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To all whom Tt may concern:
Be it known that I, ROBERT KELSO, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Phlla-

delphia, Pennsywanla, have invented certain

Improvements in Flexible Cords, of which the
following is a specification.

The obJect of my invention is to provide a
cord or flexible bar that will readily bend and
return to its original position.

My 1nvent10n is especially applieable for
use in the construetion of flexible skirts, and
for stays, bustles, cushions, &e.

In the accompanying drawings: —Figurel,
is a view of my improved cord. Fig. 2 is a
view showing the detail of constructlon of

" the cord. FIU' 3, is a viewof a modlﬁcatlon
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of the cord.

The cord has a core of resilient material o
preferably composed of a series of fine wires,
twisted together. I have shown in the pres-
ent instance a core composed of three wires,
but it will be understood that a greater or
less number may be used W1thout departing
from my invention, depending altogether
upon the stiffness required; or asingle strand
of wire or other flexible material, Whleh will
not readily break, may be used, as shown in
Fig. 3. Surroundmtr this core is an outer

ﬂex1ble covering b composed of one or more

wires, coiled, open and somewhat larger in
diameter than the core, so that the core and
flexible coil thusloosely wound will each have
free movement. I prefer to wind in the open
spaces of the outfer covering a yielding mate-
rial, ¢, preferably textile material, as shown
in FlU‘ 1, s0 as to prevent the metalhc parts
rubbmv together. This material also adds

0reatly to the appearance of the article.

Byyielding material I mean fibrousor other
material of elastic qualities capable of yield-
ing to pressure from the adjacent coils of wire

when the cord is bent.
I find that a cord constructed in the man-

‘ner above deseribed can be bent and- it will

spring back to its original position, and fur-
thermore, it will bend very easily but will re-
tain its position sufﬁclently to hold a skirt fo
its shape.

My invention can be used in the construec-
tion of flexible skirts or for stays for dresses
and can be used in the construction of bus-
tles, cushions, &e.

I claim as my invention—

1. A flexible cord bhaving a eentral core of
resilient material and an open tubular cover-
ing of internal diameter larger than the di-
ameter of the central core made of wire loosely
coiled around the core and having yielding
material between "the coils of wire, substan
tially as deseribed.

2. A flexible cord having a centml core
made up of a series of wires tw1sted together
and an outer covering of wire, coiled loosely

around the core, of laro"er diameter than the -

diameter of the central core, and having
yielding material between the coils of the
wire, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

ROBERT KELSO,

Witnesses:
WILLIAM A. BARR,
JosEpH H. KLEIN.
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