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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. MAGUIRE, 

of the town of New Lots, and county of Kings, 
in the State of New York, have invented a 
certain new and useful Method of Dyeing 
Leather in Parti-Colors. 
My invention relates to the ornamentation 

of leather goodsby partially dyeing the leather, 
or dyeing it in different colors. 

It is well known that any coloring matter 
which could be Worked on type or type-like 
embossing-tools would be of too great con 
sistency to allow it to penetrate the cuticle 
surface of the leather and effect a fast and dul 
Table color; and that dyes, such as are em 
ployed by leather and morocco colorers, can 
not be practically used after the manner of 
ink on type, or embossing tools or dies, on 
account of their fluidity. 
My invention consists in surrounding the 

portion of the leather to be colored, or to re 
main uncolored, with a sharp or clean-edged 
continuous guard of the proper form, which, 
on being compressed upon the leather, will 
form a receptacle for receiving and retaining, 
or a means for excluding the liquid dye-stuff: 
and I do hereby declare that the following 
specification, taken in connectioi with the 
drawings furnished and forming a part of the 
same, is a clear and accurate description of my 
invention. 

Referring to the drawing, Figure 1 repre 
sents the ornamented leather back of a horse 
brush. Fig. 2 represents the same in the pro 
cess of dyeing, with a clamp, such as will be 
suited to the purpose. 
The ornamented leather in Fig.1 is not only 

partially dyed, but embussed at the undyed 
portions and plain throughout the dyed por 
tion. At A for instance, it may be, however, 
dyed green, at B blue, and at Cred. The 
dyeing may be completed prior to the embos 
sing operation, or it may be done after, as may 
be desired. In either case, the guards D, 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, are essential. They 
will, preferably, be composed of iron, and may 
be cast or constructed of rolled metal. Their 
lower edges should be even and true, so that 
when placed upon the leather a good general 
bearing thereon will be had. The lower edge 
may be plain or figured, thick or thin, as may 

be desired. These guards may be made in any 
desired form to correspond with the general 
outline of the figures to be embossed. The 
clamping-frame E may be made of a platform, 
a yoke, and a screw, as shown, or any other of 
the well-known forms of clamp may be em 
ployed. The leather is placed on the platform 
with the side to be dyed upward, and the sev 
eral guards are properly located, the cross-tie 
a placed across the upper edges of the guards, 
alnd the SQrew turned down until the lower 
edges are sufficiently in contact with the 
leather to prevent the passage of dye beneath, 
and form thereby a series of reservoirs of 
proper dimensions and form for receiving the 
dye which is to color that portion of the leather. 
In many cases the surface of the leather is 
polished or otherwise finished, and, therefore, 
considerable time will be requisite for the dye 
to properly penetrate it; so, also, if the emboss 
ing be first done. After the die has remained 
Within the guards for a proper length of time, 
which will, of course, vary according to the 
character of the work and color of the dye, the 
clamp is lifted and the unused dye poured 
therefrom into receptacles for the respective 
colors. - 

With a view to economy in using dye-stuff, 
a piece of soft felt, of proper size, and sat. 
urated in the dye-stuff, may be used within 
the guard With a plunger or block fitted to 
evenly compress the same upon the leather, so 
that When the pressure is removed the felt 
Will reabsorb the surplus dye. 
When it is desirable to emboss and dye at 

the Same time, the embossing-die will be pro 
vided with a projecting flange, which will per 
form the function of the guards described, 
When compressed on the leather, and such em. 
bossing-dye, when employed with the inter. 
posed saturated felt, will squeeze the coloring 
matter from the felt, and retain it all within 
the guard and force it into the leather without 
danger of spreading at the sides upon that 
portion of the leather to remain undyed. The 
lines and finish of embossing done with the 
felt are, of course, not so clear and fine as 
When the embossing-tool is in direct contact 
With the leather, and, therefore, after the em. 
bossing has been completed, shallow plain dies, 
with the outline guards and the saturated felt, 
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may be employed for dyeing with good results. 
In all cases, however, neat outlines cannot be 
secured without the employment of the dye 
receiving and retaining guards, whether em 
ployed separately and used with a special 
clamp, or in conjunction with embossing-dies, 
as described. 
I am aware that, in dyeing textile fabrics by 

“immersion,” reserves have been attained by 
the employment of pattern-blocks, between 
which the reserve portions of the fabrics were 
compressed in a clamp, which, with the fab 
rics, were immersed in the dye-vats. My im 
proved process differs from all such methods, 
in dealing only with the surface of the leather, 
and admits of the simultaneous dyeing of sev. 
eral portions of the same continuous surface, 
in as many different colors, a result which 

cannot be accomplished by any of the pro 
cesses heretofore known and practiced within 
my knowledge; and 

I therefore claim as new, to be secured by 
Letters Patent 
The process of dyeing leather in parti-colors, 

which consists in protecting the plain portions 
of the leather from the action of the dye, or preventing the colors from intermingling by 
means of the inclosing-guards in contact with 
the surface of the leather under pressure, and 
arranged to retain therein, or exclude there 
from, all excess of coloring matter, substan 
tially as described. 

CHAS. W. MAGUIRE. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK C. LANG, 
MARCUS SACKET, 

  


