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Lo all whom it may concern:
Beit knownthat I, ROBERT C. UECKE,a ¢iti-

zen of the United States of America, residing’

at Harvard, in the eounty of McHenry and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Pencil-Sharpen-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
pencil-sharpeners; and its object is to pro-
duce a device of this class which shall be
cheap and easy to construct, simple and easy
to operate, and at the same time effective.

To these ends my invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction,which are
shown in the accompanying drawings and
fully described in this specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of my improved pencil-sharpener. Fig. 2 is
4 transverse section through the same, show-
ing a peneil in place in the sharpener; and
Fig. 3 is a perspective of the rotating pencil-
holding crank.

Referring to the drawings, A is the body
of the pencil-sharpener. Itisecup-shaped, as
shown in Fig. 2, its configuration being sub-
stantially that of an inverted truncated cone.
The conical portion preferably terminates in
a cylindrical portion at its upper edge, as
shown.

‘Within the cup-shaped body A of the sharp-
ener is an abrasive surface B, either formed
on the cup or composed of a lining of sand-
paper or other abrasive material rigidly held
in place with reference to the body A, but
which can be readily removed therefrom, as
desired.

Centrally pivoted within the cup-shaped
body A is a rotatable pencil-guiding crank
C, whieh consists of a flat web ¢, a tubular
porticn ¢’ at one end of the same, and a larger
tubular portion c*attheother end of thesame.
The tubular portion ¢® terminates at its lower
end in the conical part ¢3, adapted to receive
within it the end of a pencil, and it is cut
away at ¢!in order to permit a portion of the
end of the pencil placed within it to project
slightly from it. The rotating erank C is

pivoted upon a pin D, passing through the
tube ¢’ and secured in the bottom of the cup-

shaped body A. The length of the crank is
such that the outer of the tubular portions ¢?
c¢*can berevolved within the cup-shaped body
A almost in contact with the abrasive sur-
face. The tubular portion ¢? is of such di-
ameter that a pencil of ordinary size while
being held comparatively firmly in place
within it still may freely rotate within it.

The operation of this device will be per-
fectly obvious from an examination of the
drawings. The pencil is placed within the
tubular portion ¢% and a portion of its lower
end projects through the slot ¢*in the conical
portion ¢®. The pencil is held firmly in the
hand, and the supporting-cerank is then rap-
idly rotated with respeet to the cup-shaped
body A and the abrasive surface B, the pen-
cil thus serving as a handle to the erank.
The pencil of course rotates with respecttothe
tubular portion c?, but does not rotate with re-
spect to the body A, except in that it revolves
bodily about the axis of the crank. The re-
sult of thisis, of course, that every portion
of the surface of the pencil comes in contact
with the abrasive surface B duringeachrevo-
lution of the crank. A fewsuch revolutions
only are necessary to sharpen a pencil with
my device. There is no muss or dirt, owing
to the fact that all the shavings both from
the wood and the graphite of the peneil fall
into the bottom of the cup-shaped portion A.
The lower part of the web of the crankiscut
away in order that the rotation of the crank
shall not be hindered by the accumulation of
this material in the bottom of the cup-shaped
body.

I realize that considerable changes can be
made in the details of construection in this
device, and I do not, therefore, desire to
limit myself to the specific form herein set
forth.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— ]

In a device of the classdescribed, the com-
bination with a truncately-conical vessel, A,
having an abrasive innersurface, of acrank,
C, centrally pivoted within. said vessel, said
crank having upon its extremity, a tubular
portion, ¢?, terminating in a ccnical portion, -
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c®,which is cut away to form a slot,c*, where- | hand, at Harvard, in the county of McHenry
. by said erank is adapted to receive atitsend | and State of Illinois, this 24th day of Febru-

a pencil and to guide the motion of thesame | ary, A. D. 1902.
within said abrasive surface and to hold it ROBERT C. UECKE.
5 firmly in contact therewith, substantially as | Witnesses: '
described. J. C. BLAKE,

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my | 1. CHILSON.




