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UNITED STATES 
1,705,784 

PATENT OFFICE. 
a RANK A. SANTDVLANN, OF RAHWAY, NEWJERSEY, ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE ASSIGN 

MENTS, TO THE GLOBE-WERNICKE COMPANY, OF CINCINNATI, oHIO, A CORPORA 
TION OF ORIO. 

TOP FOR FURNITURE. 

Application filed May 17, 1926. Serial No. 109,508. 

My invention relates to tops for furniture, 
such as tables, desks, filing cases, cabinets or 
other articles in which a supporting surface 
or covering is employed, which supporting 

5 surface or covering is usually a sheet of lino 
leum or other material. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
novel, convenient and economical means 
whereby such covering is held in place. It is 

10 the object of my invention further to provide 
novel formations and assembling of the parts 
of the top; further, to provide novel means 
whereby a protecting and retaining edge is 
provided for the covering; further, to pro 

15 vide a novel form of finishing strip; further 
to provide novel means whereby a finishing 
strip is assembled in the top; and, further, to 
provide novel means whereby a finishing strip 
is automatically held in place. 
My invention relates principally to metal 

furniture, and especially steel furniture, or 
stal furniture formed up out of sheet mate 
18. 

The invention will be further readily un 
25 derstood from the following description and 

claims, and from the drawings, in which lat 
ter: 

Fig. 1 represents an end view of the upper 
portion of a desk, embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-section of my improved de 
vice, taken on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, partly 
broken away; and, 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of a portion of 
the same, taken on a similar section line, for 

35 better illustration of the salient parts of my 
invention. 
The piece of furniture, exemplified as a 

desk, is indicated at 11. This may be of any 
suitable construction in general form, or my 

40 invention may be applied to a table or other 
piece of furniture. 
My improved top is shown at 12, and in its 

preferred form comprises a base 13, which 
may be a sheet of metal. A wall 14 extends 

45 downwardly from the base. An outwardly 
extending wall 15 is bent, as by the bend 16, 
from the lower end of the wall 14, and an up 
wardly extending wall. 17 extends from the 
outwardly extending wall 15, being bent 

...) therefrom, as by a bend 18. These walls are 
preferably fixed with relation to the base, and 

20 

30 

are shown fastened to the base by providing. 
the walls with an inwardly extending flange 
19, which extends inwardly from the upper 

55 end of the downwardly extending wall 14 as 

by the intervention of a bend 20. The flange 
19 is preferably fixed to the lower face of the 
base, as by means of spot welding, exemplified 
at 21, at suitable points, along the flange. 
These walls preferably extend along the re 
spective edges of the top. 
In the form of my invention which I have 

preferred to show, the downwardly extending 
Wall extends from the base at a point dis 
tanced from the outer edge 25 of the base. 
The upper edge 26 of the upwardly extending 
wall 17 is in iuxtaposition to the outer edge of 
E. base, there being a slit 27 between said 
cedges. 
A finishing strip 31 is received in said slit. 

This finishing strip is preferably provided 
with shoulders 32,33, which coact with the 
edges 25, 26, for locating the finishing strip. 
The upper portion of the finishing strip is 
provided with an inward bend 35 for forming 
a concavity 36 thereunder, in which the outer 
reduced edge 37 of a cover 38 is received, 
which cover may be a sheet of linoleum, or 
other material. 
The lower or inner portion 39 of the finish 

ing strip is preferably received in the channel 
40 formed by the walls 14, 15 and 17, and the 
portion of the base 13thereabove. The lower 
or inner portion of the finishing strip is pref 
erably held in place by pressure, this pressure 
being obtained in the present instance by pro 
viding the base with a depending wall 42, 
whereby a slot 43 is formed between said de 
pending wall and the upwardly extending 
wall 17. The upwardly extending wall acts 
with resilient pressure toward the depending 
wall for exerting pressure upon the finishing 
strip. The depending wall is shown formed 
as a part of an angle strip 44, the horizontal 
wing 45 of which is secured to said base, as by 
means of spot welding at suitable points 
lengthwise of said wing between the proxi 
mate faces of the parts, as shown at 46. 
In the present exemplification, the pressure 

upon the finishing strip is obtained by the re 
siliency in the metal of the walls, and the 
manner in which the upwardly extending 
wall 17 is supported from the base. The 
metal strips out of which the walls are formed 
are shown thinner than the sheet metal base. 
The outer face of the upper end of the up 
wardly extending wall 17 is preferably 
rounded at the outer corner 47. and the outer 
face of the upper portion of the finishing 
strip is also preferably slightly rounded, as 
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shown, for avoiding the presentation of cor 
ners to the user, and thereby avoiding wear 
to the clothes and injury to the person or the 
user. The upper portion of the finishing strip 
preferably extends past the outer edge of the 
base and coacts with the outer edge of the 
cover, the upper edge of the cover being pref 
erably reduced in cross-section and received 
in a rabbet 48 in the cover. 

In my improved construction the depend 
ing wall 42 and the downwardly, outwardly 
and upwardly extending walls 14, 15 and 17, 
which extend in the sequence named from the 
base, may be formed up and caused to pro 
ject from the base, as by affixing the same to 
the base by spot welding, prior to the attach 
ment of the finishing strip and of the cover. 
These sheet metal parts of the top are pref 
erably entirely finished prior to attachment 
of the finishing strip and the cover, which 
finishing may include suitable coating, paint 
ing, graining, varnishing, enameling or duco 
finish in suitable colors or imitations of wood 
or other design, as may be desired. 
The finishing strip is preferably formed 

up out of a different material, and preferably 
has a different finish, and is desirably a strip 
of bronze highly polished and preferably very 
wear-resistant, and resistant to injury such as 
would affect a coated surface. It also pre 
sents a smooth surface to the user and his 
clothes, not likely to injure the same. 
The finishing strip may be slipped into 

place and is automatically retained in place 
5 when inserted. Thus the finishing strip may 
be inserted by being passed downwardly 
through the slit 27, so that its shank or lower 
portion is located in the slot, 43, with the outer 
edge 25 of the base or upper wall, and the 
upper edge 26 of the upwardly extending 
wall 17, coacting with the shoulders 32, 33, 
of the finishing strip, for holding the finish 
ing strip firmly in place. When inserting the 
finishing strip in this manner, the upwardly 
extending wall 17 will yield resiliently to the 
pressure exerted by the insertion of the fin 
ishing strip, the said wall pushing the lower 
portion of the finishing strip toward the de 
pending wall 42 when the shoulder 32 on the 
finishing strip is received under the outer 
edge of the base, the lower portion of the 
finishing strip being pressed and held in place 
between the depending wall 42 and the up 
wardly extending wall 17. 
If desired, the finishing strip may be in 

serted endwise in the slot 43, with the shoul 
ders 32, 33, on the finishing strip located 
between the edges 25, 26, the finishing strips 
being pushed endwise until their respective 
lengths coincide with the lengths of the re 
spective edges of the top. 
The cover 38 is readily applied to the top, 

the edges of the cover being received under 
the inturned upper ends of the finishing 
strips at the four sides of the top, as by bulg 
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ing the middle portion of the cover upwardly 
during such application, and then pressing 
the cover down flatwise upon the top, with 
the edges of the cover received under the 
upper ends of the finishing strips. A suit 
able layer. 49 of cement or glue may be ap 
plied between the base and the cover. 

In my improved device the parts are read 
ily formed and assembled, and the finishing 
strips are readily inserted, and are automati 
cally held in place. The use of screws, riv 
rets or other fastening means for the finish 
ing strips is avoided. The finishing strips 
produce a pleasing effect, and only a narrow 
strip is visible, avoiding a tarnished appear 
ance. My improved device is extremely eco 
nomical in manufacture and assembly. 
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Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. in a top for furniture, the combination 
of a Supporting plate, an upwardly extend 
ing wall extending upwardly from below said 
supporting plate and resiliently held with 
relation to said supporting plate, a wall de 
pending from the edge of said supporting 
plate in adjacency to said upwardly extend 
ing wall to form a slot between said walls, 
said supporting plate provided with a shoul 
der extending outwardly with relation to 
said depending wall and the upper edge of 
said upwardly extending wall forming a 
complemental shoulder, and a finishing strip 
provided with a shank clampingly held be 
tween said walls solely by the resilience of 
Said upwardly extending wall, said finishing 
strip further provided with opposed shoul 
ders complemental to said first-named shoul 
ders for locking said finishing strip in place, 
said finishing strip having an upward inward 
extension, and a cover on, said supporting 
plate provided with an edge received under 
said upward inward extension. 

2. A top for furniture comprising a base, 
a wall depending at the outer portion of said 
base inward of the outer edge of said base for 
forming a shoulder of said outer edge, walls extending downwardly, outwardly and up 
Wardly in the sequence named from said base 
in manner to place said upwardly extending 
wall outside of said first-named depending 
wall to form a slot between said walls, the upper edge of said upwardly extending wall 
forming a shoulder adjacent to said first 
named shoulder, said upwardly extending 
wall being resilient, and a finishing strip pro 
vided with a shank and with shoulders com 
plemental to said first-named shoulders, said 
first-named shoulders having a space there 
between which forms a mouth for said slot, 
and said shank of said finishing strip ar. 
ranged to be received through said mouth, 
said shankfrictionally clamped between said 
walls of Said slot, and said shoulders arranged for locking said finishing strip in place. 
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3. A top for furniture comprising a base, 
walls extending downwardly, outwardly and 
upwardly in the sequence named from a por 
tion of said base inward from the edge of 
said base and forming a depending apron the 
inner portion of which is fixed to said base, 
said upwardly extending wall being resilient 
with relation to said base, a wall depending 
downwardly from the outer end of said base 
inwardly from the edge of said base for form 
ing a shoulder of said edge and for forming 
a slot between said last-named wall and said 
upwardly extending resilient wall, said outer 
edge of said base located inward from the 
plane of the outer face of said upwardly ex 

3 

tending wall, the upper edge of said upward 
ly extending resilient wall being adjacent to 
said outer edge of said base and forming a 
shoulder complemental to said shoulder 
formed by said outer edge, and a finishing 
strip comprising a downwardly extending 
shank clampingly received in said slot be 
tween said downwardly extending wall and 
said upwardly extending wall, said finishing 
strip provided with shoulders with which said 
first-named shoulders coact for resiliently 
locking said finishing strip in place. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 

signed my name. 
FRANKA, SANDMANN. 
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