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This invention relates to golf clubs of the class com 
monly known as woods, which are usually made with 
heads of persimmon or other word, the heads being 
Weighted with lead, although corresponding clubs, manu 
factured with heads of plastic material or light metal are 
regarded as coming within the same class. 
Clubs coming within the class known as woods in 

clude the driver, the brassy, the spoon and the baffy, 
and are provided with heads having an integral neck ex 
tending outwardly from the heel of the head at a suit 
able angle to receive a straight shaft, the neck and head 
being formed with a hole to receive the end of the shaft 
which extends down substantially to the sole of the club. 
The axis of the shaft must lie in a plane transverse to 

the direction of swing of the club, substantially parallel 
to the plane of the striking face of the club and, with a 
straight shaft, this means that the striking face of the 
club is necessarily in front of the said plane containing 
the shaft axis. It has long been established that better 
stroke control and greater accuracy of play is provided 
by having the striking face of the club in or behind the 
said plane containing the shaft axis, and it is the object 
of the present invention to provide a golf club in the 
"wood” class in which the striking face of the club is 
in or behind the said plane. 

According to the present invention, in a golf club of 
the class commonly known as woods, and comprising a 
head mounted on a shaft the shaft is formed with a single 
bend adjacent its end which carries the head, the lower 
portion of the shaft, to which the head is secured, being 
inclined downwardly and rearwardly relative to the upper 
portion of the shaft so that the striking face of the club 
lies in or behind a plane transverse to the plane in 
which the club swings when striking a ball and con 
taining the axis of the upper portion of the shaft. 
The lower portion of the shaft is preferably inserted 

in a socket in the club head which extends obliquely 
downwardly towards the toe of the club head and rear 
Wardly away from the striking face. 
The Sole of the club may be so shaped that a portion 

thereof extending along the lower edge of the striking 
face is above the level of the main sole, a groove being 
provided between the said portion and the main sole. 
A groove or recess may be provided which extends 

transversely of the club head across its rear face. 
The invention is hereinafter described with reference 

to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of one form of golf club ac 

cording to the invention; and 
FIGURE 2 is an end view of the club shown in FG 

URE 1 as viewed from the toe end of the head. 
Referring to the drawings, the club head 10 is pro 

vided with a substantially flat striking face 11 and with 
a neck for hosel 12 at its heel end, a hole being formed 
in the neck, which hole extends into the club head 
nearly to the sole of the latter and receives the shaft 13 
of the club. The neck 12, as shown in the drawings, is 
inclined upwardly and outwardly from the heel end of 
the club head, and also upwardly and forwardly with re 
spect to the striking face of the club, so that the hole, 
which extends longitudinally of the neck, extends ob 
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2 
liquely downwardly towards the toe of the club and 
rearwardly away from the striking face. 
The shaft 13, as shown in FIGURE 2 is formed with a 

single bend at 14, adjacent the point where it emerges 
from the neck 12, the angle of the bend being such that 
the upper part of the shaft has its axis in a plane, trans 
verse to the plane in which the club swings when striking 
a ball, which also contains the striking face 11 of the 
club. By making the bend 14 further from the bottom 
end of the shaft 13, the transverse plane containing the 
axis of the upper part of the shaft may be brought in 
front of the plane of the striking face 11. 
The shaft 13 may be secured in position in the head 

10 by any suitable means, for example by a screw pass 
ing through the shaft. 
The golf club may be formed to reduce the making of 

divots during a stroke. 
For this purpose the sole of the club immediately be 

hind the striking face 11 is formed at 15 with a narrow 
portion extending along the striking face which is raised 
above the lowest portion of the main sole 16, and a 
groove 17 is provided between the portion 15 and the 
main sole 16, the rear wall of the groove 17 being 
chamfered, or rounded as shown in the drawing, to merge 
smoothly into the main sole 16. 
The heads of golf clubs according to the invention 

may be formed of light metal or of thermoplastic mate 
rial and, when so formed, may be provided with a deep 
groove 18 extending across the rear face of the club, so 
that a somewhat resilient lip 19 is provided below the 
groove 18, a substantial portion of the main sole 16 being 
on the lip. The resilience thus provided reduces bounc 
ing of the club if it is caused to swing too low during a 
stroke, and also reduces the weight of the head, which 
is advantageous because thermoplastic materials and 
light metals are usually of greater density than the Wood 
commonly used for such club heads. The construction 
delays the bounce so that it takes place after the club 
has hit the ball instead of before. 

Club heads according to the invention may be made 
of persimmon or other wood commonly used for this pur 
pose, the groove 18 then being omitted. 
The club head may be secured to the shaft by means 

other than a screw. For example, the shaft may be 
grooved longitudinally to fit a correspondingly shaped 
hole in the club head, or may be formed with a screw 
thread to mate with a corresponding screw thread in the 
hole in the club head, an adhesive being used to hold the 
parts together. In the case of club heads of thermoplas 
tic material, they may be moulded on to the shafts, the 
ends of the latter being suitably shaped to ensure a se 
cure joint. 

I claim: 
A golf club of the wood type comprising a head pro 

vided with a substantially flat striking face and having 
a sole, a toe portion, and a heel end, a straight hosel 
formed at the heel end and having a longitudinal hole 
which extends into the club head behind the striking face 
nearly to the sole, said hosel being inclined upwardly and 
rearwardly away from the toe portion and forwardly 
toward the striking face of the club so that the hole ex 
tends obliquely downwardly towards the toe portion of 
the head and rearwardly away from the striking face, 
a longitudinal shaft having a straight short lower end 
inserted into the hole a sufficient distance so that it is 
positioned behind the striking face and a straight upper 
long end, said shaft having a single bend adjacent the 
point where the shaft emerges from the hosel to form 
a line of demarcation between said ends with the upper 
end being substantially greater in length than the lower 
end, said upper end of the shaft being disposed relative 
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to the striking face of the head so that said flat striking 
face of the club lies behind a plane which is transverse 
to the plane in which the club swings when striking a 
ball with said flat striking face and contains the longitu 
dinal axis of the upper end of the shaft and means 5 
fixedly securing the lower end of the shaft in the hole. 
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