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This invention relates to brassieres.

Brassieres of the usual design are formed with cups
adapted to accommodate the breasts, Often such cups
are reinforced, so as to provide the desired suvporting
effect.

It is one of the objects of this invention to provide a
breast support in which the supporting function is efected
by the shoulder straps. Thus these shoulder straps not
caly hold the brassiere in place, but serve as well for lift-
ing the cups.

The invention possesses many other advantages, and
has other objects which may be made more clearly appai-
ent from a consideration of one embodiment of the inven-
tion. For this purpose, there is shown a form in the
drawings accompanying and forming a part of the present
specification. This form will now be described in detail,
illustrating the general principles of the invention; but
it is to be understood that this detailed description is not
to be taken in a limiting sense, since the scope of this
invention is best defined by the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a pictorial view, showing a brassiere incor-
poerating the invention in place upon a wearer;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary front view of the brassiere;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged secticnal view, taken along a plane
corresponding to line 3—3 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view, taken along a
plane corresponding to line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

The brassiere includes a body encircling member 1,
made of any appropriate fabric or lace. It may be pro-
vided at one of its ends with an elastic member 2 capable
of being detachably joined to the opposite end of the
member 1, in a weli understood manner.

The body encircling member 1 may be provided with
a tape member 3 at its lower edge and a similar tape
member 4 at ifs upper edge.

A pair of cup structures 5 and 6 is provided, the upper
edges 7 and § of these cup members forming continua-
tions of the upper edge of the body encircling member 1.
In this instance, the cup member is shown as including
a lower portion 9 and two upper side members 19 and 11.
The apex of the cup is located substantially at the com-
mon meeting point of the portion & and members 10
and 11.

Except for the upper edge 7, the cup member is attached
as by sewing to an appropriately formed opening in the
body encircling member 1. For example, this can be
accomplished by the aid of a tape 12 (Fig. 3) which also
serves to embed an arcuate wire reinforcement member
13. This wire reinforcement member extends around the
lower edge of the cup 5, which lower edge is sewn to the
body encircling member 1.

Overlying the exterior lower portion of each cup is a
supporter 14 or 15, - Each of these supporters is of gen-
erally crescent shape, and may be made of multi-ply ma-
terial, such as fleece-backed satin or the like. ‘This back-
ing lends some degree of stiffness to the supporters. They
are each attached at their lower edges, to the lower edges
of the cups 5 and 6. They are otherwise unattached to
the cups (Fig. 3). The inner ends 16 and 17 of these
members 14 and 15 approach quite closely together at
the central portion of the garment. The opposite ends
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are shown as integrally formed with the shoulder straps
18 and 19. The free ends of these shoulder straps may
be attached as indicated by reference character 20 to the
rear portion of the body encircling member 1, preferably
by the aid of a buckle.

Preferably, as shown most clearly in Figs. 1 and 4, the
supporters 14 and 25 are attached to the respective cup
edges only as far as a point 21, leaving the shoulder straps
beyond this point unattached to the body encircling mem-
ber 1. This point is located no further upward than the
cup apex,

The combination of the straps 18 and 19 with the
pendent bust supporters 14 and 15 joined to the shoulder
straps, provides a highly efficient bust control. The up-
ward pull of the straps is exerted upon the lower edges
of cups 5 and 6, since the supporters 14, £5 are joined
only to these lower edges. Accordingly, an adequate up-
1ift effect is effected.

The inventor claims:

1. A brassiere comprising a body encircling member,
a pair of breast cups in said member each having a de-
pending essentially arcuate periphery portion, a pair of
substantiaily crescent shaped breast supporters having
essentially arcuate convex and concave edges, one sup-
porter asseciated with each of said cups exteriorly there-
of, said supporters being fizxedly secured to the brassiere
only along said depending peripheries of the cups by the
convex edges of the supporters, with the concave edges
thereof facing gemerally upwardly and being unattached
to the cups, each supporter thereby overlying a portion
of each cup with one end adjacent an inner portion of the
respective cup and the other end adjacent an outer portion
of the respective cup, and a pair of shoulder straps each
connected directly at one end to the outward portion only
of a respective supporter and being ‘otherwise unattached
to said cips, said straps substantially forming continua-
tions of both said edges of the supporters, said shoulder
straps being joined at their other ends to the body en-
circling member.

2. A brassiere as defined in claim 1, and further in-
cluding an essentially arcuate reinforcing stiffener adja-
cent each said depending periphery.

3. A brassiere comprising a body encircling member, a
pair of breast cups in said member each having a de-
pending essentially arcuate periphery portion, and a. pair
of substantially crescent shaped breast supporters hav-
ing essentially arcuate convex and concave edges, one
supporter associated with each of said cups exteriorly
thereof, said supporters being fixedly secured to the bras-
siere only aleng said depending peripheries of the cups
by the convex edges of the supporters, with the concave
edges facing generally upwardly and being unattached to
the cups, each supporter thereby overlying a portion of
each cup with one end adjacent an inner portion of the
respective cup and the other end adjacent an outer portion
of the respective cup, a pair of shoulder straps, said straps
being integral continuaticns of the outward portions of
said supperters and being joined at their terminal ends
to the body encircling member.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

494,397 Tucek oo L L Mar, 28, 1893
2,149,819 Rubenstein oo _____ Mar. 7, 1939
2,346,411 Beckeretal, L______.____ Apr. 11, 1944
2,388,535 Glockin _ o _____ Nov. 6, 1945
2,388,757 Miller woo L Nov. 13, 1945
2,437,541 Koret el Mar, 9, 1948
2,457,928 Silva L Jan. 4, 1949
2,533,060 Silvain o Dec. 5, 1950
2,578,954 Van Leuven .__________ Dec. 18,1951
2,734,193 Croxall e Feb. 14, 1956



