications in line arrangement, Or 
effect, as follows: 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 illustrate a front median line, 
like the line 8, that may be produced by an extra. 
knitted-in thread of the same color a S. the Stock 
ing fabric so as to provide a shadow-line effect, 
or of a contrasting color with respect to the color 
of the adjacent stocking areas, to thereby pror 
vide greater distinctiveness. The line 8. ShoWn 
in Figs. 5, 6 and 7 extends in lengthwise inter 
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mediate Spaced relation between the welt and 
reinforced toe portion of the stocking. 

Eig. 8 illustrates. afront median line 8, like 
the line 8, but in “dash' or "interrupted' ioima 
tion. Such a line may also be produced Wiki an 
extra knitted-in yarn, or thread of the same color 
as the SiOcking fabric, or of a contrasting color. 
The front median line. shown in Fig. 8 extends 
in lengthwise internaediate spaced relation be 
tween the we?t and reinforced toe portion of the 
Stocking. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a double-line effect 8 whic 
may be incorporated in a stocking to perform sub 
stantially the same function as the single line 8 
shown in Fig. 1 herein: . . In this instance, - the 
Space between the double-line is positioned in 
overlying correspondence With the rear seam of 
the stocking. The said double-line effect may be 
produced by knitted-in yarns of the same, or a 
contrasting color, with respect to the color of 
the adjacent stocking areas, or by lace stitches, 
etc., as previously explained. The said line ex 
tends in lengthwise intermediate relation between 
the Welt and reinforced toe portion of the stock 
19. 

Fig. 10 illustrates a front median lace line 8d., 
produced by lace or other contrasting stitches in 
usual and Well-known nanner, which line ex 
tends lengthwise from the Welt to the reinforced 
toe portion of the Stocking. 

Fig. 11 illustrates a front edian line effect, Se 
comprising a solid line section embellished by 
ornamentations at both ends thereof. Such a 
line effect may also be produced by knitted-in 
yarn, lace stitches, etc., as previously explained, 
and is arranged to extend lengthwise fron the 
welt to the reinforced toe portion of the stock 
ing. Stated in another way, there is provided an 
indicator Structure including a straight linear ele 
ment, and an ornamental element at One or both 
ends thereof. 

Fig. 12 illustrates a front median line 8f ex 
tending from the Welt to the reinforced toe por 
tion of the stocking embellished by ornamenta 
tions at one or more locations intern ediate the 
einds of the line. The Ornanentations are shown 
as located directly below the knee, in the ankle 
area, and in the instep area. Stated in another 
way, there is provided an indicator structure in 
cluding a straight linear element, and Ornamen 
tal elements located at one or more of the points 
indicated. Here again, the line and the orna 
mentations may be produced in the various Ways 
previously pointed out. , 

FigS. 13 and 14 illustrate a full-fashioned 
stocking having the usual rear Seam which has 
a zig-zag front Inedian line 3g extending frogin 
the welt to the reinforced toe portion of the stock 
ing. Such a line may also be produced in the 
various ways previously pointed out. 

Figs. 15 and 6 illustrate a full-fashioned 
stocking with rear Sean having a front median 
line effect extending from the Welt to the instep 
area, in opposed relation to the seam, and pro 
duced by a plain or Ornamented Separate elastic, 
or inelastic strip, band, ribbon, etc. indicated by 
the reference character 8h, formed of textile or 
sheet material that is applied to the front Sur 
face of the stocking fabric in any practical and 
suitable known manner, as by Stitching, adhesive 
means, etc. This separate-material line or orna 
mentation effect may also be produced by apply 
ing to the front outer fabric Surface a coating 
of suitable line or ornamentation producing Ina 
terial, such as paint, or some other similar medi 
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un. In this connection, it should be particularly 
noted that this separate-material line Or Ornar 
mentation effects: provides the additional advan 
tage of keeping the liae or ornamentation pro 
dueing means spaced, or insulated, from contact 
With the stocking wearer's skin, since the Stock 
ing fabric is positioned in intermediate relation 
to Said haeans and the skira. When the Stocking is 
in use. This permits the strip, band, ribbon, etc., 
to be treated with a medium that should not ordi 
narily be brought into direct contact with the 
skin. Accordingly, such separate-material line 
or ornamentation producing means may be en 
ployed for carrying out a Special, or desirable 
effect, by some medium which for one reason or 
another must be kept from direct contact with 
the skin of the Stocking Wearer's leg. 

Modifications 

From the foregoing, it will be realized by those 
skilled in the art that the various line or orna 
mentation effects, or arrangements, along the 
front of a stocking as herein. Specifically indi 
cated, can be carried out in other Ways. For 
example, by known dyeing proceSSes or by em 
broidery methods. FigS. 5 to 16 inclusive conse 
quently illustrate only some of the many ways 
in which my stocking improvements may be em 
bodied and modified within the scope of my in 
vention. - 

Furthermore, it is to be particularly noted that 
an additional novel effect may be accomplished 
in conjunction. With the incorporation in a stock 
ing of such line, or ornamentation effects, or 
arrangements, by the use of dyes, or other Sub 
stances, or material, that produce a glow effect, 
or light reflecting effect, or other result, when 
exposed to natural, or artificial light. 

Also, that the Seam aligning and leg slender 
izing function of the line effects and arrange 
ments herein disclosed, will be substantially 
maintained even though the location of the same 
is altered somewhat in a lateral direction. 

Accordingly, the improvements herein specifi 
cally shown and described can be changed and 
modified in various ways without departing from 
the invention herein disclosed and more particu 
larly defined by the hereto appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A stocking of the character described which 

extends at least to the knee area of the wearer 
and comprises, a foot section, a leg section, and 
an indicator structure including a straight linear 
element and an ornamental element, which struc 
ture is located in substantially median plane re 
lation to the front of said stocking and extends 
downwardly from Said Stocking knee area, at least 
to the ankle area, with the Ornamental element 
arranged substantially at the lower end of the 
linear element. 

2. A stocking in accordance With claim 1, 
wherein the ornamental element is located at 
one end of Said linear element, 

3. A stocking in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein an additional ornamental element is lo 
cated at the other end of said linear element. 

4. A stocking in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the ornamental element is located inter 
mediate the ends of said linear element. 

5. A stocking in accordance with claim 1, 
Wherein the Ornamental element is located in 
the foot area of the Stocking. 

6. A stocking in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein an additional ornamental element is lo 
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cated substantially at the ankle area of the stock- UNITED STATES PATENTS 
ing. Number Name D 

7. A stocking in accordance with claim 1, 1654,064 Zaki T. Dec. 3.1997 
wherein an additional ornamental element is lo- 2105,758 scarborough Jan.18, 1938 
cated Substantially at the knee area of the stock 5 2278277 Mendelsohn Mar. 31.543 
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