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.- The present invention relates to
more particularly to carton closures. ‘
The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a carton closure whicii is especially adapted

cartons, and

for cartons containing crackers, breakfast foods, §

cereals .or like commodities, wherein the con-
sumer is obliged to dole out small portions at a
time, and consequently open and close the pack-
age or carton accordingly.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a carton closure having the four usual
flaps designed in such & novel manner that they
may perform the double function of having the
closure adhesively sealed at the factory for trans-

portation to the consumer, who in turn may break

the seal and quickly re-close the carton an in-
. definite number of times and in a different man-
ner than was originally done at the factory.

A preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion is illustrated in the accompanying drawing
and described in the following specification, in
which—-

Pigure 1 is & perspective view of a carton with
the flaps open;

Fg. 2 is a side view, showing the rear flaps
sliding into place;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view,.showing the three
flaps closed down with adhesive on the front flap
and ready to be adhered to the rear flap;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view, showing the carton
completely sealed for transportation:

Fig. 5 is a perspective view, showing the front
flap torn in half and about to be opened by the
consumer; ,

Fig, 6 is'a perspective view, showing how the
consumer closes the carton after the seal is
broken; and = i

Fig. 7 is a perspective view, showing the carton
completely closed by the consumer.

Referring to the drawing, wherein I have shown
by way of illustration merely a carton which may
‘be lined or unlined, having the usual front panel
10, rear panel (1, side panels {2 and 13, and
Joined together by the cutomary tab not shown
inside the carton. ) .

The side panels 12 and 13 have the conventional
side flaps 14 and 15 which in the present inven-

tion remain substantially square as usual in all.

carton closures, ‘ .

The side flaps 14 and 15 are hingedly secured to
the respective side panels 12 and 13 by score lines
{6'and 11, The rear panel {| has a large rear
flap- 18 hingedly secured to the rear panel {1 by
score line 18, and hingedly secured to the free
end of the rear flap 18 by a score line 20 is a

10

tuck-in tab 21 which is adapted to be inserted
into & knife-cut slot 22 as hereinafter explained.
When the rear flap 18 is closed it covers the entire
opening at the top of the carton. .

The front panel (0 has & large front flap 23
hingedly secured to it by a score line 24, and
when closed substantially covers the entire top
surface of the rear flap (8. : ‘ .

The front flap-23 has & knife-cut slot 25 at each
end thereof and substantially in the center and
each knife-cut slot 25 is connected by a row of

" perforations 26 or any other form of indentations
- which will permit the panel to be readily torn.
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In filling the carton at the factory by conven-
tional packaging machinery, the side of end flaps
{4 and 15 are closed down first as shown in Fig. 3.

The rear flap 18 is then urged downwardly until
the tab 2f touches the inside of front flap 23
whereupon it is guided downwardly between the
front panel (0 and the side flaps 14 and 15 since
the front flap 23 is normally held in a vertical
position in the machine while this operation
occurs, as shown in Fig. 2.

The carton while still in this position is then
carried along the guides of the machine under-
neath a feeder of adhesive, which causes g line
of adhesive 21 to be brushed along the bottom
surface of the front flap 23 on the panel 28.

The front flap 23 which is divided into two
separate panels 28 and 29 by the perforations 26
is then urged downwardly upon the rear flap (8
so that the panel 28 of the flap 23 is secured to
the flap 18,

After the package is carefully sealed with ad-

5 hesive as shown in Fig. 4, it is then ready to be

shipped to the market, and sealed in this manner
it is as structurally as strong or stronger than
the usual four flap top closures now in present
use,

When the consumer receives the present type
of package now on the market it is necessary to
mutilate the entire closure of the carton before
the contents may be removed, and when the pack-
age is in this shape it is almosg impossible to
bring about a nice symmetrical closure,

The present invention obviates these difficul- .
ties by the provision of the closure described.

When the consumer receives the carton from

‘the market sealed as shown in Fig. 4, and de-

sires to remove some of the product, it is only
necessary to tear the flap 23 in half along the per-
forations 26 and lift up the rear flap 18 and side
flaps 14 and 16. After some of thé product is
removed and the consumer desires to quickly
close the carton, it is only necessary to close the
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end flaps 14 and I8 and cover them with the rear
flap 18. -

The tuck-in tab 2f on the flap (8 is then In-
serted into the slot 22 which is cut into the flap
23 adjacent the score line 24 on the front panel 10,

It will be seen by referring to Figs. 4 and 7, that
the closure made at the factory and the closure
made by the consumer are both equally as strong
in structure since no parts or pieces of the original
closure are missing.

It will of course be understood that the closure
illustrated in the drawingymay or may not be used
on the bottom of the carton, and it is thought
that the showing of the top closure is sufficient
to illustrate the novel features of the present in-
vention. .

I claim: ' ‘

1. A carton comprising, a front panel, a rear
panel, a pair of side panels, a pair of side flaps
hingedly secured to said side panels, a rear flap
hingedly secured to said rear panel, a tuck-in tab
hingedly secured to the free end of said rear flap,
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a front flap hingedly secured to said front panel,
a medial line of severance running longitudinally .

- of said front flap, a longitudinal slot in said front
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flap running parallel with and adjacent to the
score line connecting said front panel with said
front flap, and adhesive means for securing the
free end of said front flap to the top side of said
rear flap adjacent said rear panel. ’

2.'A carton comprising, a front panel, a rear
banel, a pair of side panels, a flap hingedly con-
nected to said side panels, a rear flap hingedly
connected to the free end of said rear panel, a
tab hingedly connected to the free end of said
rear flap, a front flap hingedly connected to said
front panel, a row of perforations running lon-
gitudinally of said front flap and substantially in

the center thereof, knife-cuts at each end of said

perforations, and a longitudinal slot in said front
flap and running along the score line connecting
said front panel with said front flap for engaging

said tab on said rear flap.
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