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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

LYMAN PETTIGREW, OF GARDINER, MAINE. 

IMPROVEMENT EN WRITING-TABLETS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 123,045, dated January 23, 1872. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LYMAN PETTIGREW, of 

Gardiner, in the county of Kennebec and State 
of Maine, have invented a new and valuable 
Improvementin Portable Writing-Tablets; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawing making a 
part of this specification, and to the letters and 
figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representation 
of a face view of my invention. Fig. 2 is a 
vertical section of the same. 

This invention has relation to writing-tab 
lets; and the novelty consists in the hereinaf. 
ter-described construction of an article con 
sisting of a stiff board covered or partly-cov 
ered with velvet, and provided with a pocket. 
The tablet is intended as a substitute for a 

desk or Writing-table, and the pocket for the 
purpose of containing a quantity of Writing 
paper, as well as serving as a guard to pre 
vent the paper, when being Written on, from 
being soiled by the hand. 

Referring to the drawing, A represents a 
board or tablet, made of any convenient size, 
and of a rectangular form. A designates a 
cushion, consisting of a piece of velvet at 
tached to and covering or partly covering the 
face of the tablet A. On said cushion is laid 
the sheet of paper to be written upon. B rep 
resents a piece of oil-cloth, leather, or other 
suitable material stretched across the face of 
the tablet and fastened at the sides, and, if 

necessary, at the lower edge. This piece con 
stitutes a pocket to contain a quantity of Writ 
ing-paper and envelopes. It will be seen that 
it does not extend to the upper end of the tab 
let, but leaves the greater part of the cover 
exposed. 

In using the tablet the sheet of paper is 
drawn out of the pocket gradually, according 
as the page becomes filled, the hand resting 
on the outside of the pocket, which thus forms 
a guard to prevent the sheet from being soiled. 
The tablet A may be more readily made of 

tin than of any other suitable and durable ma 
terial. When tin is used the pieces A and B 
may be cut to the proper size and laid on the 
tablet, after which its edges are bent over, as 
shown at b, so as to secure all the parts to 
gether. 
The tablet is especially designed to be car 

ried in the pocket, and hence the back should 
be stiff and firm to prevent the paper from be 
ing crumpled or curled. ?? 
I claim as my invention 
The improved Writing-tablet herein de 

scribed, consisting of the metallic back Abent 
over at the edges to secure the velvet cushion 
A', said cushion covering the lower portion of 
the back, and a pocket, B, substantially as 
and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony that I claim the above, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

Witnesses: LYMAN. PETTIGREW. 
R. M. MANSUR, 
E. W. WEBBER. 


