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(57) Abstract: An ion eluting unit that
produces metal ions by applying a voltage
between electrodes. Terminals projecting
downward through the bottom of a case
are provided integrally with the electrodes.
The spacing between the electrodes is
narrower on the downstream side of the
water stream flowing in the case than on
the upstream side. The case has an inlet
and an outlet having a cross section area
smaller than that of the inlet. The outlet
is disposed at the lowest location of the
inner space of the case. The cross section
area of the inner space is smaller on the
downstream side than the upstream side.
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within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, since it makes no contribution over
the prior art. 4

Consequently, it appearsthatclaims 1-10donot satisfythe requirement
of unity of invention.

The international searchhas revealedthat the technical feature common
to claims 1, 11-15 is not novel since it is disclosed in documents such
as JP 2002-263649 A (Toto Ltd.), 17 September, 2002 (17.09.02), column
9, lines 19 to 33 and JP 2001-276828 A (Tomoyoshi MIYAZAKI, Akiko
MIYAZAKI), 09 October, 2001 (09.10.01), column 4, lines 5 to 18, Fig.
3. . ‘

Therefore, the technical feature common to claims 1, 11-15 is not
“a special technical feature” within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, since
it makes no contribution over the prior art. .

Consequently, it appears that claims 1, 1i-15 do not satisfy the
requirement of unity of invention.

The number of groups of inventions of the claims is 16: the invention
of claiml; the inventionofclaim?2; the inventionof claim3; the invention
of claim4; the inventionof claim5b; the inventionof claim6; the invention
of claim7; the inventionof claim8; the invention of claim9; the invention
of claim 10; the invention of claim 11; the invention of claim 12; the
invention of claim 13; the invention of claim 14; the invention of claim
15; and the inventions of claims 16, 17.

Claims 11-17 couldbe searched without effort justifying an additional
search fee. .
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