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PATENT OFFICE

CLYDE V. VAN BUREN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

_ LOOSE LEAF HOLDER

App"licatiovn filed February 20, 1931. Serial No. 517,228.

This invention relates to loose leaf holders,
and has for its principal object to provide a
device of simple and inexpensive structure
which will hold single leaves or piles thereof

B of various thicknesses, and to attain certain
advantages as will hereinafter more fully ap-
ar.

The invention consists in the novel struc-
ture and in the parts and combinations and

10 arrangements of parts hereinafter described

and pointed out with particularity’ in the
appended claims. :

In the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification and illustrating a

15 practical adaptation of the invention,—

Tig. 1 is a perspective view of a loose leaf
binder equipped with a holding device in
accordance with the invention ;-

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view, partly in sec-

20 tion, substantially on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;
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Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; and '

Fig. 4'is a fragmentary view on the same
line of section as Fig. 2, with the loose leaves
removed from the holding device, the spring
clamping element being shown out of its nor-
mal working position and partially detached
as when being applied to or removed from the
holder.

The invention comprehends broadly the
utilization of a holder for receiving the mar-
ginal portions of the sheets and having a
spring tongue which is swingably mounted
at one end and releasably held at its opposite
end, the intermediate portion of the tongue
being bowed so as to accommodate itself con-
formably to different thicknesses of the
leaves clamped thereby, and the holder may
be used by itself or in connection with a
cover or binder. As shown, the device is
provided in connection with an ordinary type
of cover or folder comprising the backing
boards 10 and 11 which are hingedly at-
tached, as at 12 and 18, respectively, to strips
14 and 15 which are in tirn hinged together,
as at 16. ‘

The holding device comprises an angle
member 17, one flange 18 of which is disposed
adjacent to the board 10 and normally in con-
tact therewith. The other leg of the angle

[

17 is riveted, as at 19, or otherwise secured
to the strip 14, and at the opposite ends of
said angle member flanges 20 and 21 are

formed, the longitudinal marginal portions
of said flanges 20 and 21 being formed with 5:

slightly downturned lips, as at 22. A rec-
tangular opening 23 is provided in the flange
21 near the inner end thereof, and insertable

and removable through said opening is a .
60

spring clamping tongue 24. 'As shown, the
tongue 24 has a rebent end portion 25 which
loosely engages the bar 26 afforded by that
part of the flange 21 lying between its inner
end and said opening 23, the opposite end por-
tion 27 of said spring tongue 24 being in-

)

serted under the flange 20 in releasable en- -

gagement therewith but being normally held
in such engagement owing to the peculiar
shape of the tongue and its inherent resili-
ency. ‘Adjacent to its end portion which en-
gages under the flange 20 the spring tongue
24 1s preferably knurled, as at 28, or other-
wise provided to afford a finger grasping por-
tion whereby the tongue may be readily de-
pressed in that region and moved out of
engagement with said flange 20. ;

Normally, when the spring tongue 24 is
disengaged from the flange 20 it 1s bowed
with ‘a considerable degree of curvature, as
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ing, so that when its free end portion is en-
gaged under the flange 20 the middle portion
of the tongue engages the flange 18 of the
angle member 17 and is flattened somewhat,

thereby creating considerable tension in the.

fastened tongue. In this way the tongue is
adapted to clamp and securely hold different
thicknesses ranging from a single sheet to a
pile of a thickness that will fit between the
flange 18 and the flanges 20 and 21.

The opening 23 in the flange 21 is of a suffi-
cient size to permit the spring tongue 24 to
be readily slipped therethrough into place
and also removable therefrom, at will, and
the rebent or hooked portion 25 of the tongue
engages the bar 26 with just sufficient loose-
ness to permit the swinging motion of the
tongue laterally to- disengage it from the
flange 20, and yet prevent the disengagement
of the tongue accidentally from the-flange
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21, it being understood, of course, that the
tongue is inserted with its opposite end por-
tion first in the opening 23. ‘

In the structure shown in the drawing the

6 angle member 17, which is riveted, as at 19,

to the strip 14, is exposed throughout, but,
obviously, with the exception of the flange
portions 20 and 21 and the spring tongue 24
which cooperates therewith, the device may

10 be embedded within the component makeup
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of the board 10 and said strip 14. It is far-
ther obvious that many other modifications
in the structure of the holding device and in
its particular application in use may be made
without in the least departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims. The invention, therefore,

is not limited to the specific construction and

arrangement shown in the accompanying

drawing.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: :

1. A loose leaf holder comprising an open
sided receptacle for the marginal portions of
the leaves to be held, one side of said recep-
tacle comprising spaced flanged portions,

and :a mormally bowed spring clamping ele-

ment detachably and swingably supported
at one end on one of said flange portions and
detachably engageable at its opposite -end
under said other flange portion in coopera-
tive clamping relation to different thicknesses
of sheets in said receptacle.

2. A loose leaf holder comprising an open-
sided receptacle for the marginal porfions
of the sheets to be held, one side of said recep-
tacle comprising spaced flange portions, one
of which 1 apertured, and a normally bowed
spring clamping element inserted through
the apertured flange portion and having a
hooked end portion loosely engaging the ad-
jacent body of said flange portion, whereby
said clamping -element is.swingably support-
ed, the opposite end portton of said clamp-
ing element being detachably engaged under
said other flange portion whereby the inter-

mediate portion of the clamping element is

under tension and clampingly effective for
the retention of different thicknesses of
sheets. '

3. A loose leaf holder comprising .an open-
sided receptacle for the marginal portions-of
the sheetsto be held, oneside of said recepta-
cle comprising spaced flange portions, one of
said flange portions being apertured, and a
cooperating clamping element comprising a
normally bowed spring tongue one end of

- which is rebent, said tongue being inserted

through the apertured flange portion with
its rebent end portion loosely engaging the
adjacent body of said flange portion where-
by the tongue is swingably supported and
removable and replaceable at will, the oppo-
site end portion of said tongue being detach-
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ably engaged under said other flange portion
whereby the intermediate portion is flattened
under tension in cooperative relation to said
receptacle and is self-accommodating to ef-
fectively clamp and retain thereunder dif-
ferent thicknesses of sheets.

4. A loose leaf holder comprising an open-
sided receptacle for the marginal portions
of the sheets to be held, one side of said holder
comprising a spaced pair of supporting por-

tions, and a normally bowed spring tonguc

swingably supported at one end on one of
said supporting portions of said receptacle
and detachably engaged under the other sup-
porting portion thereof whereby the inter-
mediate portion of said tongue is placed
under tension in compressive relation to said
receptacle and clampingly eflective for the
retention of thereunder different thicknesses

of sheets, a portion of said spring tongue ad-

jacent the supporting portion of the recepta-
cle which it detachably engages being pro-
vided with a finger grasp.

5. The herein described loose leaf holder
comprising an open-sided receptacle for the
marginal portions of the sheets to be held,
one side of said holder comprising a spaced
pair of supporting portions, the margins of
said portions being turned inwardly, a spring

clamping tongue swingably attached at one w:

end to one of said supporting portions and
detachably secured at its opposite end under
the other supporting portion, the intermedi-
ate portion of said tongue cooperating with
sald receptacle to clampingly engage and re-
tain therebetween different thickmesses of
sheets.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.

CLYDE V. VAN BUREN.
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