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UNITED STATES
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ADELBERT ALPHEUS ADAMS, OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

MOISTENING-CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 557,043, dated March 24, 18986,
Application filed June 7, 1895, Serial No, 551,967, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ADELBERT ALPHEUS
ADAMS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Moistening-
Cabinets; andIdo hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to a means for main-
taining whalebone, horn, bamboo, and analo-
gous materials or substances in a pliable con-
dition, thereby enhancing their value as a
marketable commodity and rendering them
more available for the purposes for which
they are intended.

My invention consists of the constructions
and eombinations of parts forming the mois-
tening-cabinet for said whalebone, horn,
bamboo, and analogous material which I shall
hereinafter fully describe and claim.

Figure 1is a perspective view of a moisten-
ing-cabinet embodying my invention and
showing the same closed. Fig. 2is a similar
view showing the entrance to the receptacle
open. Fig. 3isa longitudinal sectional view
of Fig. 1 on the line z . Fig. 4 is a cross-
sectional view on theline y y of Fig. 1. Fig.
5 is a detail of one of the trays removed.

The cabinet or receptacle A shown in Fig.

1 is the one I prefer to use, and isin the form

of arectangular box closed on all sides except
at the front, where it is provided with two
doors ¢ ', one of which, a, is hinged at its
bottom to the front end of the bottom of the
receptacle and folds upward between the sides
of the receptacle and against stops b on the
inner walls of the sides, while the other door,
&', is hinged at its inner end to the top of the
receptacle at a point back of the front end
thereof and folds downwardly upon the top
portions of the sides of the receptacle, the said
door ¢’ having a means adapted to be engaged
by a hook d or other suitable device on the
door a to securely lock their respective seats
or shoulders.

The inner side portions of the receptacle
are provided with grooves or channels e, ex-
tending preferably throughout the length of
thereceptacle. Thesechannelsorguides may

be formed by strips or cleats B secured to the
sides and having a height sufficiently less
than the height of the receptacle to leave
spaces which form with the top and bottom
of the receptacle the channels or guides e, be-
fore mentioned, or the side members of the
receptacle may be rabbeted or grooved to
form said guides or channels, or the guides
may beformedinanysuitable and well-known
manner. Capable of sliding endwise in these
channels or guides are trays composed pref-
erably of a piece of woven wire or foraminous
material D and a piece of felt or other ab-
sorbent material E, one being preferably se-
cured to the other in any suitable and well-
known manner with the felt or absorbent
material outermost.

The ends of the felt or absorbent material
preferably project beyond the corresponding
ends of the woven wire or foraminous mate-
rial, so that they may be folded at about right
angles with the length of the trays to close
the ends of the interior space containing the
whalebone or other material.
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The felt or absorbent material may occupy

‘each of the sides of the receptacle and com-

pletely surround the body of whalebone, horn,
bamboo, or other material; but if the felt or
absorbent material is at two sides, or even
one, it will in many cases be sufficient.
the present instance I have shown it at the
top and bottom sides with the felt of the lower
tray projecting beyond the front end of the
woven wire or foraminous material, so that it
may be bent upwardly to cover the ends of
the interior space of the receptacle when the
end door, ¢, is elosed, and may be bent down-
wardly to expose said space when the door is
open. The upper tray is shown as having the
felt or absorbent material projecting beyond
the woven wire or foraminous material at
both ends, so that the inner end may be folded
down to close the rear or inner end of the in-
terior space, while the forward end is lapped
by the free end of the lower felt or absorbent
material when the latter is folded and the
receptacle closed, as in Fig. 3, and it may be
lifted npwardly when the top door is opened
to permit inspection of the contents of the re-
ceptacle without disturbing the same.
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The trays are readily removable endwise

from the receptacle and are reversible and
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interchangeable. Thispermitsof theirbeing
readily defached for the purpose of moisten-
ing the felt or absorbent material when nec-
essary or desired and of their being again
placed in position. . _

From this description it will be seen that I
provide a receptacle in which whalebone,
horn, bamboo, and analogous material may
be contained and which is lined with felt or
absorbent material moistened with water or
other fluid, which will be retained by said
absorbent material for uniform distribution
to the whalebone or other contents of the re-
ceptacle which require moisture to render
them pliable and prevent their Dbreaking,
cracking, or splitting when being used, which
they are always liable to do by becoming dry
and hard. .

TWhalebone, horn, bamboo, and like mate-
rials, when moistened as before indicated, are
made pliable so that they may be even sewed
through, punched with holes or eyelets with-
out splitting, which cannot be accomplished
when the said materials are dry. As such
materials as above noted are greatly enhanced
in value if pliable and can be so kept until
ready for use, the value and importance of a
simple container or receptacle for this pur-
pose is obvious.

It is known that whalebone (horn and kin-
dred or analogous substances) will absorb
moisture, thus rendering it pliable, soften it,
and it can be sewed through, can be eyeleted
or punched for use in corsets or dresses, but
which cannot be done when in its dry condi-

tion. Some part of whalebone splits when
dry, cracks if bent; but if kept moist it will
not, and to render the whalebone, horn, bam-
boo, or analogous material pliable, so that it
is ready for use, is the essential feature of the
present invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A moistening-cabinet having an end en-
trance and interior guides or channels, in
combination with trays of woven wire and
felt, fitted to slide in said guides or channels
and removable endwise therefrom; each of
said felts adapted to retain moisture, and hav-
ing an integral end portion or flap adapted to
be folded to inclose the ends of the inferior
space in which the material is placed.

2. The moistening-cabinet having the top
and end door, and having interior guides or
channels, in combination with trays of woven
wire and felt, fitted to slide in said guides or
channels and removable endwise therefrom,
said felt adapted to retain moisture for uni-
form distribution to the econtents of the cabi-
net, and having its integral end portions
adapted to be folded to inclose the ends of
the interior space in which the material is
placed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ADELBERT ALPHEUS ADAMS.

Witnesses: ‘

FrANCIS E. MERRIMAN,
M. E. CoLLINS.
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