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(57) Abstract: According to this data compression method, when high-order bits among data are
identical and continue so as to be equal to or greater than a prescribed number, and when low-order
bits among the data are identical and continue so as to be equal to or greater than a prescribed num-
ber, the high-order bits that are common among the data are extracted, the run-length number of the
high-order bits is enumerated, and the run-length of the low-order bits in the data is compressed to
the same data of half run-length. Therefore, because the run-length of data that shares the high-order
bits is compressed for each low-order bit even when the data is not identical, compression efficiency
is improved even for data having low continuity of identical data.
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(Invention 1) claims 1, 4, 6, 9 and 11

Data compression wherein when a given number or more of identical
higher-order bits continue in each group of pieces of data and a given
number or more of identical lower-order bits continue in the group of
pieces of data in the higher-order bit continuity determination step
and the lower-order bit continuity determination step, first encoding
is performed in which common higher-order bits in each group of pieces
of data are extracted to list the number of run lengths of the higher-order
bits, andthe lower-orderbits ineachgroupofpiecesof dataarerun-length
compressed into run-length half-identical data.

(Invention 2) claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10 and 12

Data compression wherein on non-identical pieces of data, determined
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and the non-identical data and information of the position thereof are
listed together.
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