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To all typh???, i?, ??? conce7-7?: 
Beit known that I, WALTON DUANE SMITH, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Prophetstown, in the county of Whiteside 

5 and State of Illinois, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Paper Bags, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

paper bags. 
Io The object of the present invention is to 

provide an inexpensive and bandy receptacle 
designed for the conveyance of a number of 
Small packages, and to avoid the inconven 
ience of carrying a number of small articles 

I5 not bound together. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a receptacle adapted to be readily carried 
and capable of being quickly fastened and un 
fastened to permit an article to be placed in 

20 it or removed therefrom. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 

25 out in the claims hereto appended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a bag constructed in accordance with 
the invention and shown fastened. Fig. 2 is 
a similar view, the bag being opened. Figs. 

3O 3 and 4 are detail views of the strips, show 
ing the manner of attaching the handle, the 
hooks, and the cord for engaging the hooks. 
Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view of one of the 
strips, showing one of the hooks. 

35 Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 
bag of paper or similar material, and provided 
at its upper edges and on oppositesides of its 
mouth With strips 2 and 3, of wood or some 
light material, and the strips 2 and 3 are se 

4o cured in loops 4, constructed by folding the 
opposite sides of the bag upon themselves 
and pasting the parts together, and the paper 
is preferably pasted to the strip to secure the 
latter in place. The strips 2 and 3 afford 

45 means for Securing the handle 5, by which 
the bag is carried, and hooks 6 for fastening 
the bag. The handle 5 consists of a cylin 
drical bar 7, that is secured to the strip 3 by 
wires 8, that have one end fastened in a perfo 

So ration of the strip and the other end secured 

to the bar, preferably in an annular groove 
thereof by means of a loop 9, or, as illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, each end of 
the handle is preferably provided with a wire 
that is doubled to form the loop 9, and then 55 
twisted to provide a somewhat stiff connec 
tion between the bar and the strip, and the 
twisted ends of the wire are passed through 
a perforation in the strip and secured by bend 
ing against the strip. The other strip 2 is 6o 
provided with the hooks 6, that are constructed 
of wire and are formed by passing the same 
through a perforation in the strip and bend 
ing it across or against the outer face, and 
the hooks, like the wires 8, are preferably con- 65 
structed of twisted wire and are designed to 
be engaged by the ends of a string or cord 
10, that is secured to the strip 3 by arranging 
it over the wires S at their point of attach 
ment to the strip and passing the ends under 7 O 
the strip and through perforations of the 
folded portion of the bag. The cord is ar 
ranged between the pasted portion of the bag 
and the strip, and the paste will prevent the 
cord slipping. The ends of the cord hang 75 
upon the outside of the bag and are designed 
to be tied to their respective hooks to fasten 
the strips together and close the mouth of 
the bag. 

It will readily be seen that the handle, the 8o 
strips, and the means for fastening the strips 
together are readily attached to the ordinary 
paper bag, and the latter is converted into a 
convenient receptacle for carrying a number 
of small packages, and avoids the annoyances 85 
attendant upon carrying a number of small 
articles not bound together. The bag is also 
advantageous for carrying lunches and for 
use at picnics and excursions, as it enables its 
contents to be readily examined and can be 9o 
fastened in a few minutes without the incoln 
venience of wrapping and tying, 
The bags can be constructed of various sizes 

and can be advantageously used for carrying 
confectionary, laundry, or similar articles. 95 
From the foregoing description and the 

accompanying drawings the construction, op 
eration, and advantages of the invention will 
readily be seen, and I desire it to be under 
stood that I do not limit myself to the precise Ico 
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details of construction herein shown and de 
scribed, as I may without departing from the 
Spirit of the invention make minor changes 
therein, such as providing hooks for both 
strips, and this construction is preferable for 
large bags where the hooks should be near 
the ends of the strips, and the fastening 
Strings are secured to the hooks of one of the 
strips. 

IIaving thus described my invention, what I 
claim is 

1. A bag provided with the strips 2 and 3, 
arranged upon opposite sides of its mouth, 
the handle secured to one of the strips, the 
hooks arranged upon the other strip, and the 
cord secured to the strip having the handle 
and adapted to be engaged by the hooks, 
Substantially as described. 

2. The combination of the bag, the strip 3, 
secured upon one side of its mouth, the han 
dle comprising the bar 7 and the wire secured 
to the end of the bar and to the strip 3, the 
cord fastened to the strip and having its ends 
arranged upon the outside of the bag, and 
the strip 2, secured to the other side of the 
mouth and provided with hooks C, adapted to 
receive the string, substantially as described. 
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3. The combination of the bag having its 
opposite sides folded upon themselves and 
providing loops, the strips 2 and 3, arranged 
within the loops, the handle-bar 7, the wires 
8, doubled to provide loops 9 to engage said 
bar, said wires being twisted and having their 
ends passed through perforations in the strip 3, 
the hooks 6, constructed of wire and arranged 
upon the strip 2, and the cord secured to the 
strip 3 and designed to engage the hooks, 
substantially as described. 

4. A paper bag provided with the flat strips 
23, arranged upon opposite sides of its mouth, 
the handle composed of the rod 7 and the 
wires 8, which are secured to one of the strips, 
and tying devices attached to the strips so as 
to cause the two strips to be held flat against 
each other with the handle rising between the 
strips, as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I lave hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

WALTON IDUANE SMITH. 
VWitnesses: 

ALLEN S. GREENE, 
JOHN J. GREENE. 
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