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1. 
This invention relates to marking devices and 

more particularly to a skirt marking assembly. 
It is among the objects of the invention to 

provide a skirt marking assembly that is neat, 
compact and rugged in construction having but 
few inexpensive parts, none of which is likely to 
get out of order and which lends itself readily 
to quantity production, that may readily be used 
by an unskilled housewife, without the use of 
pins which might cause injury to the person and 
without danger of injury to or soiling of the 
dress, and by use of which both the desired 
length of the dress and the width of the hem can 
be marked in but a single operation. 
According to the invention these objects are 

accomplished by the arrangement and combina 
tion of elements hereinafter described and par 
ticularly recited in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings in which are 
shown one or more of various possible embodi 
ments of the several features of the invention, 

Fig. l is a perspective view of the skirt mark 
ing assembly, 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view on a 
larger scale taken along line 2-2 of Fig. 1, show 
ing the clamp jaw in dot and dash lines in open 
position, 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on a larger 
scale, taken along line 3-3 of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 taken along 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2, and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the clamp ja:W. 
Referring now to the drawings, the skirt mark 

ing assembly as shown in Fig. 1 comprises a base 
O carrying an upright support f f, desirably a 

yard stick having appropriate scale markings 
thereon preferably distributed longitudinally 
along the center thereof, the scale markings in 
cluding numerals each desirably having trans 
verse lines 2 associated therewith and a mark 
ing device 3 slidably mounted on said yardstick. 
The marking device 3, which desirably is of 

sheet metal although it could be of plastic, con 
prises a backing member 4 preferably channel 
shaped, having side walls 6 which straddle yard 
stick f, the latter serving as a track for backing 
member 4. Desirably the lower edge T of the 
backing member 4 has a notch 8 therein pref 
erably in the center thereof to afford a clear 
view of any numeral on the yardstick with the 
associated transverse lines 2 of which the edge 
7 may be aligned. 
In order to retain backing member 4 in any 

desired position of adjustment on yardstick i?, a 
pair of transversely aligned ears 9 and 20 are 
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provided, preferably integral respectively with 
side walls f6 near the lower ends thereof, lying 
in the same plane therewith and extending be 
yong the back of yardstick . 

Ears 9 and 20 are provided with aligned open 
ings 2 and 22 therethrough respectively, through 
which extends a carriage bolt 23, opening 22 be 
ing Square as shown to conform to the square por 
tion 24 of carriage bolt 23 near the head 25 
thereof, thereby to prevent the bolt from turn 
ing. A Wing nut 27 is provided on the threaded 
end 28 of bolt 23 extending through opening 2 
beyond ear 9, which wing nut when tightened 
Will move side walls 6 and ears 9 and 20 toward 
each other, tightly to grip the sides 29 of the 
yardstick, thereby holding the backing member 
4 in place. As only the sides of the yardstick 
are gripped, there will be no danger of the mark 
ings on the face thereof being scratched or ob 
literated. 
The lower end of the face 30 of backing mem 

ber 4 has a pair of ears 3 struck out therefrom 
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slightly above the lower edge thereof and 
transversely aligned thereon, by means of which 
an arm 32 is pivotally connected to the backing 
member 4. Arm 32 has on each side of its sub 
stantially rectangular portion 33 near the lower 
edge 34 thereof, a rearwardly extending ear 35, 
which ears 35 straddle ears 3, and a pivot pin 
36 headed at each end extends through said ears 
3 and 35 to form the pivotal connection, edge f 
desirably extending beyond edge 34 a sufficient 
distance so that the notch f8 and the numeral on 
the yardstick associated therewith will be exposed 
to view. 
Arn 32 is channel shaped along the major part 

of its length above rectangular portion 33 thereof 
to form clamp jaw 38, which by reason of the 
stiffness afforded by such channel construction 
may be made of much thinner and lighter metal 
stock than if a flat clamp member were employed. 
Clamp jaw 38 has a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced transverse marking openings or slots 39 
in the face 4f thereof, said slots 39 preferably 
extending across the entire face 4 with the ends 
40 of each of said slots 39 terminating as notches 
in the associated edges 43 of the side walls 42 of 
the clamp jaw 38. Face 4 is of such width that 
when clamp jaw 38 is moved, in the manner 
hereinafter described, to juxtaposition. With the 
upper portion of backing member 4, Side walls 
42 of clamp jaw 38 will straddle side walls 6 of 
the backing member 4 with the face 4 of clamp 
jaw 38 resting on the face 30 of member 4 and 
with the inner extremities 44 of the notches 40 
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extending past the adjacent edge 37 of the back 
ing member 4. 
Base 0 which Supports the yardstick and 

marking device 3 thereon may be of any suitable 
construction and illustratively comprises a pair 
of identical substantially U-shaped brackets 47, 
between the recessed portions 49 of which the 
lower end of the yardstick 2 may be clamped 
with the outstretched legs 55 of the bracketS pro 
viding a firm and stable Support. 
The calibrations on the yardstick which illus 

tratively are in inches, and the distance from 
the lower edge 7 of backing member 4 to the 
uppermost slot 398 in arm 32, are so correlated 
that the value indicated by the lowermost mark 
ing on the yardstick which illustratively is one 

10 

inch from the end thereof, is equal to said 
distance. 
Thus, for example, if the said distance is seven 

inches the lowermost marking would be Seven. 
Consequently when said lower edge T of backing 
member 4 is aligned with a transverse line 2 
associated with one of the numerals on the yard 
stick, the uppermost slot 39 in arm 32 Will be 
that distance above the floor which is indicated 
by such numeral. 
The main purpose and use of the assembly is 

to make marks around the lower portion of a 
skirt while on the person or on a model, at uni 
form distances from the floor, so that the skirt 
may be of the desired length and, if desired, also 
to mark the lower part of the skirt So that a 
hem of the same width all around may be made. 
The wearer of the skirt stands adjacent the 

upright marking device with the bottom of the 
skirt positioned between the backing member 4 
and the clamp jaw 38 of the marking device 3 
which is positioned on the yardstick So that trans 
verse slot 398 is at the selected height above the 
floor to indicate the desired dress length. 
The clamp jaw 38 is then moved against the 

backing member 4 clamping the skirt there 
between as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. A line may 
then be drawn with a conventional piece of tail 
ors' chalk or wax, in the transverse slot 39. If 
desired, a second mark may be drawn through a 
slot 39b below the first slot 398, to mark the width 
of the hem. As the slots 39 are illustratively one 
inch apart, it is apparent that a hem of one, two 
or three inches may be marked. It is of course 
to be understood that the slots 39 could be other 
distances apart and more or less could be pro 
vided. 
By reason of the side walls 6 and 42 of the 

nested channels of the backing member 4 and 
clamp jaw 38 respectively the skirt will be folded 
away from the slots 39 and notches 40 as shown 
in Fig. 3. Thus there is no need to take pains in 
In OWing the chalk Only the length of the Sot, for 
even if the chalk should go beyond the slot, as the 
portion of the skirt on each side thereof is nor 
mally moved away therefrom, there is no likeli 
lood of a mark being made thereon which might 
be misleading to the dressmaker or tailor. 
As the slots 39 extend across the entire face 4 

of the clamp jaw 38, as shown in Fig. 1, a chalk 
edge wider than the device may be used. Such 
chalk edge can readily be introduced at one end 
of the slot and drawn across in a bold stroke for 
adequate pressure directly against the garment 
fabric to make a clear line by the reaction of the 
chalk against the firm base afforded by the un 
interrupted face 30 of the backing member 4, 
Without interference by the thickness of the 
clamp metal, as would occur if the slots were 
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4. 
shorter in length, and without breaking or pow 
dering with resultant Soilage of the dress which 
would occur if the chalk were passed over the 
relatively sharp end of such shorter slot. 
The procedure above described is repeated at 

intervals along the circumference of the skirt 
and when this is completed, the skirt has been 
marked both for length, and for Width of the 
hem with a double row of marks around the 
skirt, each row uniformly distant from the floor 
and effected in an accurate and Speedy manner. 

It will be observed that after the proper dis 
tance is located on the skirt and the clamp jaw 
moved against the backing member, the skirt 
is firmly held at the proper marking point and 
it is immaterial whether the device is positioned 
On the floor or whether it is lifted to more readi 
ly effect the marking. 
As the pivotal connection between backing 

member f4 and arm 32 is set at Substantially 
the lower end of the device, it is apparent that 
the device can be used to mark even a Very long 
dress. 

It is within the scope of the invention from 
its broader aspects, to dispense With the backing 
member, and removably to apply the clamp men 
ber 38 with the transverse slots therein con 
structed as above described to the yardstick 
by pressing it thereagainst so as to straddle the 
atter with the fabric of a skirt clamped there 
between to be marked as previously described. 
As many changes could be made in the above 

construction, and many apparently widely dif 
ferent embodiments of this invention could be 
made without departing from the Scope of the 
claims, it is intended that all matter contained 
in the above description or shown in the accom 
panying drawings shall be interpreted as illustra 
tive and not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. In a skirt marking assembly comprising a 
support, a base therefor to hold said Support in 
upright position, a backing member slidably 
mounted on said support, means to retain said 
backing member in adjusted position. On Said 
Support, an arm pivotally connected near the 
lower end of said backing member, Said arm 
having a channel shaped portion above said 
pivotal connection having side Walls adapted to 
straddle said support when said arm is moved 
into juxtaposition thereto, said arm having a 
transverse marking slot in said channel portion 
thereof, whereby when said channel shaped por 
tion is moved into juxtaposition with Said Sup 
port, a line may be drawn through said slot upon 
a skirt clamped therebetween. 

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 in 
Which said scale markings are in the center of 
said support and the end of said backing men 
ber has a notch therein to afford a clear view 
of that marking which is aligned with the lower 
edge of said backing member. 

3. The construction set forth in claim 1 in 
which said slot extends across the entire face 
of said channel shaped portion and terminates 
as a notch in the edge of at least one side Wall 
thereof adjacent said slot. 

4. A skirt marking assembly comprising a Sup 
port, a base therefor to hold said Support in up 
right position, a channel shaped backing Inern 
ber slidably mounted on said support, means to 
retain said backing member in adjusted posi 
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tion. On Said support, an arm pivotally connected 
to said backing member near the lower end 
thereof, said arm having a channel shaped por 
tion above said pivotal connection having side 
Walls adapted to straddle said channel shaped 
backing member when said arm is moved into 
juxtaposition thereto, said channel portion of 
said arm having a transverse slot therein, where 
by When said channel shaped portion of said arm 
is moved into juxtaposition with said channel 
shaped backing member, a line may be drawn 
through said transverse slot upon a skirt clamped 
therebetween. 

5. A skirt marking assembly comprising a 
Support, a base therefor to hold said support in 
upright position, a channel shaped backing mem 
ber Slidably mounted on said support, means to 
retain Said backing member in adjusted posi 
tion. On Said Support, an arm pivotally connected 
to Said backing member near the lower end 
thereof, said arm having a channel shaped por 
tion above Said pivotal connection with side walls 
adapted to Straddle said channel shaped back 
ing member when said arm is moved into juxta 
position thereto, Said channel portion of said 
arm having a transverse slot therein extending 
acroSS the entire face thereof and terminating 
as a notch in the edge of the side wall thereof 
adjacent Said slot, whereby when said channel 
shaped portion of Said arm is moved into juxta 
position with Said channel shaped backing mem 
ber a line may be drawn through said transverse 
slot across the entire width of said channel 
shaped portion of said arm upon a skirt clamped 
therebetween. 

6. The combination set forth in claim 5 in 
which a plurality of longitudinally spaced trans 
verse slots are provided in the channel portion of 
Said arm. 

7. A skirt marking device comprising a sup 
port having Scale markings thereon distributed 
longitudinally thereof, a base therefor to hold 
Said Support in upright position, a backing men 
ber on said support, means to retain said back 
ing member in adjusted position on said support, 
an arm pivotally connected near the lower end 
of Said backing member, Said arm having a chan 
nel shaped portion above said pivotal connection 
with Side walls adapted to straddle said Support 
when said arm is moved into juxtaposition there 
to, said channel portion of said arm having a 
transverse marking slot therein, whereby when 
said channel shaped portion is moved into juxta 
position with Said support a line may be drawn 
through said transverse slot upon a skirt clamped 
therebetween, said scale markings on said Sup 
port and the distance from the lower edge of 
said backing member to said marking slot being 
so correlated that the value indicated by the 
lowermost marking on the Support is equal to 
said distance, whereby with said lower edge 
aligned with one of the Scale markings on said 
support, the slot in Said arm will be that dis 
tance above the floor which is indicated by Said 
marking. 
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8. As an article of manufacture a skirt mark 

ing device comprising a channel shaped backing 
member, whereby said member may be slidably 
mounted on a track therefor, means on said mem 
ber to retain it in adjusted position on said 
track, an arm pivotally connected to the lower 
end of said backing member, said arm having 
a channel shaped portion above said pivotal con 
nection with side walls adapted to straddle said 
channel shaped backing member when said arm 
is moved into juxtaposition thereto, said channel 
portion of Said arm having a transverse slot 
therein extending across the entire face thereof 
and terminating as notches in the edges of the 
side walls thereof adjacent said slot, whereby 
when said channel shaped portion of Said arm 
is moved in juxtaposition with said channel 
shaped backing member, a line may be drawn 
through said transverse slot across the entire 
width of said channel shaped portion of Said 
arm upon a skirt clamped therebetween. 

9. As an article of manufacture a skirt mark 
ing assembly comprising a channel shaped back 
ing member, a pair of transversely aligned ears 
integral with at the lower end of and lying in 
the plane of the respective side wall of said 
channel shaped member, said ears each having 
aligned openings therethrough, one of Said open 
ings being irregular in shape, a carriage bolt 
extending through said openings, having an ir 
regular portion near the head thereof comple 
mentary with and positioned in said irregular 
opening to prevent rotation of Said bolt, and a 
nut on the threaded end of Said bolt extending 
through the other opening, an arm pivotally 
connected to said backing member near the lower 
end thereof, said arm having a channel shaped 
portion above Said pivotal connection with side 
walls adapted to straddle said channel shaped 
backing member when said arm is moved into 
juxtaposition thereto, said channel portion of 
said arm having a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced transverse slots therein, each extending 
across the entire face thereof and terminating 
as notches in the edges of the side walls thereof 
adjacent said slot, whereby when said channel 
shaped portion of said arm is moved into juxta 
position with said channel shaped backing mem 
ber a line may be drawn through any One Or 
more of said transverse slots across the entire 
Width of said channel shaped portion of said 
arm upon a skirt clamped therebetween. 

HERBERT G. BOOTH. 
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