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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in an ornamental button covering.

More particularly, the present invention pro-
poses an crnamental button covering which . is
to be mounted on one of the buttons of a shirt
front when a bow tie is worn rather than a tie
of the four-in-hand type or when no tie is worn
as in the case of a sport shirt.

Another object of the present invention pro-
poses characterizing the ornament by a hollow
casing having a front wall the front face of which
is suitably ornamented by suitable engraving, em-
bellishing. and/or initials to have a decorative
effect when worn on g shirt front.

A further object of the present invention pro-
poses forming the back wall of the casing with a
suitable opening in g manner to permit the orna-
ment to be quickly and easily engaged with and
disengaged from the button of a shirt front.

Still further, the present invention proposes
forming the opening in the back wall of the cas-
ing in such a manner that the ornament will
fit the standard buttons of the conventional
street shirt and yet be also usable with the larg-
er buttons commonly used on sport shirts.

In accordance with various modifications of the
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present invention, ‘it is proposed to provide the -

interior of the hollow casings with springs ar-
ranged in a manner to grip or otherwise retain
the buttons in positicn ‘within' the-openings so as
to prevent accidental- disengagement and possi-
ble-loss of the ornament from the shirt front.

It is a further object of the present invention
to' construct ornamental button coverings which
are simple and durable and which can be manu-
factured and sold at a reasonable cost.

For further comprehension-of the invention,
and of the objects and:advantages thereof, ref-
erence will be had to the following descrlptlon
and accompanying drawings, and to the append-
ed claims in which the various novel features of
the invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a ma-
terial part of the present disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a front view of an ornamental button
covering in accordance with the present inven-
tion in position on a shirt front.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged front perspectlve v1ew
of the button covering.

F1g 3 is a'rear ‘elevational view of Fig. 2.

F1g 4 isan enlarged longitudinal sectional V1ew
taken on the line 44 of Fig. 3, but with the parts
as’ they appear when mounted on a shirt but-
ton—the button and a portmn of the shlrt bemg
shown in dot and dash lines. ;
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Fig. 5 is a rear perspective view of an orna-
mental button covering constructed in accord-
ance with a modification of the present inven-
tion.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view
taken on the line 6—8 of Pig. 5.

Fig. 7 is an enlarged transverse sectional view
taken on the line T—7 of Fig. 5.

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but illustrat-
ing the button covering constructed in accord-
ance with a still further modification of the pres-
ent invention.

Fig. 9 is a transverse sectional view taken on
the line 9—8 of Fig. 8.

Fig. 10 is an enlarged partial transverse sec-
tional view taken on the line 10—I0 of Fig. 8.

The ornamental button covering, according to
the first form of the present invention shown in
Figs. 1 to 4, includes a hollow casing 15 and in
Fig. 1 is shown mounted on one of the buttons
18 of a man’s shirt 7.

The hollow casing 15 is comprised of a front
wall 18 which has its front face suitably orna-
mented as illustrated at !9 most clearly in Fig.
2. The ornamentation may be made by engrav-
ing or otherwise embellishing the front face of
the front wall 18 and may or may not include
initials of the wearer.

Disposed behind the front wall 18, there is a
back wall 20 which has its edge portions bent
forward and secured to the rear face of the front
wall 18, as by welding or braising or in any other
known manner. The construction permits the
front wall 18 to be formed of a precious metal
and the back wall 20 to be formed of one of the
less expensive metals enabling the button cov-
ering to be manufactured and sold at a more
reasonable price than if the entire casing were
to be formed of precious metal.

The back wall 2§ is formed with an opening
2| which is comprised of an enlarged end por-
tion 212 and a reduced end portion 2i».  The en-
larged end portion 212 is of a size to permit the
passage therethrough of the smaller buttons of
the conventional street shirt and the larger but-
tons commonly used on sport shirts, so that the
one ornament can be used on either street shirts
or sport shirts. The reduced end portion 2ib is
of a width to accommodate the threads which
secure the button to the shirt front without in
any way cutting or damaging those threads with
resulting separation of the button from the shirt
front. N
" Located within the hollow casing {5 there is
resilient means for retaining the button in posi-
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tion with its threads located at the outer end of
the reduced end portion 2t* of the opening 2|
50 as to retain the ornament fixedly in positicn
on the button with which it is engaged. That
resilient means comprises a piece of flat flexible
material, preferably metal, forming a spring 22
positioned against the inside face of the back
wall 20 and which has its end portions 222 bent
to bear against the inside face of the front wall
{8 s0 as t.o retain the spiing 22 agamst the inside
face of thatback wall 21,

The manner of mounting the ornamental but-
ton covering on the button of a shirt {7 is as
follows:

The button 16 upon which that ornament is to j;

be mounted is selected and that buttén is in-
serted into the interior of the hellow . -casing 1%
through the enlarged end portion 21 of the open-
ing 2f in the back wall 25 of the casing. Inser-

tion of the button {6 prgsses the spring 22 away :

from its contaet with t‘le inside-face of the back
wall 20. Then the entde easing 5 is shifted
Iatexally with 1e‘a+1on to the ‘button 15 te locate
the threads which secure the bufton in posm on
on the shirt, at the outer end of the reduged end
portion 2ib of the opening. :!Ebe spring 2‘7 wﬂl
then be howed about the bution 'G as shown 1n
Fig, 4, and fixedly retain the or mrnent in -pesi
tion on the hutton.

In the modification of the invention iflustrated ;

in Flgs 5 to 7, the- omamental button covering
is comprised of a hollow casing 25 havmg afront
wall 26 haying an ornamented front fac g, noL
shown. Positioned behind the front ‘vazl 28

there is a hack wall 27 which has its edge por- o

tions hent EQW&Id and- secured to thn buck face
of the frons wail 26,

The back wall 27 at one end thereof is formed
with an enlarged opening 28 of 1ecbangula1 out-
line for tie pasbage of the button apon whlch the
ornament is'to be mounted.

The enlarged opening 28 continues -into a
Sm’lllel opening 29 which has at 1ts end remote
from the enlarged dpening an upuurnnd end por-
t1on 28, When the bitton is being passed
tbroudh the ‘enlarged cpéning 28 the threads
‘which secure that button in Pbosition on the shlrt
will “pass through the" openinig 28 until thf\ 7 -are
vertically aligned with the uptumnd end pmtxon

232, The hollow casing 2.; Is then pressed down-
W dld 1e],at1Ve to the butuon to locate the thieadu
in- the Lop éng of the upturned end rommn 26
S0 that the opening 2% angd its upturged end por-
t;lon 2.)" Tunction in the nature of a hook 101 568~
cuzely refgining the ormmainent in position on the
button.

Located within the hollow casing 25 there is a
spring ‘30 of fafiened U-shape and similar jn
funetion to the spr ing 22 of bne first for m of the
invention. The spring -73 is made of a piece of
flexible mateual and is in facial contamt with
the inside iace of uhe rear wall 27 ang hds end
portions 302 bent to contaec the inside face of
the front wall 26 see Figs, 6 and 7
. ‘The fun thex modmcatmn of the Jn\mntlon iltus-

trated in Figs. 8- to 10 is comprised of a hollow
casing 35 having a front wall 38 the flom face,
not bhown of which is suitably erhamented. Po-
sitioned behind the front wall 36, there is a co-
extensive back wall’3i having edge por t’ons alono
three sides bent’ towaid and secuted to thc, bhack
face of the front wall 35. Those edze portions
of ‘the back wall 37 form a top wall 38, one end
wall 33 and a boftom wall 40. The end of Lhe
hollow casing 35, remote from the end wall 38,
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4
is open to receive the button of the shirt upon
which the ornament is to be mounted.

The back wall 37 is formed with an opening
41 to receive the threads which secure the button
to the shirt front. The opening 41 extends in
from the end of the back wall 37 adjacent the
open end of the casing 3% and is shaped to in-
clude an enlarged end portion or recess 412 at
the gpen end of the casing 3. The enlarged end
portmn or recess 4l= contmues into an inter-
mediate portion or slot 41° which in turn con-
tinues at its inner end into an upturned end por-
tion 4{c, While the button is being passed info
the interior of the hollow casing 35, the enlarged
end portion or recess 412 of the opening 41 guides
the threads of the button into the intermediate
portion oy slot 41® so that the threads can be
passed through that intermediate portion or slot
44? into vertical alignment with the upturned
end portion 41¢. Then the casing 35 can be urged
downward with relation to the button to gngage
the threads in the top end of the upturned end
portion 41°of the opening 41.

Located within the casing 38 there is vesilienf
means for restricting the intermediate portion
or slot 41 of the opening 4§ so as to retain the
threads of the button in engagement with the
upturned end portion 4)¢-0f the opening. The
resilient means comprises a piece of spring wire
42 bent to the shape iliustrated in Fig. 8. The
spring wire 42 has one end 42 secured in posi-
tion within the junction of the back wall 37 and
the end wall 33 immediately adjacent the bottom
wall 48 by the welding indicated at 43 in Fig. 9.
Intermediate of its ends the spring wire 42 has
a V-shaped portion §2% extended partially across
the intermediate poxtion-or siot 4f» of the open-
ing 44 ‘immediately adjacent the upturned -end
portion 41¢, as shown in Fig. 8.

The other end 42¢ of the spring wire 42 is re-
tained by means of a block 44 and slides in a
channel 45, see paltlcularly Fig. 19, between the
adJacent Laces of the block -and the back wall
31. The resiliency of the spring ‘wire 42 retains
the othel end 42¢ in contact with the 1ns1de face
of the top wall 38, The olock 44 is welded ‘or
secured in position in any other manner at the
junction of the ﬁ.ont wall 35 -and the top wall
38, as shown in F1g 10

The constr_u_cmon is such that-as the threads
of the button are passing from the intermediate
portion or slot #{v mto the upturned portion
4ic of the opening 4I or from the upturned
portion 4I° into the m’cermedlate portion or
slot 41¥, those threads must pass the V-shaped
portion #42b of the spring wire 42, If sufficient
pressure is applied duung mountmg the orna-
ment in posmon on the shnt button Or remoy-
ing it therefrom, the spring wire 42 will be
flexed so that the V-shaped portion 42 will
move out of the way of the threads; however,
the spring wire 42 will immediately snap “back
to its normal position to function to retain ‘the
threads within ‘the “upturned -end portion ‘41c
of ‘the opening 44,

‘The particular portion of attachment of the
end 42* of the spring wire 42 and the restnc-
tion of the end 42¢ to’ sliding movements in the
channel 45 are essential to retain th.e spring wire
42 in contact wlth the 1n81de face of the back
wall 37 and so that the top portion of the but-
ton will ride over the V-shaped portion 411’
the sprmg wire so that the threads of -the but-
ton can be engaged by ‘the Y-shaped . portwn
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making the spring effective for its intended pur-
poses.

‘While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the
precise constructions herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifica-
tions coming within the scope of the 1nvent10n
as defined in the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by United
States Lefters Patent is:

In an ornament for a button, the combmatlon
which comprises a substantially hollow, box-like
casing having a bottom, top, back, and a front
wall and one end wall, one end of said casing
being open, said back wall having an arcuate
recess in the end thereof positioned at the open
end of the casing and having a longitudinally
disposed centrally positioned slot extended from
the recess tc a point positioned midway of the
length of the casing, the said slot having an up-
turned end portion at the end thereof positioned
midway of the length of the casing, a spring wire
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in the casing and having an arcuate section ex-
tended from the lower corner of the closed end
of the casing upwardly over the said upturned
end portion of the slot and downwardly where-
by the vertex of a V-shaped section thereof ex-
tends below the upper edge of the slot to pre-
vent accidental displacement of a button posi-
tioned in the casing, and said spring wire ex-
tended from the V-shaped section to the inner
surface of the top wall of the casing, and a block
nested in the corner between the top wall and
front wall of the casing for retaining the end
of the spring wire extended from the V-shaped
section in position.
WALTER SILVER.
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