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This invention relates to toys and, more particularly, 
to novel toy elements comprising elongated "sticks' or 
links and figure shaped elements arranged to be inter 
locked with each other in any desired configuration. 
There are many toys of the type comprising a plurality 

of elements which may be interconnected or interlocked 
to form various configurations, such as building frame 
works, vehicles, and the like. However, as hitherto pro 
vided, toy sets of this type have included elements which 
either must be secured together by fastening members 
or else are formed with relatively rigid and precision 
located interlocking portions severely limiting the flex 
ibility or adaptation of the elements to the making of 
various structures. The elements of these known toy 
sets have been made of different suitable materials such 
as metal, wood, and various plastics, and of various con 
figurations. 

In accordance with the present invention, a toy set is 
provided including elements which may be interlocked 
in any desired manner and which are flexible and resilient. 
In one form, these elements comprise relatively elongated 
"sticks” or links of flexible and resilient plastic material 
formed with C-shaped jaws at each end. The minimum 
opening or width dimension between the jaws of each 
pair is slightly less than the thickness or transverse di 
mensions of the jaws or of the body of the stick. There 
by, the jaws may be snapped over the body of another 
stick and thus be interlinked therewith. Also, the jaws 
at one end of one element may be correspondingly 
snapped into interlinked engagement with the jaws at 
one end of another element to form an elongated chain 
of interlinked elements. 

In another form, the elements comprise the figure of 
an animal, such as a monkey, having elongated limbs 
formed with pairs of C-shaped jaws at their outer ends. 
This form of the element may be interlinked with other 
like forms or may be interlinked with one or more 
"sticks.' 

For an understanding of the invention principles, ref 
erence is made to the following description of typical 
embodiments thereof as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing. In the drawing: 

Fig. 1 is an elevation view of the two forms of the 
invention interlinked with each other; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation view of one of the "sticks' 
or links; 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation view illustrating the sticks 
as interconnected end to end; 

Fig. 5 is an elevation view illustrating a pair of sticks 
interconnected in the form of a T; 

Fig. 6 is an elevation view illustrating one stick bowed 
and with its ends Snapped over a second stick, which 
latter is rectilinear; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view illustrating a modified 
cross-section of a stick or link; and 
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Fig. 8 is a view, similar to Fig. 3, further illustrating 

this modified cross-section. 
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Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing, one form of the 
toy elements of the invention is illustrated as comprising 
an animal figure 10, such as, for example, the figure of 
a monkey. The other form of the element, that is the 
"stick" or link form, is indicated as an elongated element 
20 of relatively small cross-sectional area. The figure 
10 has limbs 11 which comprise relatively elongated por 
tions of small cross-sectional area which have lateral 
dimensions of the order of those of the body of the 
element 20. At the outer ends of limbs 11 are pairs of 
C-shape jaws 15 which have a minimum opening which 
is less than the thickness or transverse dimensions of 
the body portion 21 of an element 20 and respective 
cross-sectional areas of the order of those of links 20. 
The element 20 comprises the relatively elongated 

body portion 21 of small cross-sectional area, and this 
body portion has a pair of C-shape clamps 25 at each 
end. The minimum opening of each pair of C-shape 
jaws is less than the thickness of the limbs 11 and less 
than the thickness of the C-shape jaws 15 of the figure 10. 
The cross-sectional area of each jaw is of the order of 
that of body portion 21, said cross-sectional area sub 
stantially corresponding to the area of the opening de 
fined between said jaws as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5. 
The jaws have outer end portions spaced from each other 
to define a restricted passageway communicating with 
the opening defined between the jaws. 
As shown in Figs. 1 through 6, the element 20 may 

have a square cross-section. However, other cross-sec 
tional shapes may be used, a typical example being the 
round cross-sectional shape shown for the element 20 of 
Figs. 7 and 8. having the jaws 25. 
As stated, the minimum opening between the C-shape 

jaws is less than the thickness or lateral dimensions of 
the body 21. It is also less than the thickness of either 
jaw 25 or 15, and jaws 25 have substantially the same 
thickness or lateral dimensions as body 21, as do also 
the jaws 15 of the figure 10. 

In Fig. 1, the figure 10 is illustrated as having the jaws 
15 at the ends of its arm limbs 11 engaged with the 
jaws 25 at each end of one bowed element 20 by snap 
ping of the jaws 25 over the jaws 15, or vice versa. Also, 
and by way of example of the possibilities of configura 
tion, the leg limbs 11 of figure 10 are illustrated as having 
their jaws 15 snapped over the body portion 21 of an 
element 20 which is illustrated as rectilinear. 

Fig. 4 shows three elements 20 interlinked with each 
other to form a chain by snapping of the respective 
jaws 25 of one element over the adjacent jaws 25 of the 

! other element. 
In Fig. 5, one element 20 is illustrated as having its 

jaws 25 snapped over the body portion 21 of another 
element 20, the point of interlocking engagement being 
substantially midway between the jaws 25, 25 of the 
second element 20. 

Still a further possible configuration is shown in Fig. 
6 in which one element 20 is bowed and has both its 
jaws 25 snapped over the body 21 of a rectilinear element 
20 adjacent each jaw 25 of the latter. Other configura 
tions will present themselves to those skilled in the art. 
From the above it will be apparent that the area of 
the circular opening between the C-shape jaws substan 
tially corresponds to the cross-sectional area of the elon 
gated portion 21 or 21 to accommodate the same of 
a companion toy element irrespective of the axial orienta 
tion thereof in interfitting relation in the opening to sub 
stantially fill the same. The passageway to said opening 
has a minimum width dimension less than the transverse 
dimensions of said elongated portion and jaws, that is less 
than the diameter of portion 21 or the thickness of 
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portion 21 and the jaws 25, whereby the jaws may be 
selectively releasably snap engaged with jaws of a com 
panion toy element with said jaws disposed in mutually 
perpendicular planes and with the jaws of one toy ele 
ment engaged in the opening of the other toy element 
as shown in Fig. 4, or releasably snap engaged onto an 
elongated portion of a companion toy element at any 
position along the length thereof and irrespective of axial 
orientation thereof with the elongated portions disposed 
in relatively transverse or mutually perpendicular rela 
tion as shown in Fig. 5. It will also be noted that the 
jaws have a circular outer periphery concentric with the 
circular opening defined therebetween. In the embodi 
ments afore-described the portion 21, 21' has a uniform 
cross-sectional configuration, which configuration has 
axes disposed in mutually perpendicular relation which 
are substantially of equal length. Expressed differently, 
portion 21' is of circular cross-section and thus the diam 
etrical axes thereof are of equal length whereas portion 
21 is of square cross-section and thus the cross-sectional 
axes displaced 90 degrees from each other are substan 
tially of equal length. 

In a preferred manner of packaging the toys of the 
invention, a plurality of the stick elements 25 are pack 
aged along with one or more of the figure elements 10. 
While these figure elements are illustrated, solely by 
way of example, as being in the shape of a monkey, it 
will be: clear that the figures of other animals or of 
humans may equally well be substituted for the monkey 
figure illustrated in Fig. 1. 
While specific embodiments of the invention have been 

shown and described in detail to illustrate the applica 
tion of the invention principles, it will be understood 
that the invention may be embodied otherwise without 
departing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A releasably interlockable toy element formed of 

flexible and resilient material, comprising an elongated 
portion having a uniform cross-sectional configuration, 
said configuration having axes disposed in mutually per 
pendicular relation and being substantially of equal length, 
said portion terminating in a fitting having outwardly 
opening C-shape jaws, said jaws defining an opening 
therebetween and having outer end portions spaced from 
each other to define a restricted passageway communicat 
ing with said opening, the area and configuration of said 
opening substantially corresponding to the cross-sectional 
area and configuration of said elongated portion to ac 
commodate the elongated portion of a companion toy 
element irrespective of the axial orientation thereof in 
interfitting relation in said opening to substantially fill 
the latter, and said passageway having a minimum width 
'dimension less than the extent of said cross-sectional axes 
of said elongated portion, whereby said jaws may be 
Selectively releasably snap engaged with jaws of a com 
panion toy element with said jaws disposed in mutually 
perpendicular planes and with the jaws of one toy ele 
ment engaged in the opening of the other toy element, 
or releasably snap engaged onto an elongated portion of 
a companion toy element at any position along the length 
thereof and irrespective of axial orientation thereof with 
the elongated portions disposed in mutually transverse 
relation. 

2. A releasably interlockable toy element formed of 
flexible and resilient material, comprising an elongated 
portion having a uniform cross-sectionally circular con 
figuration, said portion terminating in a fitting having out 
wardly opening C-shape jaws, said jaws defining an open 
ing therebetween and having outer end portions spaced 
from each other to define a restricted passageway com 
municating with said opening, the area and configuration 
of said opening substantially corresponding to the cross 
Sectional area and configuration of said elongated portion 
to accommodate the elongated portion of a companion 
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4 
in interfitting relation in said opening to substantially fill 
the latter, and said passageway having a minimum width 
dimension less than the diameter of said elongated por 
tion, whereby said jaws may be selectively releasably snap 
engaged with jaws of a companion toy element with 
said jaws disposed in mutually perpendicular planes and 
with the jaws of one toy element engaged in the opening 
of the other toy element, or releasably snap engaged onto 
an elongated portion of a companion toy element at any 
position along the length thereof and irrespective of axial 
orientation thereof with the elongated portions disposed 
in mutually transverse relation. 

3. A releasably interlockable toy element formed of 
flexible and resilient material, comprising an elongated 
portion having a uniform cross-sectionally polygonal 
configuration, said configuration having axes disposed 
in mutually perpendicular relation and being substantially 
of equal length, said portion terminating in a fitting hav 
ing outwardly opening C-shape jaws, said jaws defining 
an opening therebetween and having outer end portions 
spaced from each other to define a restricted passage 
way communicating with said opening, the latter being 
of circular outline and having an area substantially corre 
sponding to the cross-sectional area of said elongated 
portion to accommodate the elongated portion of a com 
panion toy element irrespective of the axial orientation 
thereof in interfitting relation in said opening to substan 
tially fill the latter, and said passageway having a mini 
mum width dimension less than the extent of said cross 
Sectional axes of said elongated portion, whereby said 
jaws may be selectively releasably snap engaged with 
jaws of a companion toy element with said jaws disposed 
in mutually perpendicular planes and with the jaws of 
one toy element engaged in the opening of the other toy 
element, or releasably snap engaged onto an elongated 
portion of a companion toy element at any position along 
the length thereof and irrespective of axial orientation 
thereof with the elongated portions disposed in mutually 
perpendicular transverse relation. 

4. A releasably interlockable toy element formed of 
flexible and resilient material, comprising an elongated 
portion having a uniform circular cross-sectional con 
figuration terminating in a fitting at each of the ends 
thereof having outwardly opening C-shape jaws, said jaws 
defining an opening therebetween and having outer end 
portions spaced from each other to define a restricted 
passageway communicating with said opening, the area 
and configuration of said opening substantially corre 
sponding to the cross-sectional area and configuration 
of Said elongated portion to accommodate the elongated 
portion of a companion toy element irrespective of the 
axial orientation thereof in interfitting relation in said 
opening to substantially fill the latter, said jaws having 
a circular outer periphery concentric with said opening, 
and said passageway having a minimum width dimension 
less than the diameter of said elongated portion and the 
thickness of said jaws, whereby said jaws may be selec 
tively releasably snap engaged with jaws of a companion 
toy element with said jaws disposed in mutually per 
pendicular planes and with the jaws of one toy element 
engaged in the opening of the other toy element, or re 
leasably Snap engaged onto an elongated portion of a 
companion toy element at any position along the length 
thereof and irrespective of axial orientation thereof with 
the elongated portions disposed in mutually transverse 
relation. 

5. A construction toy kit, comprising a pair of re 
leasably interlockable toy elements formed of flexible 
and resilient plastic material, each of said toy elements 
comprising an elongated portion having a uniform cross 
sectional configuration, said configuration having axes dis 
posed in mutually perpendicular relation and being sub 
stantially of equal length, said portion terminating in a 
fitting having outwardly opening C-shape jaws, said jaws 

toy element irrespective of the axial orientation thereof 75 defining an opening therebetween and having outer end 
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portions spaced from each other to define a restricted 
passageway communicating with said opening, the area 
and configuration of said opening substantially corre 
sponding to the cross-sectional area and configuration of 
said elongated portion to accommodate the elongated 5 
portion of a companion toy element irrespective of the 
axial orientation thereof in interfitting relation in said 
opening to substantially fill the latter, and said passage 
way having a minimum width dimension less than the 
extent of said cross-sectional axes of said elongated por 
tion and the thickness of said jaws, whereby said jaws 
of one element may be selectively releasably snap en 
gaged with said jaws of the other toy element with said 
jaws disposed in mutually perpendicular planes and with 
the jaws of one toy element engaged in the opening of 
the other toy element, or releasably Snap engaged onto 
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6 
said elongated portion of the other toy element at any 
position along the length thereof and irrespective of 
axial orientation thereof with the elongated portions dis 
posed in mutually transverse relation. 
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