
April 20, 1937. S. K. WOLF 2,077,975 
TELEPHONE ESCRITOIRE 

Filed Aug. 22, 1936 

2.44/23% 
NVENTOR 

-4- ATTORNEY. 

  



5 

() 

3 5 

40 

55 

Patented Apr. 20, 1937 2,077.975 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,077,975 

TELEPHONE ESCRITORE 

Saul K. Wolff, Long Beach, N. Y. 
Application August 22, 1936, Serial No. 97,399 

10 Cairns. 

The invention relates to a telephone escritoire, 
and more particularly to a cabinet which may be 
placed upon and is movable in relation to, the 
top of a desk or table. 
The purpose of the invention is to provide a 

cabinet for the reception of a telephone instru 
ment Which, when the instrument is not in use, 
Will completely inclose same so as to prevent the 
accumulation of dust and dirt upon and about 
the telephone instrument, but which may be 
readily opened to permit the removal of the re 
ceiver from the telephone instrument stand and, 
When the cabinet is so opened, provide a con 
veiliently located desk slab to facilitate the mak 
ing of notes in relation to a telephonic conversa 
tion and also to expose an index card containing 
the names and telephone numbers of persons fre 
quently called upon the telephone. 
The construction of the cabinet is also such as 

to afford a wide base for the telephone instrument 
as a Whole, to which the stand of the instrument 
is connected sufficiently firmly to minimize like 
lihood of the toppling or shifting of the instru 
ment within the cabinet when dialing numbers 
or when removing and replacing the telephone 
receiver upon its stand. 
The escritoire of the invention combines in a 

Simple structure, a telephone number register, a 
drop leaf Writing slab and a housing for the tele 
phone instrument composed in part of the regis 
ter Support and the drop leaf writing slab. These 
parts are so constructed and connected that when 
access to the telephone instrument is desired, it 
is merely necessary to lower the writing slab, the 
movement of this slab raising the cover of the 
housing by mechanisms connecting the slab and 
the cover, which mechanisms are so constructed 
as to not only cause movement of the slab to im 
part movement to the cover, but to prevent ac 
cidental falling of the cover while the instrument 
is in USe, Or While memoranda are being made up 
on paper carried by or secured upon the writing 
slab. 
The manner of connecting the cover and the 

slab is also Such as to Support the slab well away 
from the top of a table or desk so as to avoid 
likelihood of marring the finely finished surface 
of Said top, and also to permit convenient access 
to the slab when it is desired to close the cabinet. 
The escritoire is also so constructed as to per 

mit the positioning of a telephone instrument 
Within, or its removal from, the cabinet Without 
interfering in any way with the telephone lines 
or the use or operation of the telephone instru 
ment. 

(C. 312-189) 
In the manufacture of an escritoire embodying 

the invention, it may be given an exterior finish 
making it an attractive piece of furniture, and 
the desk slab and the cover may be equipped With 
retaining devices for a writing pad and pencil as 
to the former, and a removable directory index 
as to the latter, to facilitate the convenient stor 
age and use of these adjunctS. 
The invention consists primarily in a telephone 

escritoire embodying therein a base, means carried 
thereby whereby a telephone instrument may be 
firmly secured thereto, side walls, a, back bar ex 
tending from side wall to side Wall adjacent the top 
thereof, whereby an opening is provided at the 
back of the escritoire for the insertion and re 
moval of a telephone instrument and the paSSage 
of the Wires of the instrument, a cover hingedly 
connected with said bar, a front bar extending 
from side wall to side wall contiguous to said base, 
a drop leaf slab hinged to Said front bar, a lever 
and link connection between said cover and Said 
slab and connected with a side Wall, and means 
carried by said side wall limiting the action of 
said lever and link mechanism; and in Such other 
novel features of construction and combination of 
parts as are hereinafter set forth and described, 
and more particularly pointed Out in the claims 
hereto appended. 

Referring to the dra Wing, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an escritoire em 

bodying the invention in the closed position; 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. i., in 

dicating in dotted lines the position of parts 
When in the Open position; and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the escritoire 
shown in Fig. 1 in the open position. With One of 
the side walls partly broken away. 

Like nulnerals refer to like parts throughout 
the Several ViewS. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in 
the drawing, the escritoire embodies a base 
having side walls and 2 extending upWardly 
therefrom to a height sufficient to accommodate 
the type of telephone instrument which is to be 
housed therein. The base is provided with a 
plurality of devices 3, shown as spring clips at 
tached to the base in the drawing, by means of 
which the stand of a telephone instrument may be 
firmly secured in relation to the base. In this man 
ner a wide base is provided to prevent toppling 
of the telephone instrument, and this instrument 
is secured sufficiently firmly to this extended base 
to avoid shifting thereof when dialing a number 
thereOn. 

Extending from side Wall to side wall adjacent 
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the tops thereof, is a back bar 6 of a Width to 
leave ample space below same for the insertion of 
a telephone instrument in, or its removal fron, 
the cabinet, the wires extending from this instru 
ment through this space so as to avoid the neces 
sity for interfering with these wires in any way So 
far as the telephone service is concerned. 

Preferably, I hinge to the bottom of the bar 
f4, a drop back member 5 having an opening 6 
therethrough for the passage of the Wires to the 
telephone instrument, so as to prevent to as great 
an extent as possible, dust and dirt entering the 
Cabinet through the back thereof. The drop back 
5 is hinged to the back bar 4 at . 
A cover 8 is hinged to the back bar is at 39, 

this cover preferably being provided with a flange 
2 offsetting the cover in relation to the back 
bar 4 which is positioned below the top of the 
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side walls and 2. The cover 8 is provided 
with suitable clips 2 for the reception of an 
index card 22 removably mounted therein. 
At the bottom of the front of the cabinet is a 

front bar or flange 23 extending upwardly of the 
base, and hinged to this front bar is a drop leaf 
24 forming a writing Slab or shelf. The hinge 
connection between the bar 23 and the slab 24 
is shown at 25. Preferably, this slab is provided 
With an open pad receiving pocket 26 adjacent 
the top of the slab when the escritoire is in the 
closed position, and rearwardly of this member 
is a clip 2 for the reception of a lead pencil or 
other writing implement. A Writing pad in the 
pocket 26 is shown at 28. 
The cover 8 and the drop leaf slab 24 are 

connected by a link and lever mechanism in a 
manner to cause the downward or upward move 
ment of the drop slab to impart upward or down 
Ward movement to the cover 8. This link and 
lever mechanism is connected at its opposite 
ends with said cover and said slab, and inter 
mediate its ends to a side wall. In addition to its 
function of causing the opening of the cover 
Simultaneously with the lowering of the slab, this 
mechanism is so locked after its actuation to 
Open the cabinet as to prevent the accidental 
falling of the cover 8 and also to firmly support 
the slab 24 in a horizontal plane so as to prevent 
the falling of said slab upon the top of a desk or 
table and the possible marring of the Surface 
of this top. 

Preferably, a link and lever mechanism is pro 
vided adjacent each side wall and 2 so as to 
effectively support the slab. This link and lever 
mechanism comprises a rocking lever 29 pivoted 
centrally thereof at 30 to a fitting 3 secured to 
the adjacent side wall or 2. Pivotally con 
nected with one end of the ever 29 and with a 
lug 32 secured to the cover 8, is a link 33, and 
pivotally connected to the other arm of the lever 
and to a lug 34 upon the slab 24 is a link 35. 
Carried by the side Wall is a stop bracket 35 

engaging One arm of the lever 29 and the adja 
cent portion of the link 33. This bracket 36 en 
Sures an alinement of the link 33, the two arms 
of the lever 29 and the link 35 when the escri 
toire is opened, so that stresses upon the slab 
or shelf will be absorbed by the pivot 30 of the 
lever, and turning of the lever is prevented as a 
result of such pressures. - 
So long as the stop bracket 36 acts to prevent 

Oscillation of the lever and to Secure this, a line 
ment, its exact location. Within the escritoire is 
inmaterial. 
In the accompanying drawing, the device is 

shown as being made entirely of metal, the Wa 

2,077,975 
rious attachments 31-32-34 of the link and 
lever mechanism being welded to the material of 
the side walls, of the cover and of the drop leaf 
slab. The back bar 4 and the front bar 23 are 
also Welded in relation to the Side Walls and the 
base. 
The edges of the side walls are folded to rein 

force same, and the ends of the bars 4 and 23 
are flanged to impart the desired rigidity thereto 
and afford suitable areas for Welding purposes, 
The clips 2 are made of channelled material 

welded to the cover 8, the pad receiver 26 being 
similarly made and connected with the slab 24. 
The clip 37 is also a spring metal clip Welded to 
said slab 24. 
A stop 3: Welded to the cover 8 engages and 

holds the index card. 
The base 0 and side walls and 2 may be 

made of one piece of sheet metal bent to form, 
and the telephone retaining clips 3 may be 
Welded to the base, if desired, So as to have a 
continuous, Smooth underSurface for Said base. 
Other well known expedients may be used to 
avoid imariting of a desk of table top by said base. 
The above details are applicable only when the : 

device is inade of sheet metal throughout. Other 
materials, however, may be used, Such as hard 
Woods or plastics, which other materials may be 
effectively used in matching the escritoire to the 
other article of furniture in connection . With 
Which it is to be used. 
The device may be given any desired exterior 

decoration. As shown in the drawing, the ex 
posed face of the drop slab is provided With a 
metal sheet So formed and decorated as to simu- . 
late a Set of books. When SO formed, the top edge 
of the backs of the books forms a convenient 
hand-hold to facilitate the opening of the 
eScritoire. 
In use, the operation of a telephone escritoire 

embodying the invention is substantially as foll 
lowS:- 
A telephone instrument, either of the “French' 

phone or “hand set' or the upright stand type 
is inserted through the opening below the back 
bar 4, the back drop 5 being raised to permit 
the passage of the telephone instrument through 
the back of the device. This can be done without 
disconnecting any of the Wires of the instrument 
Or interfering with its operative condition in any 
Way. The lead-in Wires to the instrument Inay 
then be adjusted so as to pass through the open 
ing 6, and the back drop allowed to fall into the 
closed position. This may be done while the 
eSCritoire is closed. If the device is to be used for 
the columnal type of telephone instrument, its 
height must be greater than if its use is in con 
nection with so-called 'French' phones or hand 
SetS. 

It will be observed that after a telephone has 
thus been placed within the escritoire, it is com 
pletely inclosed, except as to the opening 6, so 
that dust cannot settle upon the instrument. 

In placing the telephone instrument within 
the escritoire, the base of the instrument is fitted 
to the clips 3 with the dial positioned toward 
the drop leaf slab 24. When the telephone in 
strument has been thus placed in position, it is 
attached to, and Supported from, an extended 
angular base which will avoid any toppling of the 
instrument and prevent movement of the instru 
ment when using the dial. . This permits the 
actuation of the dial with One hand without 
possibility of misdialing. 
The escritoire, when the telephone is not in use, 
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2,077,975 
is closed So as to prevent other articles upon 
a table or desk accumulating about the telephone 
instrument in a Way to interfere with its use. 
When it is desired to use the instrument, the 

drop leaf slab 26 is merely lowered. This move 
ment of said slab, by reason of the relative lengths 
Of the lever 29 and the links 33 and 35, imparts 
rotary novensent of the lever to an extent to 
bring said lever and said links into longitudinal 
alinement Substantially simultaneously with the 
engagement of one arm of the lever and the ad 
jacent portion of the link connected with that 
arm into engagement with the stop bracket 36. 
During the turning of said lever, a thrust is im 
parted through the link 33 to the cover 8, rais 
ing said cover in the manner shown in the draw 
ing and locking it in the raised position as a 
result of the engagement of the lever and link 
With the Stop bracket. Substantially Siriultane 
Ously, the drop leaf slab 24 comes to rest in a 
horizontal position with the front and the top of 
the eScritoire fully open, So as to permit the con 
Venient retroval of the hand Set or the receiver 
from Within the escritoire. By reason of the sta 
bility of the telephone instrument, both hands 
may be freely used in manipulating the tele 
phone. 
By mounting a telephone in an eScritoire en 

bodying the invention, cleanliness of the instru 
ment at all times is ensured and the quality of the 
Service afforded by the telephone is improved. 
When the cover is raised in the manner de 

Scribed, the index sheet 22 is brought directly 
Within the line of vision of the user, and the pad 
28 is convenient to the hand. The construction 
and Operation of the lever and link mechanism 
permits the pad 28 to be written upon without 
pcSSibility of forcing the slab into engagement 
With the top of a desk or table or closing the cover 
48, because the stresses upon this slab are taken 
up by the pivot or pivots 3 and the weigiit of a 
telephone instrument, and the extended area of 
the base 3, avoids topping of the escritoire as a 
Whole. 
The clip 2 merely ensures accessibility of a 

encil for naking memoranda. 
By making the parts of the link and lever 

Inechanism of thin metal stock and locating them 
upon and close to the sides and 2 in the man 
er shown, any obstruction. Within the escritoire 

Which Would interfere with the use of the tele 
phone instrument is avoided. 
By the use of the front bar or flange 23, the 

Slab 24 is positioned well above the plane of the 
base C. 

Following the USe of the telephone and after 
the receiver has been replaced upon the hooks, it 
is merely necessary to close the escritoire, to raise 
the drop leaf slab 24. The upward and inward 
arcuate movement of the bracket 36 in parts, 
through the link 35, a reverse rotary movement 
to the lever 29, thus disengaging one arm thereof 
from the stop bracket 36 and, through the link 
33, dra Wing the cover into the closed position. 
The position of the link and lever mechanism, 
When the escritoire is open, is shown in Fig. 3. 
The position of this mechanism, when the escri 
toire is closed, is ShoWin in Fig. 2. The pendant 
flange 2 of the cover and the locating of the 
hinge connection between said flange and the 
back bar 4 permits a horizontal component of 
novernent of the bracketS 36 necessary to this 
movement. 

It is not my intention to limit the invention to 
the materials used in making the device, nor to 

B 
the exact proportions and arrangement of parts 
Shown in the accompanying drawing, it being ob 
Vious that Such may be varied without departing 
from the spirit and Scope of the invention. 

Having described the invention, what I claim 
aS new and desire to have protected by letters 
Patent, is:- 

i. A telephone eScritoire embodying therein a 
base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument may be firinly Secured thereto, Side 
Walls, a back bar eXtending from Side Wall to 
side wall adjacent the top thereof, whereby an 
opening is provided at the back of the escritoire 
for the insertion and removal of a telephone in 
Stir2.nent and the passage of the Wires of the 
instrtinsent, a, cover hingedly connected with said 
bar, a, front, oar extending from side Wall to side 
Wall contiguous to said base, a drop leaf slab 
higed to Said front bar, a lever and link con 
nection between said cover and said slab and co 
rected. With a side Wail, and nears carried gy 
Said Side Wall initing the action of Said lever and 
link mechanism. 

2. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 
base, neans carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument may be firmly Secured thereto, side 
Walls, a back bar extending from Side Wall to side 
wall adjacent but below the top thereof, whereby 
an opening is provided at the back of the eScri 
toire for the insertion and renova of a tele 
phone instrument and the passage of the Wires 
of the instrument, a cover having a flange off 
Setting the cover in relation to the back bar When 
the cover is raised, said flange being hingedly con 
nected. With said bar, a front bar extending froin 
side wall to side wall contiguous to said base, a 
drop leaf slab hinged to said front bar, a lever 
and link connection between said cover and said 
slab and connected with a side Wall, and means 
Carried by Said Side Wall liniting the action of Said 
lever and link mechanism. 

3. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a, 
base, inneans carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument may be firmly secured thereto, side 
Walls, a back bar extending from Side wall to 
Side Wall adjacent the top thereof, whereby an 
opening is provided at the back of the escritoire 
for the insertion and removal of a telephone in 
Strument and the passage of the wires of the in 
Strument, a cover hingedly connected with said 
bar, a drop back member pivotally connected 
With the bottom of said back bar, a front bar ex 
tending from Side Wall to side Wall contiguous to 
Said base, a drop leaf slab hinged to said front 
bar, a lever and link connection between said 
COVer and Said slab and connected With a side 
Wall, and means carried by said side Wall limit 
ing the action of said lever and link mechanism. 

4. A telephone eScritoire embodying therein a 
base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument may be firmly Secured thereto, Side 
Walls, a back bar extending from side wall to 
side Wall adjacent but below the top thereof, 
Whereby an opening is provided at the back of 
the esCritoire for the insertion and removal of a 
telephone instrument and the passage of the 
Wires of the instrument, a cover having a flange 
offsetting the cover in relation to the back bar 
When the cover is raised, Said flange being hing 
edly connected With said bar, a drop back men 
ber pivotally connected With the botton of Said 
back bar, a front bar extending from side wall to 
Side Wall contiguous to Said base, a drop leaf 
Slab hinged to Said front bar, a lever and link 
connection betWeen said cover and said slab and 
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4. 
connected with a side wall, and means carried 
by said side wall limiting the action of Said lever 
and link mechanism. 

5. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 
5 base, a plurality of spring clips carried by Said 

base and adapted to grasp the base of the tele 
phone instrument to firmly but removably se 
cure it to said base, side walls, a back bar extend 
ing from side wall to side wall adjacent the top 

10 thereof, whereby an opening is provided at the 
back of the escritoire for the insertion and re 
moval of a telephone instrument and the pas 
sage of the wires of the instrument, a cover hin 
gedly connected with said bar, a front bar ex 

15 tending from side wall to side wall contiguous 
to said base, a drop leaf slab hinged to said front 
bar, a lever and link connection between Said 
cover and said slab and connected With a side 
Wall, and means carried by said side Wall limiting 

20 the action of said lever and link mechanism. 
6. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 

base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument inay be firmly secured thereto, Side 
Walls, a back bar extending from side wall to side 

25 Wall adjacent the top thereof, whereby an open 
ing is provided at the back of the escritoire for 
the insertion and removal of a telephone instru 
Inent and the passage of the Wires of the instru 
ment, a cover hingedly connected with said bar, 

30 a front bar extending from side wall to side Wall 
contiguous to said base, a drop leaf slab hinged 
to said front bar, a lever pivotally mounted in 
termediate its ends upon a side Wall, linkS Con 
necting opposite ends of said lever with said cover 

85 and said slab respectively, and a stop bracket 
carried by said side wall and engageable by Said 
lever when the cover is raised. 

7. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 
base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 

4t) instrument may be firmly secured thereto, side 
walls, a back bar extending from side Wall to side 
wall adjacent but below the top thereof, whereby 
an opening is provided at the back of the escri 
toire for the insertion and removal of a tele 

45 phone instrument, and the passage of the wires 
of the instrument, a cover having a flange off 
setting the cover in relation to the back bar 
when the cover is raised, said flange being hinged 
ly connected with said bar, a front bar extending 

50 from Side wall to side Wall contiguous to said 
base, a drop leaf slab hinged to Said front bar, a 
ever pivotally mounted intermediate its ends 
upon a side wall, links connecting opposite ends 
of said lever with said cover and Said slab re 

55 spectively, and a stop bracket carried by Said 
side Wall and engageable by Said lever when the 
cover is laised. 

8. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 
base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 

60 instrument may be firmly secured thereto, side 
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walls, a back bar extending from side wall to side 
Wall adjacent but below the top thereof, whereby 
an opening is provided at the back of the escri 
toire for the insertion and removal of a telephone 
instrument and the passage of the wires of the 
instrument, a cover having a flange offsetting 
the cover in relation to the back bar when the 
cover is raised, said flange being hingedly con 
nected with said bar, a drop back member piv 
otally connected with the bottom of said back 
bar, a front bar extending from side Wall to side 
wall contiguous to said base, a drop leaf slab 
hinged to said front bar, a lever pivotally mount 
ed intermediate its ends upon a side wall, links 
connecting opposite ends of Said lever With Said 
cover and said slab respectively, and a stop brack 
et carried by said side Wall and engageable by 
Said lever When the cover is raised. 

9. A telephone escritoire embodying therein a 
base, means carried thereby whereby a telephone 
instrument may be firmly secured thereto, side 
walls, a back bar extending from side wall to 
side wall adjacent the top thereof, whereby an 
opening is provided at the back of the escritoire 
for the insertion and removal of a telephone in 
strument and the passage of the Wires of the in 
strument, a cover hingedly connected with said 
bar, means within said cover for Supporting a 
telephone directory sheet, a front bar extending 
from side wall to side wall contiguous to said 
base, a drop leaf slab hinged to said front bar, 
a pad holder and a pencil clip carried upon the 
inner face of said slab, a lever and link connec 
tion between said cover and said slab and con 
nected with a side Wall, and means carried by 
said side wall limiting the action of Said lever 
and link mechanism. 

i0. A telephone escritoire embodying therein 
a base, means carried thereby whereby a tele 
phone instrument may be firmly Secured thereto, 
Side walls, a back bar extending from Side Wall 
to side wall adjacent but below the top thereof, 
Whereby an opening is provided at the back of 
the escritoire for the insertion and removal of a 
telephone instrument and the passage of the 
wires of the instrument, a cover hingedly con 
nected with said bar, a drop back member hav 
ing an opening adjacent the bottom thereof for 
the passage of the wires of the instrument piv 
otally connected with said back bar, a drop leaf 
slab, means whereby said slab is hingedly con 
nected above but adjacent said base, a lever piv 
otally mounted intermediate its ends upon a side 
wall, links connecting opposite ends of Said lever 
with said cover and said slab respectively, and a 
stop bracket carried by said wall and engageable 
by said link and lever mechanism when the cover 
is raised. 

SAUL. K. WOLFF. 
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