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- 1 Claim.
i

This invention relates to structures of uphol-
stery and the like, such as cushions, and more
particularly to structures which are adapted for
use as cushions as well as life preservers, ring
buoys, fenders and other buoyant marine devices.

It is one of the objects of this invention to
provide novel cover means structurally combin-
ing cushion together with g life preserver, which
cover means is impervious to air and water, is
flexible and does not deteriorate due to aging or
other influences and is therefore particularly
adapted to form a part of the upholstery equip-
ment of a boat or similar vessel, and is readily
employable as a life preserver in case of emer-
gency.

It is another object of this invention to pro-
vide a combined cushion and life preserver hav-
ing a surface covering which remains dry at all
times, since it does not absorb any liquids, such
as water, grease, oil, etc.,, which covering is in-
expensive to manufacture and durable and ef-
ficient in use.

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide a, transparent and waterproof covering for
a floatable or buoyant device, which covering
may carry on its underface any designs, configu-
rations, identifications, numerals, flags, emblems
or other indicia, colored and/or luminous, if de-
sired, which indicia are visable from the top sur-
face of the covering and are only accessible upon
destroying or damaging said covering.

It is still a further object of this invention to
provide means in the form of g transparent cover
or removable layer made of suitable plastic or
flexible resinous material of such character that
it will not absorb water, grease, oil and will have
sufficient toughness and flexibility so that ordi-
nary wear and tear or washing off of dirt, etc.,
deposited on the outer surface of gaid cover will
not affect in any way indicia of any desired char-
acter (designs, configurations, inscriptions, in-
structions, etc.) provided at the underface of
said cover, since said indicia, which may be
viewed through said cover material are not sub-
jected to any direct contact by the user and are
therefore safe from abrasion, friction or efface-
ment which disadvantages cannot be avoided in
known devices of this type.

It is still another object of this invention to
provide a substantially two-part buoyant device
whose inner portion is made of a material hav-
ing the quality of floating in a liquid, while the
outer portion of which forms a waterproof cov-
ering and encloses said inner portion, said cov-
ering being made of transparent, flexible plastic
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madterial adapted to carry adjacent its inner face
and said inner portion any desired indicia (col-

ored and/or luminous) which are perceivable

through said covering from its upper surface.

Still'another cbject of the invention is to pro-
vide a substantially compressible buoyant device
which may serve as a cushion or similar uphol-
stery piece, said cushion having a cover which
is flexible enough to give, or to follow any move-
ments due to pressure, etc., exerted on the sur-
face of the cushion which is waterproof and air-
tight and can be washed or cleaned on its sur-
face, and which may be ftransparent so as to
carry on its inner face any desired indicia not
subjected to abrasion or friction and which are
viewable from the:outside of" the cushion, but
are only accessible upon opening or destroying
the cover.

Yet, another object of the invention is to pro-
vide strap or handle means preferably made of
the same material as that of the cover for car-
rying or attaching the cushion to-a chair or
other support, which means may also be em-
ployed to fix the life preserver in proper posi-
tion on a person’s body, when -used in case of
emergency. )

Still a further object of the invention is to
provide transparent and durable cover means of
flexible plastic material adapted to contain a
cushion, and the like, and indicia positioned in~
termediate said cushion and said cover means,
which - indicia are clearly visible, but are re-
motely arranged from stresses and pressure ex-
erted on the upper surface of said cover means.

These and other new and useful cbjects may
be attained as will appear from the following
disclosure of the invention, which consists in the
features of novelty in construction, combination,
and arrangement of the several parts, herein-
after more fully described and shown in the ac-
companying drawing illustrating this invention.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 shows in perspective a combination
cushion and life preserver device made in ac-
cordance with the invention.

Fig, 2 is a cross-sectional view of the device
taken along line 2—2 of Fig, 1.

Referring now particularly to the drawing,
there is shown a cushion {0 which contains kapok
material {1 or any other suitable and known
material having the quality to float or move in
liquids, and which has a covering {2 made of
flexible, preferably transparent plastic or resinous
material of sufficient strength or thickness to
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withstand pressure or compression exerted on ifs
surface.

Such flexible or pliable plastic material is mar-
keted under different trade~-marks, such as Vinyl-
ite (elastic), etc., and has the quality that it is
impervious to water, grease, oil, or similar liquids
with which it may be brought in confact for
cleaning or other purposes hereinafter referred to.

According to this invention a floatable or buoy-
ant material i1 i sealingly enclosed by said cov-
ering 12. The latter may carry directly on its
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inner or underface 13 and at any desired loca- -

tion thereof indicia of any configuration, siuch
as the picture of a sail boat {4. It is understood
that instead of a picture any other indicia such
as instructions, identifications; flags, emblems,
gtc., may be imprinted on or otherwise affixed
to said underface (3 which indicia may be col-
ored or not and/or of luminous character and are
discernible through the transparent covering
from therewithout. . .

Covering -2, in thig instance, comprises two
separate parts {12a, 120, which may be sealed by
welding (heat operation) or adhesively secured
together at joints (5, 6. As'seen in Fig. 2 cover
part 12 is also provided with a layer of indicia
{4 in a manner similar to that indicated by
numeral 14, . . . :

Sealed between covering parts f2e, 120 or
otherwise secured to. covering 12 are straps or
bands 117, 18 which may be made of the same plas-
tic material as that of the covering (2. Straps
or bands {7, 18 may be used as holders for carry-
ing the cushion 18 from place to place: (for ex-
ample, on a boat) or to attach said cushion to a
chair or other suppori or to use the same for
affixing the cushion to the arms or body of a per-
son in the event that the cushion is employed
as a life preserver in case of emergency.

It may be noted that covering I2 may be made ,

of a single sheet of plastic material of the afore-
said nature or may be stitched or sewn ab the
line of juncture, by means of a plastic thread 19,
as indicated in Fig. 1.

If kapok or other material having high fioating

qualities is proposed as cushion filling, then the
cushion has not to be necessarily sealed to make
same airtight and covering i2 may be sewn as
shown in Fig. 1. .

It will be easily realized that indicia 14 or f4a

positioned intermediate inner cushion portion i
and outer or cover portion 12, is well protected
against effacement, damage or attack resulting
from usage of the outer surface of covering {2,
that covering 12 may be cleanzd or washed with-
out producing any frictional contact with said iz~
dicia, which is only accessible upon opening or
destroying covering 12 and that said surface of
covering {2 may be exposed to sun, grease, cil and
other influences without affecting said indicia on
its inner or underface. C S
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Thus, the covering containing the cushion ma-
terial constitutes also a protective layer or coating
for said indicia, which function and result could
not be heretofore obtained with canvas, leather,
rubber, srtificial leather or similar material which
are of opaque character and are generally not
resistant to the aforementioned atmospheric and
other influences.

It is well understood that other materials than
kapok, such as balsa or cork, etc., may be em-
ployed in connection with the device here under
consideration. The cushion or pillow referred to
and shown in the drawing may, of course, assume
any other desirable shape (box-shaped, tapered,
ring-shaped, etc.) for the purpose intended.

The new covering is light in weight, durable,
impervious and flexible, has the quality of with-
standing relatively high pressures, reflects light
rays and does not take up any heat, which occurs
with the aforementioned known cover materials,
may be continuously produced in sheets and im-
printed (in reverse style or fashion) on the un-
derface with the aforesaid indicia, so as to be
normally perceived through the transparent ma-
terial at the upper surface thereof.

While there has been shown and described and
pointed out the novel features of the invention as
appliéd to.the above embodiment, it will be un-
derstood that various omissions, substitutions -
and changes in the form and details of the device

-illustrated may be made by those skilled in the

art without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. . : .

Having thus described the invention what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent is:

An ornamental cushion, life preserver, or the
like comprising in combination; & mass of resil-
ient compressible substance adapted to be com-
pressed and to assume substantially its original
shape after pressure has been relieved therefrom;
with @ permanently affixed cover therefor com-
pletely surrounding said compressible mass to
form a cushion, life preserver, or other like ar-
ticles, said cover comprising a flexible, elastic
and transparent sheet of plastic substance which
is impervious to water and unaffected by oil and
grease, and is adapted to flex and stretch in sub-
stantial conformity with the deformation of said

‘compressible -éuishion, life preserver, or the like

when pressure is applied to said cover and com-
pressible mass, and ornamental indicia in reverse
affixed to the surface of said cover on the under-
side thereof and positioned adjacent said com-

5 pressible mass perceivable from the outside sur-

face remote from said compressible mass, said or-

‘namental indicia being thereby protected from

water, oil, grease and abrasion to prevent wear
and damage thereto.
GEORGE BAILHE.



