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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES P. GAGE, OF FAIRFIELD,Y IOWA.

FOLDING TABLE.

BPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 334,946, dated January 26, 1886,
Application filed April 2%, 1885, Serial No. 163,745, (Model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES P. GAGE, of Fair-
field, in the county of Jefferson and State of
lowa, haye invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Tables; and I do
hereby declare that the following is aftull,clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying d rawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, which
form part of this specification.

The invention relates to tables; and its ob-
Jeet is to construct the table in such manner
that its legs or supports may be easily and
quickly folded up and secared in a horizontal
position against the under surface of the table-
body, so that the device can be conveniently
stowed away, or transported from one place
to another.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel arrangement of parts hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the appended
ciaims. S

Figure 1 represents a vertical longitudinal
central section of the table with its legs un-
folded. TFig. 2is a reverse plan of the table
with its legs folded. Fig. 3 is a vertical see-
tion of the complete table on the line z z of
Fig. 1, looking from the front. TFig. 4 is a
detail side view of the top of the table, and
hook that keeps the legs folded thereto; and
Hig. b5 is a detail transverse sectional view of
the same.

Referring to the accompanying drawings by
letter, A designates the table-body, which may
serve as an ironing-board. The body is pref-
erably made with its front end narrower than

its rear end, as shown.
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Bis a rectangular frame firmly secured to
the under surface of the rear portion of the
table-body, and with its two side strips, b b,
rabbeted on the npper edges to form the longi-
tudinal ways 5" ¥, as shown. The front cor-
ners of the frame B have the opposite lateral-
Jy-projecting loops or staples, C C, secured to
them, for a parpose hereinafter explained.

D is a transverse block or strip of planking,
which has its ends rabbeted to fit the ways &’
" and travel therein. d isa button pivoted
to the center of the front edge of the block-D,
and ¢ is a notch or recess in the under surface

of the table-body, into which recess the end of
the button is turned wheun the rear edge of the
block Dis against the rear rail of the frame B.
This is the position of the block when thelegs
or supports of the table are turned down, as
hereinafter explained. :

I is a trestle-frame composed of the legs ee,
and the transverse bars ¢ ¢. The rear legs of
the trestle are connected by the hinges ¢’ € to
the front edge of thetraveling block D. Each
front and rear leg of the trestle on the same
side are connected together at their tops by a
hinge, ¢. Thus the trestle may have its legs
spread apart, or may havethem closed on each
other to be turned horizontally under the ta-
ble-body.

F ¥’ are connecting-bars having their meet-
ing ends connected on their under surfaces by
the hinge . The rear bar, F, has the lower
surface of its end connected to the upperedge
of the front surface of the rear bar, ¢, by the
hinge f”, and the front end of the front bar, F,
has its upper surface conuected to the upper
surface of a longitudinal connecting-bar, G, by
the hinge f”. The said bar G is eonnected to
the middle of the upper edge of the front sur-
face of the front transverse bar, ¢, by the
hinge g. »

H is a trestie-frame, composed of the legs bk
and transverse bars A’ A’.  Thefrontendof the
bar G is connected to the middle of the upper
edge of the rear surface of the rear transverse
bar, ¥, by the hinge ¢'. The rear legs of the
trestle H have their tops connected by the
transverse bar I, to the lower edge of which
the npper ends of the front legs of said trestle
are connected by the hinges ¢4, so that the
trestle can open and close inasimilar manner
to the rear trestle. Theupper endsof therear
legs of the trestle H and the upper edge of the
bar Tare flush with each other, and soarranged
that they will lie squarely against the under
surface of the table-body when the front and
rear trestles are open and in position to sup-
port the table-body. ‘

K K’ are connecting-bars similar tothe bars
I I, connected togetherat their meeting ends
by the hinge k. The rear bar, K, is connected

at its rear end to the front end of the bar G by
the hinge ¥/, the hinge connecting the upper
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surfaces of thebars. Thefrontend of the front
bar, K/, has its under surface connected by the
hinge &* to the middle of the upper edge of the
rear surface of the front transverse bar, &'

L Lare rods connected to the ends of the
front transverse bar, #/, by means of their
looped ends ! and the staples I'. [* are hooks
on the lower ends of said rods, adapted to en-
gage in the staples C C when the trestles are
turned down on theunder surface of thetable-
body.

1t is evident from the foregoing description
that when the trestles are turned at right an-
gles with the table-body and opened the con-
necting-rods F, ¥, G, K, and K’ will all bein

‘the same right line, and will serve as supports

or stays for the trestles. The upper edge of
the bar T will then rest against the under sur-
face of the table-body, and by pulling the
block D backward as far as it will go in the
frame Band turning the button d into the recess
@' the trestles and their conneeting-bars can be
fixed securely in position tosupport thetable-
body. By turning the trestles horizontally
against the table-body they will be closed, the
bars I T and K K’ closing, respectively, on
each other, and the bar G lying horizontally
bebween the trestles. Inthis positionthe but-
ton d is released from the recess d’ and the
block D slid forward in the framé B till the
rods Lean engage theloopsorstaples C. These
will keep the trestlesand connecting-rods down
on the table-body, so that the deviece can be
easily handled for storage or transportation.
Having described my invention, I claim—
1. In a folding table, the combination of the

334,946

table-body, the front and rear trestles, each
composed of front and rear legs hinged together
at the top, and the rear trestle connected tothe
body by means substantially as deseribed, and 40
the hinged connecting-bars F, F', G; K, and
K’, constructed and arranged substantially as
specified. :

2. In a folding table, the combination of the
body A, frame B, provided with the ways b'V’,
and block D, traveling in said ways, with the
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/| trestle E, connected to said block by the hinges

¢, the trestle I, having .its upper edge free,
the hinged bars F ¥, joining the front and rear
legs of the rear trestle, the hinged bars K X',
connecting the front and rearlegs of the front
trestles, and the hinged bar G, connecting the
front-and rear trestles together, substantially
as specified.

3. The ecombination, with the body-A, pro-
vided with the recess d', the frame B, secured
to the body, and having the loops Csecured to
it, the block D, traveling in ways insaid frame
and having the button d pivoted to it, and the
rear trestle, B, hinged at its upper end to said
block, of the connecting-rods F, ', G, K, and
K’, the front trestle, H, and the rods L L, con-
nected thereto, all constructed and arranged
substantially as shown and described, for the
purpose specified.

Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my
ownIaffix my signature in presence of two wit-
nesses.
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JAMES P. GAGE.
Witnesses:
J. B. MILLER,
CHAS. P. SIPPEL.



