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(57) Abstract

A plurality of image forming units (3Y,
3M, 3C and 3K) which include developers and
photosensitive elements and correspond to a
plurality of colors are so held as to form a
cylinder. The apparatus includes a transfer
means which turns a plurality of the image
forming units around the axis of the cylinder to
move the image forming units between an
image forming position and waiting positions,
an exposing unit (6) by which the
photosensitive element of the image forming 21
unit positioned at the image forming position

(10) is exposed, a transfer means (5) by which 6a 1 ,/
a transfer element (50) is brought into contact k
with the photosensitive element (30) of the 6c 6d —~ ¢ S

image forming unit positioned at the image 1
forming position and, while changing the
image forming unit positioned at the image 1 362 12 8 3k 14 13a i3b 9

forming position, the toner images of the colors

which are formed on the photosensitive

elements (30) of the respective image forming units are successively transferred onto the transfer element (50) and superposed upon each
other to form a color toner image on the transfer element (50), and a transfer element driving means which drives the transfer element at a
constant speed. When a second color image is formed successively after a first color image is formed, the ast image forming unit forming the
first color image is used as the first image forming unit for forming the second color image to transfer the toner image of the first color to the
transfer element (50). The exposing unit (6) including a light source is housed in a cylinder formed by the image forming units.
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