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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, MELVIN J. LOCKE, a
citizen of the United States, residingin Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented certain
Improvements in Insulated Pipe-Joints, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to construct
an improved electrie joint for combined elec-
tro and gas fixtures, the main object of my
invention being to so construct the cou pling
that it can be loosened when the fixture is ap-
plied to the gas pipe. This object I attain in
the following manner, reférence being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1, is a' perspective view of my im-
proved insulated coupling. Fig. 2, is a sec-
tion on the line 2—2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3, is a sec-
tion on the line 3—3, Fig. 1.
tached perspective view of the metallic parts.
Fig. 5, is a view of a modification of my in-
vention,

A is the pipe from the gas main.

B is the fixture pipe.-

The pipe A is screwed into a bloeck C and
the pipe B screwed into the block D. The
openings in these blocks align so that the gas
will pass from the pipe A through the coup-
ling in the pipe B, but the block C is insu-

lated from the block D by a sheet e of non--

conducting material, clearly shownin Figs.2
and 38 and the upper face of the block D is
recessed, as shown in Fig. 3. The lower face
of the block C is shaped to fit this recess to
prevent the blocks shifting out of line. The
insulating material e conforms to the shape
of the blocks. Above the block Cis a plate
D’ insulated from the block C by a noncon-
duecting strip ¢’ and at each side of the coup-
ling are metallic straps F F which confine
the blocks B and C and the plate D in posi-
tion. ‘

I make the block Cnarrower than the block
D so that there will be sufficient space be-
tween the straps and the block C to prevent
contact, ! .

The upper face of the plate D’ is recessed,
as shown in Fig. 3, forming a socket for the

- rounded portions f of the straps F so that

Fig. 4, is a de-

they can be swung under the block D and
when once in position these straps rigidly con-
fine the parts together. :

The opening d in the plate D’ is longer
than the pipe A to prevent electrical contact
between the parts.

The opening ¢ in the block C and the open-
ing d in the block D are contracted at their
inner ends forming shoulders which prevent
the pipes A and B being accidentally screwed
into the coupling tosuch anextentas to come
in contact, : .

While I prefer to make the coupling in the
shape shown in Fig. 1, it may be slightly
modified without departing from my inven-
tion and the straps F ¥ may be shrunk on
instead of forced on but by tlie construction
shown the coupling can be readily taken
apart if necessary to insert fresh nonconduet-
ing material.

In some instances the plate D’ may be dis-
pensed with, and insulating material may be
inserted between the upper edge of the straps
I and the block C as illustrated in Fig. 5.

T claim as my invention—

1. The eombination in an insulated joint,
of the blocks C and D adapted to receive the
pipes, insulating material between the blocks
and straps for confining the blocks together
and to the insulating material, substantially
as deseribed. .

2. The combination in a nonconducting
joint, of the blocks D and C, insulated one
from another and into which the two pipes
are adapted to be screwed, a plate D’ insu-
lated from the block C and straps for confin-
ing the blocks and plate together, substan:
tially as deseribed. \

3. The combination of the block D screw
threaded to receive a pipe having its upper
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surface recessed, with a block C adapted to .

receive a pipe and having its lower surface
shaped to ecorrespond to the block D, insulat-
ing material between the two blocks, a plate
above the block C and insulating material
between the plateand the block and means for
confining the plate and blocks together, sub-
stantially asdescribed,
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4, The combination of the block D having In testimony whereof I have signed my
a recess in its upper face, a block C adapted | name to this specification in the presence of 1o
to said recess, insulating material between | two subscribing witnesses.
the two blocks, a plate D’ having an opening

5 d larger in diameter than the pipe sockets in MELVIN J. LOCKE.
said plate, and straps resting in said sockets Witnesses:
and adapted to confine the plate and blocks, WILL A. BARR,

substantially as described. JoserH H. KLEIN.




