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17 Claims. 
This invention relates to improvements in fill 

ing cabinets and particularly to an improved fire 
resistant file adapted to contain ledger or card 
holding trays, and the like. 
An object of the invention resides in providing 

a filing cabinet having an open ended compart 
ment and a closure for the open end thereof 
adapted, for sliding movement into open and 
closed positions and for a further movement after 
uncovering the open end of the compartment in 
the cabinet to a position adjacent one side of 
the cabinet. 
A further object of the invention resides in 

providing a filing cabinet having a closure mov 
able to open and closed positions for closing the 
Open end of a compartment in the cabinet, to 

O 

5 

gether with a record supporting structure mov- . 
able in the compartment in the cabinet toward 
and from the open end connected to and operable 
by the movement of the closure. 
The invention further comprehends the provi 

sion of a filing cabinet having a compartment 

20 

open at the upper end through the top of the 
cabinet, a closure slidable on the upper end of 
the cabinet into open and closed positions and 
adapted to be moved adjacent one side wall of 
the cabinet in open position, the movement of 
the cover being utilized for raising and lower 
ing a record supporting member within the cabi 
net so that in the open position of the cover the 
record Supporting member will be raised to pro 

- vide access to the cards carried thereby. 
Another feature of the invention resides in 

providing a fire resistant cabinet having an open 
upper end for the compartment therein, the cabi 
net being lined with fire resistant material to 
protect records. held therein and the open: upper 
end of the cabinet being provided with sealing 
grooves of a special character adapted for co 
operation with complementary portions on an 
insulated cover provided to form a closure for 
the open upper end of the cabinet so as to seal 
the compartment and protect the contents 
against fire and in addition to form an operating 
member for counter-balancing the weight of a 
file supprting member within the compartment 
of the cabinet also adapted to be elevated by 
the operation of the cover to the upper open end 
of the cabinet to provide access thereto when 
th2 cover is moved to an open position adjacent 
one side of the cabinet. . - 
The invention comprehends other objects 

which will be more particularly pointed out in 
the following detailed description and in claims 

55 in connection with the specific structural rela 
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(C. 45-2) 
tion and association of the parts showing a pre 
ferred form of construction, it being understood, 
however, that various changes in the size, shape 
and relation to these parts together with the 
manner of assembly may be made without des 00 
parting from the scope of the invention as here 
in Set forth. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a cabinet con 

structed according to the invention with parts 65 
broken away to illustrate some of the details of 
construction. 

Fig. 2 is a Sectional view taken on line 2-2 
of Fig. 1 showing the parts in closed position. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing, the 0 . 
parts in open position. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detailed sec 
tion showing the mounting for the front end of 
the cover taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective of an upper 75 
front corner of the cabinet with the cover re 
moved. 

Fig. 6 is a vertical section taken on line 6-6 
of Fig. 3. ' .. ? 

Fig. 7 is a perspective of the closure or cover 80 
removed from the cabinet and turned Over to 
show the bottom. - · 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary section taken 
on line 8-8 of Fig. 1 illustrating the lock mount 

3. 
This new fling cabinet comprises essentially 

a cabinet 1 having a compartment therein open 
at the upper end and closed by the cover 2.which 
has both sliding and swinging movement i rela 
tive to the cabinet in movement to both its open 90 
and closed positions, and serves as an operat 
ing and counter-balancing member for the tray. * . 
3 adapted for movement in the cabinet from a 
position adjacent the upper open end thereof in 
to the bottom thereof. When the tray 3 is at the 95 
upper open end of the cabinet as shown in Fig. 3 
the records contained therein are supported for 
convenient access and use, while the same rec 
ords are protected and housed in the cabinet 
when the tray is in the bottom thereof and the 
cover is in closed position so as to prevent their 
destruction by fire. The specific features of con 
struction of the cabinet, the closure and the tray 
together with the associated parts and operat 
ing mechanism will now be described. 
A cabinet 1 is suitably, supported by a stand 4 

which comprises a rectangular frame member 
formed of angle iron side members 5 and end 
members 8 which are connected at their ends to 
the legs 7 provided with casters 8 on their lower l10 

00 

10.5 



2 
ends so that the cabinet supported thereon may 
be conveniently moved about the office or other 
place of business where it is used. The stand 4 
is suitably and preferably permanently attached 

5 to the cabinet 1 in any suitable manner. 
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The cabinet 1 is formed with an outer sheet 
metal casing 9 enclosing a fire resistant mono 
lithic body 10 forming a liner for the casing 9. 
The casing 9 and liner 10 of the cabinet 1 are 
formed to provide a front Wall 11, rear wall 12, 
side Walls 13 and botton Wall 14 SO as to form 
a compartment within the monolithic body 10 
open at the upper end. 
The upper open end of the cabinet is of spe 

cial form and will now be described. The upper 
edges of the side walls 13 and rear wall 12 of the 
casing 9 terminate in laterally and inwardly ex 
tending portions 15 having at their inner edges 
downwardly extending flanges 16 which embrace 
the corresponding portions of a frame member 17 
forming with the flanges. 15 and 16 an enclosure 
for the upper side and rear edges of the mono 
lithic body 10 in a manner clearly shown in Figs. 
3 and 6. ? 

This frame member 17 is formed to provide 
sealing grooves for sealing cooperation with com 
plementary portions of the cover or closure 2. 
The rear end of the frame 17 as shown in Fig. 3 
is formed with an inwardly horizontally extend 
ing portion 18 terminating at its inner edge in 
a downwardly extending Wall portion 19 along 
the inner space of the rear wall of the liner 10 
which is provided in its intermediate portion with 
an offset 20 forming an inwardly Spacing groove, 
while the lower edge of the wall portion 19 of 
frame 17 is offset at 21 and embedded within 
the monolithic lining 10 as shown in Fig. 3. Re 
ferring to Fig. 6 the side portions of the frame 
17 have horizontally in Wardly extending portions 
22 at the lower ends of the downwardly extend 
ing portions 16 on the casing 9, the portions "22 
being slightly below the level or horizontal plane 
of the portion 18 on the rear wall of the cabinet 
and frame 17. At the inner edges these por 
tions 22 of frame 17 terminate in upwardly ex 
tending beads 23 from which wall portions 24 ex 
tend downwardly along the inside face of the 
side walls of the liner 10, terminating at the low 
er edges in offsets 25 embedded within the mas 
terial of the liner, as shown in Fig. 6. This pro 
vides upwardly facing channels or grooves 27 at 
the upper inner edges of the side walls of the 
cabinet for portions on the cover which will be 
presently described. In the bottom of these 
grooves and secured to the horizontal portions 22 
are sealing and wear compensating strips 28. 
The front wall 11 of the cabinet has its upper 

edge terminating below the upper edges of the 
side Walls and below the horizontal plane of the 
portions. 22 of the edge frame 17 as clearly shown 
in Figs. 3, 4 and 5. The casing 9 of the cabinet 
has its upper edge on the front Wall 11 formed 

65 

70 

75 

with the inwardly extending portions 29 at the 
inner edge of which is a vertically extending por 
tion 30 formed at its upper edge to provide an 
outwardly extending bead 31. An upper inner 
edge portion 32 is formed from the sheet metal 
adjacent the bead 31 which terminates in a down 
Wardly extending inner wall portion 33 lying flush 
with the inner face of the front wall of the liner 
10 as clearly shown in Fig. 4. This provides a 
metal edge frame and’ protection foi the mono 
lithic liner 10, along the upper edge of the front 
wall 11 of the cabinet and also provides the bead. 
31 which forms with the portions 29 and 30 an 

the edge frame ill as shown in Fig. 1. 

1948,997 
outwardly facing groove for a purpose which will 
presently be described. 
The side walls 13 are provided with recesses 34 

as shown in Fig. 5 at opposite ends of the front 
wall 11 of the cabinet and immediately above the 
portion 29 thereof. These recesses receive the 
bearing rollers 35 rotatably mounted on hub por 
tions 36 seeured to the supporting bracketS 37 by 
the retaining screws 38, shown in Figs. 1 and 4. 
The brackets 37 have their end portions secured to 

The pe 
ripheries of the rollers 35 project above the hori 
ZOntal plane of the upper (edge of beads 23. 
Fulcrum bearings 39 shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 5 

are mounted on the inner faces of the Side walls 
13 of the cabinet adjacent the inner Space of the 
front wall 11 and the wall portion 33 formed on 
the front wall of the casing 9 so that they have 
peripheries projecting slightly above the horizon 
tall plane of the horizontal upper edge portion 32 
on the front wall. The purpose of these fulcrum 
rollers 39 and the bearing rollers 35 will be de 
Scribed in connection with the structure and oper 
ation of the cover or closure 2. 
The tray 3 is formed of sheet metal to provide a 

bottom 40, side walls 41 and end walls 42. Side 
walls 41 have their upper edges formed with out 
wardly extending flanges terminating in down 
turned lips as indicated at 43 which embrace 
channel members 44 extending the entire length 
of the sides of the tray as shown clearly in Figs. 2 
and 3. The channel members 44 face outwardly 
from the sides of the tray as iliustrated in Fig. 6 
and have depending lip portions on the upper 
Outer edges for enclosing a portion of the groove 
in the channel member as shown at 45 in Fig. 6. 
Immediately below the channel members 44 are 
mounted a pair of channel members 46 similar in 
construction to channel members 44 but shorter 
in length, the channel members, 46 being mounted 
adjacent to the front end of the tray and the 
lower edge of the members 44 as clearly shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. Channel members 47 similar to 
channels 46 are mounted in the bottom of the 
cabinet and attached to the inside of the side walls 
13 of the cabinet to the inner walls of the mono 
lithic liner 10 adjacent the bottom wall 14 as also 
clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3. These channel 
members 47 are shown in Fig. 1 as being attached 
to bracket members 48 embedded within the body 
Of the monolith 10 so that a firm anchor is pro 
vided in the monolithic body for supporting these 
channel members 47, which are also positioned 
adjacent the front end of the cabinet as shown in 
Fig. 2. 
A lazy tong mechanism comprising two pairs 

of cross levers 48 and 49, has one pair of cross 
levers mounted at each side of the tray adjacent 
the side walls 13'of the cabinet. These levers 48 
and 49 of each pair are pivotally connected in 
their central portions as indicated at 50 while the 
rear ends of each of the levers 48 and 49 are pivot 
ally connected at 51 and 52 to the rear end of the 
inner faces of the Side was of the cabinet and to 
the rear end of the sides 41 of the tray, respec 
tively. This is shown clearly in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The forward ends of these levers 48 and 49 carry 
rollers which engage and ride in the channel 
members 46 and 47 respectively in the manner 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, also Fig. 1. By this lazy 
tong mechanism the tray 3 is uniformly guided in 
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its movement from-the bottom of the cabinet as . 
shown in Fig. 2 to its position adjacent the open 
upper end of the cabinet as shown in Fig. 3, in 
Order that it will not become wedged between the 150 
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end or side walls during its operation by the cover 
in a manner hereafter described, 
The tray 3 is adapted to receive and contain 

ledger trays or card holding drawers or trays con 
taining various types of record cards which stand 
on edge so that reference may be had for indexing 
or filing purposes to the cards along the upper or 
Side edges thereof. 
The tray 3 will support these cards in position 

for the manipulation thereof by the user when 
at its upper limit of movement in the position 
shown in Figs. 3 and 6, in which position the up 
per edges of the cards will project above the up 
per edges of the cabinet. 
to vary the height which the cards project above 
the cabinet, this may be obtained by the use of 
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the edged structure of the rear wall 12 of the 

40 

45 

55 

of any desired character known in the art. 

false bottom members 53 having marginal de 
pending flanges which support these members 
above the bottom 40 so as to elevate the cards in 
the tray. Any number of these false bottom 
members 53 may be used in sup3rposed relation 
to obtain the desired elevation of the cards in 
the tray. 
The cover or closure 2 is of special construction 

having a sheet metal casing enclosing monolithic 
slab or liner 55 of suitable fire resistant material 

The 
rear edge of the closure 2 is formed as illustrated 
in Figs. 2 and 7 to provide a pair of projections 
56 and 57 of unequal length between which is 
provided a groove 58. w 
The sheet metal casing 54 for the cover extends 

around the projections 56 and 57 in the groove 58 
in the manner shown in Fig. 2 So as to protect 
the edge of the monolith slab 55. The pro 
jections 56 and 57 in the the groove 53 are formed 
so as to provide a complementary portion for 

cabinet as previously described in which the pro 
jection 57 fits in the groove formed by the offset 
20 while the projection 56 seats in the recess 
formed by the angularly arranged portion 16 of 
the casing 9 and 18 of the edge frame 17. When 
the rear end of the cover is in closed position the 
parts are interengaged as shown in Fig. 2 so that 
the cover Seals the joint along the rear edge With 
the cabinet to prevent the entrance of fire into 
the compartment in the cabinet. . 
The side edges of the cover or closure 2 are pro 

vided to form depending projections 59 which fit 
in the groove 27 in the upper edges of the side 
walls, while grooves 60 in the cover receive the 
beads 23 on the upper edges of the sidewaiis Of 
the case of the cabinet So that when the cover is 
in closed position, the projections 59 in the grooves 
60 will cooperate with the complementary por 
tions of the cabinet to provide sealing co 
operation along the side edges of the cover or 
closure for effectively preventing the entrance of 
fire or heat Sufficient to destroy the contents of 
the compartment in the cabinet. The side edges 
of the cover 2 have the sheet metal casing 54 ex 
tending around the projections 59 and in the 
grooves 60, while this cover within the grooves 60 
and adjacent thereto is reinforced by the bar 
members of track bars 61 having laterally ex 

. tending flanges on the opposite edges, thereof 
as shown in Fig. 1. These bar members provide 
tracks or the like which carry the weight of 
the cover during its Opening and closing nove 
ments in which the bearing rollers 35 have roll 

75 

ing contact in the grooves 60 in the edge por 
tions of the cover. 
The side edges of the cover at the forward ends 

of the grooves 60 are formed with a recess as 

Should it be desired 

3. 
shown in Fig. 4 and indicated at 62 to accommo 
date the bearing rollers 35 in the closed position 
of the cover. The track bars 61 together with 
the Overlying portion of the casing 54 as shown 
in Fig. 4 is formed with an angular upwardly ex 
tending end portion 63 over the recesses 62 in 
each side of the cover. As the cover moves to 
its final closed position this angular portion 63 
permits the cover to drop slightly toward the up 
per end of the cabinet so that the grooves and 
projections on the cover and cabinet will firmly 
engage in interfitted relation to provide a def 
inite scal between the cover and the cabinet. . 
A bracket 64 is mounted on the edge 65 of the 

casing 54 of the cover as clearly shown in Fig. 4 
and is provided for retaining a rubber or othar 
resilient stop member 66 adjacent the front cor 
ner of the cover so that when it is moved to open 
position it will cushion the engagement of the 
front end of the cover on the front of the cab 
net and Supporting Stand and prevent the Scar 
ring of the finish on the cabinet and stand and 
also the objectionable contact of the metal in 
the cover with the cabinet. 
The front portion of the cover has a downward 

ly extending portion formed therein adapted to 
seat upon the portion 29 of the top of the front 
side. Wall and an inward projection 66", spaced 
fronin the top, forms a groove for reception of the 
bead 31, th2reby making a tightly sealed joint 105 
which prevents the entrance of fire into the in 
ner compartment of the cabinet and aids in ren 
dering the same fire resistant. 
The rear end of the cover is provided with a 

pair of supporting and operating brackets or 110 
members 67 positioned adjacent the side edges of 
the cover as shown in Fig. 7. These brackets 67 
are provided with base flanges 68 secured to tie 

80 
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cover while arms of angular cross-section extend 
laterally from the cover. The side portions 70 of 115 
these arms 69 carry bearing rollers 71 at their 
free end which fit and ride within the channel 
members 44 on the tray 3 as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 
3 and 6. The side portions 70 are formed to pro 
vide trackways72 whichride on the fulcrum bear 
ingS 39, StopS 73 projecting from the side portions 
70 for limiting the movement of the arms over 

120 

the fulcrum bearings 39 so that when the bar 
ingS 39 engage the stop portions 73, the cover W.ll. 
Kihove about these bearings 39 as a pivot. 
The bracket members 67 support the rear end 

of the cover during its sliding movement into 
closed position by the bearing engagement of tho 
bearing rollers 71 in the channel members 44. 
During this movement of the bearing rollers 71 

in the channel members 44 the tray 3 is seated 
on the bottom of the cabinet and the cover is 
Supported slightly above and out of contact with 
the upper edges of the cabinet. As the cover 
noves into the closed position shown in Fig. 2 at 
which time the front end drops into contact with 
the upp3r front portions of the cabinet, the bear 
ing rollers 71 ride downwardly on the downwara 
ly inclined portions 74 of the channel members 
44 which psermits the rear end of the cover to be 
lowered sufficiently to rest and be supported on 
the Uppsr edges of the cabinet. In this way the 
Cntir3 3dge portion of the cover has its grooves 
and projections engaged in the complementary 
part cf the cabinet and provided with an inti 
nate contact with these parts of the cabinet to 
cffectively seal the contents of the compartment 
in the cabinet against the entrance of fire and 
theat, from an external Sort around the cover. 
When the cover is to be opened from a position 150 

25 
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as shown in Fig. 2 for movement to the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 3, the handle 75 on the front 
end of the cover is grasped by the operator and 
the cover given a forward pull. This will result 
in the bearing rollers 71 riding upWardly on the 
inclined portions 74 of the channel members 44 
and tha track nembars 60 having the inclined 
portions 63 engaging with the bearing rollers 35 
So as to elevate the front portion of the cover 
out of contact with the cabinet, whereupon the 
cover is supported by the bearing rollers 35 and 
the bearings 71 for free longitudinal sliding 
movement forwardly from the cabinet. 
As the cover is removed by this operation to 

Wards the front of the cabinet, and as the rear 
end of the cover approaches the front end of 
the cabinet, the fulcrum bearings 39 will engage . 
the track portions 72 of the supporting and op 
erating brackets 67 adjacent the base portions 68 

20 

25 

and will cause the cover to ride upwardly thereon 
du2 to the inclined relation of the track portions 
72. This will also begin to lift the tray 3 upward 
ly from the position shown in Fig. 2. Then the 
front end of the cover may be permitted to low 
er so that the track portions 72 will ride over 
the fulcrum bearings 39 to form a travelling full 
Crum for the cover as the front end moves down 
Wardly toward the position shown in Fig. 3. This 
Will be occasioned by the Weight of the cover 
which will in turn further elevate the tray 3 
toward the upper end of the cabinet until the 
central portion 76 of the track portions 72 en 
gage the fulcrum bearings 39 when the tray will 
be elevated to substantially its uppermost posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 3. 
Then the operator forces the lower end of th 

cover inwardly toward the front wall of the cabi 
net. Which Will effect the final elevation of the 
tray into the position shown in Fig. 3 during 
which time the track meinbers '72 will ride over - 
the fulcrum bearings 39 from the portions 72 into 
engagement with the stops 73. This movement 
of the cover will also be occasioned by engage 
ment of the inner face of the cover with the roll 
erS 77 carried by the bracketS 78 secured to the 
front wall 11 of the cabinet adjacent the upper 
edge thereof as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The tray on the cover is locked in the position 

shown in Fig. 3 by suitable mechanism includ 
ing a pair bflatches 79 pivotally connected to the 
front wall 42 of the tray at 80 and normally 
moved into locking position by spring members 81 
So that the projections 82 will engage over the 
operating brackets 69 in the manner shown in 
Fig. 6. An operating handle 83 is pivotally 
mounted on the front end of the tray 42 as indi 
cated at 84 to which links 85 are pivotally con 
nected at opposite sides of the pivot 84 and have 
their opposite ends pivotally connected to , the 
locking members 79 intermediate their ends as 
shown in Fig. 6. A coil spring 86 has one end 
secured to the lever 83 and the opposite end se 
Cur3d to the front wall 42 of tray 3 and normally 
assists in the movement of the latches to the lock 
ing position. By operating the handle 83 to the 
dotted line position shown in Fig. 6, the latches 
79 may be moved into the dotted line position also 
illustrated in Fig. 6, which will permit the tray 
to be moved downwardly and the cover to be 
noved into the closed position. In moving the 
cCver to the closed position the parts will be op 
era'ed in the reverse manner to that described 
above for the movement of the cover to the open position. 
Attention is particularly directed to the special 

in convenient position during use. 

with the recess 91 to permit access to the lock 
ing mechanism 87 for its removal and repair. 

1,948,997 
mounting and manner of operating the cover 
from the closed to the open position and vice 
versa, by which the cover, is slidably moved so 
that it substantially disengages the cabinet by 
movement beyond the front wall before being 80 
swung downwardly against the front wall of the 
cabinet to the position shown in Fig. 3. As a 
result of the special construction and operation 
provided for the movement of the cover from 
open to closed positions, it will be noted that 
when the cover is in the open position it lies 
adjacent the front wall of the cabinet and has 
substantially a small amount of space, thus mak 
ing it necessary to provide a special extra Space 
for the cabinet in order to permit the opening 
of the cover. In the construction disclosed the 
cover moves into the working area in its; open 
ing movement and is then moved downwardly out 
of the way so that access may be had to the con 
tents of the tray 3. In this way these cabinets 

85 

90 

95 
may be mounted side by side when desired and 
will not in any way interfere with the operation 
of one another. 
Card trays for account cards such as are used 

in banks and the like are mounted in the tray 100 
3 and supported at any desired elevation by use 
of the false bottoms 53 so that the cards will 
project the desired height above the upper end 
of the cabinet for ready access and reference. 
This type of cabinet is usually used in conjunc-105 
tion with machine posting devices of the types 
now used in the art and provide a convenient 
support for cards used in this manner which 
will not only house the cards but support them 

10 
Attention is also particularly directed to the 

special feature obtained by connecting the cover 
through the medium of the operating arms 67 
With the tray So that in the movement of COver 
or closure to the open position, the tray is ele- 115 
wated from the bottom of the compartment to 
the top portion thereof, and also counter bal 
ances the weight in the tray 3 so that the cover 
may be easily and readily operated without re 
quiring any great force and without lifting the 120 
weight of the cover Or the tray. 
As the operation of the bracket members 67 in 

elevating the tray from the bottom of the cabinet 
to the upper end thereof does not effect its 
lifting on the tray in the central portion thereof, 
there is likely to be a tendency for the tray to 
tilt in the cabinet which would cause a wedging 
of the ends between the front and rear walls. 
This is avoided by the lazy tong mechanism 
heretofore described, which insures the uniform 130 
elevation of all parts of the tray from a lower 
position to the upper position as shown in Figs. 
2 and 3. 
Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 8, a lock 

ing mechanism for locking the cover in closed 35 
position to prevent access to the contents of the 
cabinet by unauthorized persons is provided. 
This mechanism includes a key operated lock 
87 for projecting the locking bolt 88 into the 
keeper 89 mounted in the projection on the front 340 
end of the cover. The lock 87 is mounted in a 
suitable bracket 90 mounted in the central por- . 
tion of the front wall 11 of the cabinet and em 
bedded in the monolith liner which is provided 

125 

145 
A suitable cover plate 92 is positioned on the in 
side of the front wall 11 of the cabinet t? close 
the inner open end of this recess 91. as clearly 
shown in Fig. 8. 15 
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It is to be understood that while the foregoing 

description of the drawings shows a construction 
in which the cabinet is provided with only one 
compartment, a cabinet may be formed with a 
plurality of independent and adjacent compart 
ments, each having a tray movable therein and 
operated by a separate cover section which may 
be removed in the same manner, as the cover 
above described. These cover Sections may be 
made to lie adjacent the front of the cabinet 
in open position, or in some cases may be made to 
lie adjacent the sides, it being the intention to 
comprehend this multiple compartment struc 
ture in this application as well as the single com 
partment illustrated and described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A fle comprising a cabinet formed to pro 

wide a compartment open at one side, a closure 
for the open side of said cabinet slidable into 
open and closed positions and movable to lie ad 
jacent a side of said cabinet, arms mounted on 
and extending laterally from Said closure, a tray 
movable in said compartment, said arms engag 
ing and moving said tray into the open end of 
said compartment as the closure is moved from 
closed position to the position adjacent the side 
of Said cabinet. 

2. A file comprising a cabinet having a com 
partment open at One end, a closure for the Open 
end of said compartment slidable and movable 
into open and closed positions, said closure be 
ing supported adjacent one side of said cabinet in 
open position, a tray movable within said cabinet, 
and means carrying said closure and engaging 
said tray for moving the tray to the open side of 
said cabinet and for supporting said closure for 
movement to a position adjacent the side of said 
cabinet after its slidable movement toward open 
position. 

3. A fille, comprising a cabinet formed to pro 
vide a compartment open at the upper end, a tray 
movable in said compartment, a lazy tong mecha 
nism for securing uniform movement of the tray 
relative to the cabinet, a cover member for said 
cabinet slidable and movable into open and closed 
positions, a pair of arms mounted on and ex 
tending laterally from Said cover member having 
the ends slidably engaging said tray, bearings on 
said cabinet for said arms, whereby in the move 
ment of said cover member to open position said 
arms will engage and ride on said bearings and 
move said tray into the upper end of said cabinet, 
said cover member moving to a position adjacent 
a side of said cabinet, and latching means on 
the tray for engaging said arms to retain the 
tray in elevated position and the cover member 
in open position. 

4. A file, comprising a cabinet formed to pro 
vide a compartment open at One side, a closure 
for the open side of said cabinet slidable into 
open and closed positions, arms mounted on and 
extending laterally from said closure, a tray mov 
able in said compartment, said arms engaging 
and moving, said tray into the open end of said 
compartment when said closure is moved to open 
position. 

5. A file comprising a cabinet having a com 
partment open at one end, a closure for the open 
end of said compartment slidable into open and 
closed positions on said cabinet, a plurality of 
arms mounted on and extending laterally from 
said closure, a tray within said compartment hav 
ing portions in engagement with said arms, and 
bearing members movably supporting said arms 
when the tray is moved to the open end of said 

S 
compartment and said closure is slidably moved 
to the open position. . s 

6. In a file, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at one end, a tray movable in said compart 
ment, operating means engaging with said tray 
and attached to a closure for moving said tray to 
the open end of said compartment when said 
closure is moved to open position, and a latching 
mechanism for engagement with said operating 
means when said closure is adjacent a side of said 
cabinet to sustain said tray in the open end of 
said compartment and retain said closure in said 
last-named position. . 

7. In a file, a fire resistant cabinet having a 
compartment open at one end, a tray movable 
within Said cabinet, a fire resistant closure slid 
able on Said cabinet, the marginal portions of 
said closure and cabinet being formed for sealing 
cooperation in the closed position of said closure, 
a plurality of arms attached to said closure and 
slidably contacting with channels upon said tray 
to Support Said closure for free sliding movement, 
one portion of said channels extending in angular 
relation to the remaining portions whereby said 
closure will move laterally at one end of its slid 
ing movement to provide a tightly sealed joint 
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With the cabinet when said arms move onto said 
angular portions of said channel members. 

8. In a file, a fire resistant cabinet having a 
Compartment open at one end, a fire resistant 
closure slidable on said cabinet, the marginal 
portions of said closure and cabinet being formed 
With complementary grooves and projections for 
Sealing cooperation in the closed position of said 
closure, bearing members upon which certain of 
Said grooves of said closure are supported for 
the sliding movement, one portion of said grooves 
having an angular relation to the remaining por 
tions thereof and said closure moving laterally 
into tightly Sealing contact with said cabinet 
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when said angular portions engage over said 
bearing members. 

9. In a flie, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at its upper end, a tray mounted in said 
compartment for movement from the bottom 
thereof, to said open end, a closure for the open 
top of the compartment slidable to uncover said 
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compartment and pivoted about an edge thereof 
to lie adjacent a side of the cabinet subsequent 
to said uncovering movement, and means con 
necting said closure and said tray whereby upon 
pivotal movement of said closure said tray is 
raised in Said compartment by gravitational ac 
tion of Said closure. 

10. In a file, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at its upper end, a tray mounted in said 
compartment for movement from the bottom 
thereof to said open end, a closure for the open 
top of the compartment slidable and movable 
into open and closed positions, said closure being 
Supported adjacent a side of said cabinet in open 
position, and means connecting said closure to 
Said tray, said closure during its movement act 
ing as a counterbalance to raise said tray. 

11. A file comprising a cabinet having a com 
partment open at one end, a closure for the 
open end of said compartment slidable to un 
cover said compartment, pivot means within said 
compartment adjacent a side wall thereof, lat 
erally extending arms on said closure, curved 
trackways on said arms terminating in stop 
means, said trackways upon sliding uncovering 
movement of said closure riding upon said pivot 
means to elevate rear portions of the closure, 
to space the same from the top of said side wall 
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whereby said closure may be pivoted about said 
pivot Ameans in spaced relation to said side wall 
to a position substantially parallel thereto with 
the stop means abutting said pivot means. 

12. In a flie, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at its upper end, a tray in said compart 
ment, a closure for the open end of the com 
partment slidable to uncover said compartment 
and pivoted to lie adjacent a side of the cabinet, 
arms mounted on and extending laterally from 
Said closure and connected to said tray, said 
arms upon pivotal movement of said closure 
raising said tray to the open end of the con 
partment, said closure counter-balancing said 
tray during such movement, and latching means 
on the tray engaging said arms to retain the 
raised tray and closure in locked relation. 

13. In a file, a cabinet having side walls and a 
compartment open at one end, a closure for the 
op2n end of Said compartment mounted on Sup 
porting means disposed within said cabinet, and 
slidable to uncover said compartment, pivot 
means within said cabinet, said supporting 
means cooperating with said pivot ineans upon 
opening movement to pivot said closure about, 

. Said pivot means in spaced relation to said cabi 
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net to a position substantially parallel to one of 
Said side walls and on the outer side thereof. 

14. In a file, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at one end, a closure for the open end 
of Said compartment. slidable to uncover said 
compartment, supporting means normally with 
in the cabinet for said closure comprising later 
ally extending arms on said closure having 
trackways, and pivot means within said cabinet 
cooperating with the trackways on said arms to 
Support and guide said closure, whereby said 
closure may be pivoted about said pivot means 
So as to lie adjacent a side wall of said cabinet 
on the outer side thereof. ?? 

15. In a file, a cabinet having a compartment 
open at its upper end, a tray mounted in said 
compartment for movement from the bottom 
thereof to said open end, a closure for the open 
top of the compartment slidable and movable 
between open and closed positions, said closure 
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being supported adjacent a side of said cabinet 
in open position, and operating means between 
the closure and tray operable for moving the tray 
in movement of the closure, said closure acting 
as a counterbalance for said tray. 

16. A file comprising a cabinet having a con 
partment open at one end, a closure for the 
op2n end of said compartment slidable and mov 
able into open and closed positions, said clo 
Sure being supported adjacent one side of said 
cabinet in open position, a tray movable within 
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said cabinet, and means connected with said 
closure engageable with parts connected with 
said tray operable to move said tray to the open 
side of Said cabinet and for supporting said clo 
sure for movement to open position adjacent a 
side of said cabinet. 

17. In a file, a fire resistant cabinet member 
having side and end walls for a compartment 
op3n at one end, a fire resistant closure member 
slidable and movable on said member into open 
and closed positions, the marginal portions of 
said closure member and the edges of the side 
and eind Walls of Said' cabinet member being 
formed with complementary grooves and pro 
jcctions for sealing cooperation in the closed 
position of said closure member, bearing mem 
bers supported at the sides of said file in the 
portion of one of said members formed with 
said projactions and grooves and engaging strip 
portions in the grooves along the sides of the 
other member and operable to support said cover 
with tha grooves and projections along the sides 
interengaged in Spaced non-sealing relation for 
free sliding movement of said cover toward and 

tions being formed in angular relation to the 
remainder of said strip portions to provide for 
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0 i from cpen position, end sections of said strip por 

lateral - movement of the closure member rela- , 
tive to its plane of sliding movement and toward 
the cabinet at the end of its sliding movement 
toward closed position to bring said grooves and 
projections of both members into sealing coop 
ci'3ion and engagement. 

CARL F. wOLTERS. 
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