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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

GUSTAVE MADDEN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO THE ADAMS &
WESTLAKE COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE,

ROTATABLE SIGNAL-LANTERN.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 387,981, dated August 14, 1888,
Avpplication filed February 18, 1888, Serial No. 264,436. {N¢ modei.)

Tp all whom & may conceri:

Be it known that I, GUSTAVE MADDEN, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinoie, have invented certain new and useful

s Improvements in Rotatable Signal-Lanterns,
of which the following is a full specification.

My invention is intended to facilitate the
adjustmeunt of the lantern in its support, so as
to display one or another of the different col-

1o ored lenses, as may be desired, and is espe-
cially applicable to signal-lanterns which are
carried on the rear of trains, and is shown in
connection with such a lantern, though it may
be used in other situations. ’

My invention consists in the combinations
hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a'side view of a lantern embodying my inven-
tion, the lower part being shown in section.
20 Fig. 2 is a view from above of the lower part
of the lantern. Figs. 3 and 4 are views corre-
sponding to Figs. 1 and 2, respectively, show-
ing amodification of the locking deviees shown
in Figs. 1 and 2,

A, Tig. 1, is a brackeb which is fitted to en-
gage a socket fastened to the side of the car in
the usnal and well-known manner. The outer
end of the bracket A cariies a ring, B, which
surrounds the lantern just above its base and
30 forms a supporb therefor.

In the base of the lantern a cross-handle,D,
is firmly secured. Near one eud of the cross-
handle a casing, B, rises, which incloses and
forms a guide for the vertically-sliding catch

35 C. The catch C fits in recesses b, formed ab
intervals around the ring B, and is held in
engagement therewith by the spiral spring F,
within the casing E, one end of which abuts
against the casing B and the other against a

40 shoulder on the catch C. The projection ¢
gerves to release the catch C when pressure is
applied thereon. .

The construction shown in Figs. 3 and 4
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differs from that just described in that the
cateh C moves downward instead of upward
in releasing, the projection ¢ being above the
handle D instead of below, and the recesses b
being in the lower instead of the upper edge
of the ring B. ‘

In both cases the operation is the same, the
projection ¢ or ¢’ being pressed by the thamb
or finger nearer the cross-handle D, so as to
release the catch whenever the handle is
grasped in order to turn the lantern. No in-
dependent motion of the hand or fingers being
needed to release the cateh C, it is released
and the lantern is turned with the least possi-
ble trouble. Two forms of recess b are
shown—namely, holes and notches. Noclaim
is made for these, because either form may be
used with either arrangement of the catch C—
that is, the catch C of Fig. 1 might be made
to fit a series of holes in the ring B, as in Fig.
3, and vice versa.

I claim—

1. In a rotatable signal-lantern, the combi-
nation of a ring supporting the lantern and
having a series of recesses in its edge, a cross-
handle rigidly secured in the bottom of the
lantern, a vertically-sliding cateh, and a spiral
spring surrounding the cateh and holding it
in engagement with said recesses in the sap-
porting-ring, substantially as set forth.

9. Iu a signal-lantern, the combination of a
ring supporting the lantern and having a series
of recesses in its upper edge, a cross-handle rig-
idly secured in the bottom of the lantern, a ver-
tically-sliding catch having adownwardly-pro-
jecting thumb-piece, and a spring tending to
keep said sliding catch in engagement with
said recesses in the supporting-ring, substan-
tially as described.

GUSTAVE MADDEN.

‘Witnesses:

FrEDE. T. VAUX,
A. WEINBERG.
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