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7 Claims:

This invention relates to supports for fireplace
screens of the collapsible draw curtain type or of
panel type. )

Metal fireplace screeens of a type capable of
being suspended from rods and drawn like cur-
tains either in front of or to one side of the fire-

place are much in demand. These screens are '

sometimes supported from frames that are inde-
pendent of the fireplace but these independent
supports take up a considerable amount of room,
are easily upset or pushed out of place and are
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often unsightly. Securing screen supports of this

type directly to the fireplace overcomes the ob-
Jjections to independent or detached screen sup-
ports but the screen supports that have hereto-
fore been secured to the fireplace have usually
required the services of mechanics and the use of
special tools to install and have required drilling
or other mutilation of the fireplace with the conse-
quent danger of breaking the tile or brick or
masonry and rendering the fireplace unsightly.
In accordance with this invention I overcome
the above described objections by providing a fire-
place screen support that can be secured to a

fireplace very quickly and easily by unskilled per-

sons without danger of injuring or mutilating the
fireplace. ‘ : v

It is an object of this invention to provide fire-
place screen supporting means of simple, efficient
and inexpensive construction that can be quickly
and easily secured to a fireplace by unskilled
labor without the use of any tools except a wrench
or pair of pliers and without injury to the fireplace
and that is quickly and easily detached from said
fireplace. ’

It is another object of this invention to provide
fireplace screen supporting means that may be
positioned within the combustion chamber of a
fireplace and rigidly but releasably secured to said
fireplace by expanding said supporting means
against the walls of the fireplace combustion
chamber.

Other objects of this invention will be apparent
from the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing and appended

_claims. ‘

In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a front elevation of
a fireplace having screen means and screen sup-
porting means constructed in accordance with
this invention, the screen means being drawn to
the sides of the fireplace. ' _

Fig. 2 is a view partly in section and partly in
plan, on a larger scale than Fig. 1, taken sub-
stantially on broken line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
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Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of an
end portion of a flat bar shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on broken line 4—4§ of
Fig. 2, showing a sleeve member for the flat bars.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of an
extensible support constructed in accordance with
this invention. '

Fig. 6 is a plan view, with parts in section show-
ing fireplace screen supporting means of modified
construction employing ‘two upright extensible
supporting members positioned at opposite sides
of the fireplace combustion chamber and support-
ing the means that carries the screens. )

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of an
end portion of one of the flat bars shown in Fig. 6.

Fig, 8 is a fragmentary view partly in section
and partly in elevation on broken line 8—8 of
Fig. 6. :

Fig. 9 is a plan view, with parts in section, of
another modified form of screen supporting
means.

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary front elevation showing
flexible fireplace screens supported directly on an
extensible supporting rod that extends erosswise
of the upper portion of a fireplace combustion

- chamber.

Like reference numerals designate like parts
throughout the several views. .

In accordance with this invention I provide one
or more extensible supporting members adapted
to be placed within the combusion chamber. of g
fireplace 13, Fig. 1, and expanded against the walls
of the fireplace combustion chamber to secure said
supporting member or members in fixed position
whereby one or more fireplace screens may be di-
rectly supported thereon or other means upon
which the screens are hung may be supported by
the supporting member or members.

Collapsible metal screens of the type herein con-
templated may be formed of interlaced wire helices
or metal mesh or in any other desired manner. to
provide a metal screen that may be drawn like
a curtain.

The extensible supporting members used in con-
nection with all forms of this invention are best
iltustrated in Fig. 5. Each extensible supporting
member comprises a larger tubular member 14 and
a smaller tubular member 15. The smaller tubular
member 5§ is telescopically disposed within an
end portion of the largér tubular member 4. The
tubular members {4 and 15 are preferably of thin
strong metal, such as bronze, stainless steel, or
a like metal of ornamental appearance. The
smaller tubuldr member 15 preferably fits snugly
within the larger tubular member 14 whereby said




. 2”

" two members 14 and 15 are maintained in accurate -

alignment and will not sag but are relatively’

‘movable rotatively and longitudlnal}y for the pur-
pose of adjustment.

One of the tubular members, such as the mem-
ber 14, has a nut 18 fixedly secured therein by
means such as pins |17 which extend through the
tubular member {4 and are pressed into the nut
18. Obviously other means may be employed to
fixedly secure the nut 16 within the member 14.
The other tubular member {5 has a threaded rod
18 fixedly secured thereto as by pins {8. The rod
18 is threaded into the nut 16. Turning the two
tubular members {4 and 1§ relative to each other
will turn the threaded rod 18 in the nut 16 and
this will Increase or decrease the combined over
all length of said two members {4 and (5.

The outer end portion of each member 4 and
15 is provided with a fitting comprising a cylin-
 drical portion 20 fitted into and secured within
the tubular member, a larger portion 21 having
flat external surfaces and providing a shoulder
22 to abut against the end of the tubular member,
- and a prong portion 23 on the end thereof. The
portion 21 may be hexagonal or any suitable
" shape to receive a tool, such as a wrench or pair
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and flat bars 27 together. The front side of the -
bars 2T and sleeve 31 are preferably of ornamental
appearance. ) : _
Bracket plates 32 are welded or otherwise
rigidly secured within the doubled end ‘portions
of the bars 27 and holes 33 are provided in these .
bracket plates for receiving the end portions of a
rod 34 that extends across the front of the fire-
place parallel to the bars 27 and is spaced a short
distance back of said bars 27 so that it will be

~hidden from view and still provide clearance for
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of pliers, by which the tubular member connected

therewith may be turned or held against turning.

In applying an extensible member of the type
shown in Fig. 5, to a fireplace the said extensible
member is contracted until it can be positioned
at a desired location between two opposite walls
of the fireplace combustion chamber and is then
fixedly secured in place by relatively turning the
two tubular members -and jamming the outer
end portions of said tubular members, including
the prongs 23, against opposite walls of the fire-

place combustion chamber.. Preferably spring

washers 24, or other members as hereinafter
described, are placed over the prongs 23 to such
an extent that much of the thrust is borne by
the said spring washers or other members and
the prongs 23 enter the brick work, masonry or
tile of the fireplace only a short distance. The
prongs 23 thus help to hold the parts in pla)ce
but do not objectionably mar the fireplace.

In Fig. 10, I show one simple method of using
this extensible support to support collapsible
metal fireplace screens 25 of the draw curtain
type. In this instance I slip the rings 26 by
which the screens 25 are supported over the ex-
tensible support and then secure the extensible
support crosswise of the fireplace combustion
chamber adjacent the top of the fireplace open-
ing. This supports the screens' 28 and allows
them to be opened by drawing toward one side
and closed by drawing toward center.

Figs. 1 to 4 show another method of using this

extensible support to fasten to the fireplace de-.

vices on which screens are carried.” This struc-
" ture comprises two flat metal bars 27 of duplicate
construction. Each bar has one end bent re-
versely . in -substantially ‘U shape to provide a
" portion 28 that is spaced from the main part of
the bar and is adapted to lie against the face of
a fireplace. The end of each bar portion 28
is bent at right angles thereto to provide a tip
- member 29 adapted to extend into the combus-
tion chamber of the fireplace and rest against
the side wall of the same. Each tip member 29
is provided with a hole 30 through which a prong
23 on the extensible member may extend.. The
inner ends of the fiat bars are telescopically and
_adjustably supported within a sleeve 3f. Pref-

the screen rings 26 that are slidably disposed on
said rod 34. ~

-The collapsible metal screens 25 are 'shown
drawn to the sides of the fireplace in Fig. 1, and
the rings 26 are similarly positioned in Fig. 2.

The U shaped outer end portions of the flat
bars 21 extend beyond the edges of the openins
in the fireplace and the screen supporting rod &
eéxtends substantially to the outer ends of the
bars. This provides for supporting the screens
28 in front of the fireplace with the outer edges
of the screens extending beyond and hiding the
edges of the fire] ace opening. Also it provides
more clearance L:iween the two screens when
they are drawn to the sides of the fireplace than
is provided by the structure of Fig. 10.

Obviously the U shaped end portions may be

- of any desired length so as to extend any desired
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erably screws 31” are used to secure the sleeve 31 (&

distance beyond the edges of the opening in the

_fireplace. ‘

The portions 28 of the bars 21 are positioned
against the front of the fireplace. The prongs
23 extend through the holes 38 in the tip mem-
bers 28 and project into the masonry of the fire-
‘place a short distance and the washers 24 are
clamped tightly against the tip members 28.
This provides a very firm and substantial struc-
ture that can be applied to a fireplace very
quickly and by an unskilled person without the
use of special tools and without requiring any
f the fireplace. Also this support,
when so applied, will not become loose but can
be quickly and easily removed if desired.

Figs. 6, 7 and 8 show a structure in which two
upright extensible supports, of the type shown in
Fig. 5, are positioned near opposite side walls of
the fireplace opening and used to support cross
bar and rod means of a form similar to that
shown in Figs. 1 to 4. "In this structure the re-
versely bent outer end portions of the flat bars
are modified by omitting the tip members 29 and
providing in place thereof flat plate members 35
that extend between the upper end portions of

.the extensible supports and the top wall of the

fireplace opening’ and are provided with holes
38 through which the prongs 23 extend. The
plate members 35 are preferably welded or other-

. wise rigidly secured to the bottom edge of the

bar portion 28 so that when they are installed
as shown in Fig. 8, they will support. the bar
members 27 high enough to hide the top edge of
the fireplace opening. -

-The remaining parts of the structure shown
in Pigs. 6, 7 and 8 are similar to those shown in
Pigs. 1 to 4 and are similarly numbered.

In the event the top of the fireplace opening
is provided with a metal plate that the prongs
23 will not penetrate then I preferably provide
enough additional washers on the prong 23 to )
hold the tip of the prong clear of the metal plate.
When this is done the pressure of the extensible
members provides ample clamping action to hold
the parts firmly in place.

The structure shown in Fig. 9, comprises two
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2 shaped plates or brackets 36 supported from the
fireplace by an extensible support in the same
manner as the kars 21—28—29 shown in Figs. 1
~to 4. Another extensible member 317, longer than
the memkter which supports the z brackets 36
has its end prongs 23 projected through holes 38
in the Z brackets 36 and is supported by said Z
brackets. The rings 26 of the screens 2§ are slid-
. ably disposed on the extensible member 31.

* The foregoing description and accompanying
drawing clearly discloses certain preferred embodi-
ments of my invention but it will be understood
that these disclosures are merely illustrative and
that changes may bs made within the scope and
sp’rit of the following claims.

I claim:

1. A support for a metal fireplace screen com-
prising supporting members longitudinally mov-
able relative to each other; and non-yielding
means for extending and rigidly holding said

supporting members in clamping engagement with

opposite walls of a fireplace combustion chamber.

2. Fireplace screen means for supporting col-
lapsible metal draw, screens comprising support-
ing members longitudinally movable relative to
each other; and non-yielding means for extending
and rigidly holding said suppeotting members
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firmly in contact with opposite walls of a fireplace -

combustion chamber; and collapsible metal screern:

members of draw curtain type supported by said
supporting members. ’

3. A support for a metal fireplace screen com-
prising two substantially aligned supporting mem-
bers longitudinally movable relative to each
other; a prong on the outer end portion of each

supporting member; spring washer means on said’

prongs; and means for relatively extending said
supporting members and holding the same in
clamping engagement with opposite walls of &

fireplace combustion chamber with the prongs

slightly embedded in the walls and the- washers
pressed firmly against the walls. .

4, Fireplace screen means for supporting col-
lapsible metal draw screens comprising supporting
members longitudinally movable relative to each
other; means for extending and holding said sup-
porting members in clamping engagement with
opposite walls of a fireplace; bracket means sup-
ported by the end portions of said supporting
members; and & screen supporting rod carried
by said bracket means, -

5. Fireplace screen means for supporting col-
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lapsible metal draw screens comprising supporting
members longitudinally movable relative to each
other; means for extending and holding said sup-
porting members in clamping engagement with
oppesite walls of a fireplace combustion chamber;
two flat bar members having U shaped outer end
pcrtions provided with inwardly extending tips
that are secured between the outer ends of said
supporting members and the walls of the fire-
place combustion chamber; a sleeve member
telescopically receiving the inner end portions
of said two flat bar members; and a screen.sup-
porting rod positioned adjacent the rear of said
flat bar members with its end portions extending
into the U shaped end portions of said flat bar
members and engaged therewith.

6. Fireplace screen means for supporting col-
lapsible metal draw screens comprising two rela-
t.vely telescopic -tubular supporting members;
screw means adapted to expand said supporting
members into clamping engagement with oppo-
cite walls of a fireplace combustion chamber; two
flat bar members extending across the fireplace
combustion chamber adjacent the upper edge
thereof and having U shaped outer end por-
tions adapted to extend beyond the sides of the
firepldce combustion chamber and rest against
the fireplace and further having inwardly ex-
tending tip portions that are held between the

‘outer ends of said supporting members and the

fireplace walls whereby said flat bars are sup-
ported; a sleeve member telescopically receiving
the inner end portions of said two flat bar mem-
bers; and a screen supporting rod positioned ad-
jacent the rear of said flat bar members with its
end portions extending into the U shaped end
portions of said flat bar members and engaged
therewith, .

7. Fireplace screen means for supporting col-
lapsible metal draw screens comprising support-
ing members longitudinally movable relative to
each other; means for extending and holding said
supporting members in clamping engagement with
opposite walls of a fireplace combustion chamber;
two Z shaped bracket members secured between
the ends of said supporting members and the
walls of the fireplace combustion chamber; and =
telescopic extensible screen supporting member
supported horizontally of the upper portion of
the fireplace by said Z shaped bracket members.

JAMES F. SHANNON,




