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6 Claims.

The invention relates generally to table tops
for sinks and cabinets and the like which are
placed against the wall of a kitchen or room, and
relates particularly to a novel trim molding
which provides an ornamental continuous seal-
ing joint between the wall and the back splash
members of a row of sink and cabinet table tops.

The walls of a kitchen are ordinarily finished
by a plasterer before the sink and base cabi-
nets are installed, and while the plasterer makes
‘a finished wall surface which is generally flat
and smooth in appearance, the surface seldom
if ever approaches a true plane and has many
irregularities. Consequently, when factory-made
straight and square sinks and cabinets are in-
stalled with the back splash portions of their
table tops pushed against the wall, an unsightly
and uneven crack is produced.

" ‘Where the crack is not too wide, attempts have
been made to fill it with putty or other sealing
compounds, but it is difficult to fill a crack of
uneven width and make a joint of neat appear-
ance, and since there is nothing to support and

retain the sealing compound, it often drops to .

the floor in the space behind the cabinets, espe-
cially after it has dried out.

Obviously, it is unsatisfactory to chip out the
plaster to-make a strip of even flat surface be-
hind the back splashes of a line of cabinets, and
in some cases a wooden ledge has been fitted to
the wall in such a manner as to compensate for
the irregulantles therein and present a straight
flat surface abutting the back splashes of a row
of sink ahd cabinet tops. Such an expedient
adds materxally to the installation expense.

It is a-general object of the present invention
to provuie a novel back trim molding for the
back splash portions of table tops which will
‘compensate for irregularities in the adjacent wall
surface and solve the problem of providing a
neat and continuous joint between the straight
line of a row of sink and cabinet tops and the
uneven wavy wall surface against which the cab-
inets are installed. .

Another and more specific object is to provide
a novel back trim and sealing molding which
will provide a pocket and an interlock for seal-
ing compound.

A further object is to provide a novel back trim
and sealing molding which snaps over the tops
of a line of back splashes and is automatically re-
siliently interlocked with said back splashes.

A still further object is to provide a noveél and
inexpensive back trim and sealing molding for
the tops of a row of table top back splashes, said
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molding being ornamental in appearance' and
easily applied without the use of tools.

-These and other objects apparent to those
skilled in the art may be obtained by the devices,
constructions, arrangements, elements and com-
binations comprising the present invention, the
nature of which is set forth in the following gen-
eral statement, a preferred embodiment of
which is set forth in the following description and
shown in the drawing as exemplifying the best
known mode of carrying out the invention, and
which is particularly and distinctly set forth in
the appended claims forming part hereof.

In general terms, the novel back trim and seal-
ing molding comprising the present invention
may be described as a resilient ornamental mold-
ing strip of inverted channel shape for fitting
over the top end of the back splash portion of a
table top, the front leg of the channel having an
inturned lip at its lower edge engaging the front
of the back splash and the rear leg having for-
wardly projecting lugs for snap fitting under the
lower edge of a flange on the rear of said back
splash, the rear leg of the channel having a co-
extensive resilient angular flange extending rear-
wardly upward from its bottom edge and ergag-
ing the wall behind the back splash, said angular
flange forming a pocket for sealing compound be-
tween the back splash and the adjacent wall and
being preferably perforated to interlock with said
sealing compound.

Referring to the drawing forming part hereof,
in which a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown by way of example:

Figure 1 is a detached perspective view of the
novel back trim and sealing molding;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view as on line 2—2, Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view showmg
the novel molding applied to the back splash of
a metal sink; and

Fig. 4 is'a fragmentary sectional view showmg
the novel molding applied to the back splash of a
sheet metal table top for a base cabinet and the
like.

Similar numerals vrefer to similar parts
throughout the several views of the drawing.

As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the novel mold-
ing indicated generally at 5 is applied to the top
of the back splash of a sink or cabinet table top
and fills the space between the back splash and
the adjacent wall 6, thus acting as a trim strip for
the back splash and a sealing strip for the joint.
The molding strip 5 includes an inverted channel
or U-shaped portion having a front leg or flange
1, a top web 8, and a rear leg or flange 3. An an-
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gular flange 10, coextensive with the rear leg 9,
extends rearwardly upward from the bhottom
edge of the leg 9 so that the leg 9 and angular
flange 10 form a V-shape in cross section.

The molding § is made of resilient sheet metal,
and may be extruded aluminum or stainless steel
so as to be ornamental in appearance. The con-
tour of the channel portion conforms substan-
tially to the contour of the top of the back splash
portions If of standard sinks and back splash
portions 12 of the table tops for base cabinets and
the like. As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the outer
contours of these back splashes ft and 12 are
identical, so that the novel molding fits all of
them equally well. .

Preferably, the lower edge of the front leg 71
is provided with an inturned lip 13 for friction-
ally engaging the front surface of the back
splashes, and the channel portion is made so
that when it is telescoped over the top of the
back splashes the legs 8 and 8 are sprung apart
slightly, causing the lip to resiliently engage the
front of the back splashes, while the leg 9 resil-
iently contacts the rear flange of the back splash.

The rear flange 14 of the back splash 11 ter-
minates adjacent to its top end and the leg §
of the novel molding is made to extend slightly
‘below the bottom of said flange {4. A series of
forwardly projecting lugs I5 is provided in said

leg 9, preferably being stamped or punched there- :

from at suitable longitudinal intervals, and lo-
cated to engage under the bottom edge of the
flange (4. Thus, when the channel portion of
the molding is telescoped over the top of the
back splash, the legs 8 and 9 will spring apart
until the lugs {5 snap under the bottom edge of
the flange 4 and automatically lock the molding
onto the top of the back splash. The inturned
lip 13 and the resiliency of the channel portion

insure a  confinuous engagement between the -

bottom edge of the front leg T of the strip and
the front surface of the back splash. Preferably,
the angular flange {0 is perforated with a series
of holes 16 throughout its length in order to pro-
vide an interlock with the putty or sealing ma-
terial IT when it is introduced into the V-pocket
formed between the flange 10 and leg 8.

As the back splashes with the molding 5 there-
on are pushed against the wall 6, the upper edge
of flange 10 engages the wall, and because of the
resiliency of the flange, it will accommodate it~
self to and compensate for irregularities in the
wall surface and previde substantially continuous
contact therewith. After the back splashes have
been thus positioned, the sealing compound 71
can be introduced into the pocket provided by
the flange 10 and smoothed off flush with the
‘top 8 of the molding strip to make a neat joint
‘and ‘a permanent continuous seal with the wall.
As shown, the sealing material will protrude
through the holes 16 to form an interlock with
said flange 10 throughout its length.

.. The -table top -and back splash shown frag-
mentarily in Fig. 4 includes the sheet metal back
:splash 12 which has a coved portion 48 spot
welded to a.recessed portion {9 in the top of a
sheet metal box-like base member 20, the back
panel 21 of the back splash being spot welded
along its bottom edge to the back flange 22 of the
‘base member. The upper portion 2{’ of the
back panel is recessed to receive the back flange
23 of a nosing channel 24 which fits over the top
of the back splash and may be secured thereto by
bolts 25. The nosing channel 24 has a front
flange 26 which abuts and forms a flush joint

10

15

5

65

85

70

75

&

4

with the top edge of a covering of linoleum or
the like extending over the base member and
the front of the back splash.

The outer contour of the nosing 24 is identical
in shape and dimension to the outer contour of
the top of back splash {1, and the bottom edge of
back flange 23 is engaged by the lugs 15 to form
an interlock for the molding strip 5, in the same
manner as the bottom edge of flange 14 on back
splash I{ is engaged by said lugs. As shown,
the inturned lip 13 may engage the surface of the
linoleum on the front of back splash 2.

The novel back trim and sealing molding is in-

expensively made, and easily applied and auto-
matically interlocked on the back splashes of a
line of sink and cabinet table tops, without the
use of any tools. The novel molding constitutes
an ornamental trim member extending continu-
ously aver the back splashes and providing a neat
and continuous seal between the back splashes
and the adjacent wall. The pocket provided by
the novel molding strip insures a permanent con-
tinuous joint, because the sealing compound is
continuously supported and interlocked through-
out the length of the joini, and does not come
loose and drop down behind the cabinets.
_ Inthe foregoing description, certain terms have
been used for brevity, clearness and understand-~
ing, but no limitations are to.be implied there-
from beyond the requirements of the prior art,
because such terms are utilized for descriptive
purposes herein and not for the purpose of limi-
tation, and are intended to be broadly construed.
Moreover, the embodiment of the improved con-
struction illustrated and described herein is by
way of example, and the scope of the invention is
not limited to the exact details of construction
of the various parts.

Having now described the features of the in-
vention, the manufacture of a preferred embodi~
ment of the improved back trim and sealing
molding, and the advantageous new and useful
results obtained thereby; the new and useful de-
vices, constructions, arrangements, and combina-
tions,_ and reasonable mechanical equivalents
thereof obvious to those skilled in the art, are
set forth-in the appended claims. )

Iclaim: . : . .

1. In sink and table top erection construetion
wherein rectilinearly-aligned, upstanding sink
and table top splash backs are positioned against
an irregularly formed, wavy, non-~planar, room
side wall surface leaving an uneven crack-space
of varying width between the aligned splash
_backs and the non-planar wall surface, the com-

ination-of a compensating molding member hav-
ing alongitudinally extending inverted, U-shaped
portion snap-fitting over said upstanding splash
backs with one U-leg in front of and the other
U-leg behind the splash backs, means securing
sald molding member to said splash -backs,. a
resilient, longitudinally extending flange coex-
tensive with and projecting upwardly outward-
ly from the bottom end of said other U-leg behind
s2id splash backs, said resilient flange having an
upper free edge in yielding engagement with said
non-planar wall surface and forming with said
other U-leg a generally V-shaped pocket, and
sealing compound filling said pocket closing said
crack-space. . o

2. The consiruction defined in claim 1 in which
the resilient flange is formed with Jperforations
to allow the. sealing compound  to. interlock
therewith. . .
.- 3. The construction defined in claim 1 in which
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inwardly projecting lugs are formed on said
other U-leg providing the means securing the
moiding member to the splash backs.

4. The construction defined in claim 1 in which
the bottom end of said one U-leg is formed with
an inturned lip frictionally engaging the splash
backs.

5. A resilient molding strip for rectilinearly-
aligned upstanding splash backs of sink and table
tops for trimming the uneven crack-space of
varying width between aligned splash backs and
an irregularly formed, wavy, non-planar, room
wall surface against which the splash backs are
positioned, the molding strip including a longi-
tudinally extending, inverted, U-shaped portion
for resilient telescopic engagement over recti-
linearly-aligned sink and table top upstanding
splash backs, said U-shaped portion including
vesilient front and rear U-legs, the end of the
front U-leg being formed with an inturned lip,
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there being spaced inwardly projecting lugs
formed on the rear U-leg, and the end of the rear
U-leg being turned and formed with a coexten-
sive longitudinally extending upwardly and out-
wardly projecting resilient angular flange form-
ing a V-shaped pocket between said flange and
said rear U-leg.

6. The construction defined in claim 5 in which
said resilient angular flange is formed with 2
series of perforations.

JACQUES STANITZ.
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