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1 Claim.

This invention ‘rslates ito dispensing. .devices
and is particularly adapted to dispense narrow
elongated articles, such as toothpicks, for ex-
ample. - '

The device of our invention is intended to pro-
vide a sanitary holder for toothpicks and to dis-
pense the same singly.

One of the objects of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of the character mentioned which is
certain in operation.

Other objects of the inventicn will be appreci-
ated from a reading of the following specifica-
tion.

The invention will be fully and comprehensive-

5 ly understood from a consideration of the follow-

ing detailed description when read in connection
with the accompanying drawing which forms
part of the application, with the understanding,
however, that the improvement is capable of ex-
tended application and is not confined to the
exact showing of the drawing nor to the precise
construction described and, therefore, such
changes and modifications may he made there-
from as do not affect the spirit of the invention
nor exceed the scope thereof as expressed in the
appended claim,

In the drawing:

Tig. 1 is a side elevation of the device of our
invention showing a toothpick presented for
withdrawal.

Fig. 2 is a central vertical section of the de-
vice shown in Fig. 1, this view, as well as Fig. 1,
showing the toothpick container in a depressed
position; and

Tig. 3 is a fragmentary central vertical sec-
tion of the device with the container in the raised
or elevated position. }

Referring to the drawing for a more detailed
description thereof, the circular base 5 of the
device supports a pair of opposed tubular stand-

" ards 6 which are cut away at their inner sides
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from the points 7 to points adjacent their upper
ends to allow for the movement of lugs or pro-
jections 8, which are secured to a container 9.
The tubular standards 6 carry within themselves
cylindrical posts 10 on which the mentioned pro-
jections 8 are slidable and by which the same
projections are guided. The container 9 is re-
siliently mounted on helical springs 12 which en-
" cirele the posts 10 and are adapted to raise the
container 9 to the position shown in Fig. 3, the
upper ends of the spring coils 12 abutting against
the mentioned projections 8 and the lower ends
of the same abutting against the lower end por-
" tions of the tubular standards 6. Helical spring
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coils 15 also'encircle the posts 10, these coils being
disposed ‘above the projections ¢ and Test on the
same, their upper ‘ends being adapted to come
into contact with the heads 6a of the tubular
standards 6, as shown in Fig. 3, when the con-
tainer is -elevated by the spring coils 12. The
function - of the coils 15 ‘will be stated herein-
after.

The container 9, which is adapted to contain
a plurality of toothpicks, two of which are shown
in Fig. 2, is provided with a conical bottom 9a,
the apex of which has an aperture 9b so that
the lower end portion of a toothpick may, after
sliding on. the conical base, enter the same and
rest on the upper end of an ejector 16, the upper
end of which ejector is positioned in a boss 9c¢,
which is slidable on the ejector, being apertured
in aligenment with the aperture 9b in the conical
base of the container. The ejector 16 is mount-
ed on the base 5 of the device and holds a helical
spring coil 17 which acts as a buffer for the
container when the latter is depressed. The
upper end of the ejector 16 is dished to receive
the lower end of a toothpick and the ejector is
adapted to receive only one toothpick at a time
and it will be readily realized that a toothpick
passes through the aperture 9b of the conical
base of the container to be received by the ejec-
tor, only when the container 9 is in elevated
position, as shown in Fig. 3. Manual depression
of the container 9 from the position shown in
Fig. 3 to the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2
causes the upper portion of a toothpick to pass
through the aperture 9d provided at the apex of
the removable conical top 9e of the container,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. After withdrawal of
a toothpick the container is manually depressed
to partially eject another toothpick.

Means are provided for holding the container
g in a depressed position against the upward
action of the spring coils 12 in which position
of the container a foothpick is always in readi-
ness for withdrawal. Said means comprises a
1atch means 20 pivotally mounted at 21 and
comprising a finger-receiving portion 22 which,
when depressed, is adapted to release a latch
23 from a keeper 24 which depends from and is
fixedly secured to the bottem of the container
9, a spring 25 being provided to normally hold
the lateh 23 in engagement with the keeper.
Release of the latch means 20 by depression of
the finger piece 22 allows the spring coils 12 to
push the container upwardly. At the end of the
rise of the container, the spring coils 15 abut
against the heads 6a of the standards 6, the
impact of these coils with the mentioned ‘heads
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causes the coils to vibrate and effect a rebound-
ing of the container through a short distance,
the rebounding of the container being effective
to shake up the toothpicks within the same and
thereby assure that one of the toothpicks will
pass through the aperture 95 of the conical base
of the container and into the boss 9¢ to rest on
the upper end of the ejector 16, the present in-
ventors having found that unless the contents
of the container are shaken up at the end of
the upward stroks of the same, the body of
toothpicks will be more or less bound so that
there will be a failure of having one of the tooth-
picks enter into operative relation to the ejector.

Knurled or roughened pieces or portions 27,
opposed to each cther, are provided on the ex-
terior vertical wall of the container 8, as shown
in Fig. 1, so that the container may be effective-
ly gripped to be depressed.

What is claimed as new and useful is:

A toothpick dispenser comprising a cylindrical
container arranged with -its axis vertical and
having conical ends to provide a downwardly
converging bottom wall and upwardly converg-
ing top wall both of which are provided with
openings at the apices of the cones, a fixed
ejector entering the opening in the bottom wall,

1,959,957

spaced standards on which the container is slid-
ably mounted, said container being provided
with projections on opposite sides through which
said standards extend, compression springs in
surrounding relation to the standards and bear-
ing on the under ends of the projections, cush-
loning means in surrounding relation -to the
standards and seated on top of the projections,
and stops at the upper ends of the standards
against which the cushioning means engage,
whereby the container may be lowered against
the pressure of said compression springs and
released to bring the cushioning means in en-
gagement with said stops and thus jar the con-
tents of the container to direct the ends of the
contained toothpicks toward the ejector which
has a seat at its upper end for the reception of
the extremity of one toothpick, the container
being of a length to expose the upper end of
said toothpick through the opening in the top
wall when the container is depressed and s self-
locking latch adapted to hold said container in
lowermost position, said latch being actuated
by vertical movement of the container.

OTTO KAPARIN.
FRANK G. BAUMAN.
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