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light applied at different timings from a plurality of irradiation windows,
perspective information that suggests the uneven state of the surface of a
subject, and displays a three-dimensional observation image. An observation
system captures images of a subject under illumination light applied at dif-
ferent timings from a plurality of irradiation windows disposed near one
imaging element, generates optical information included in each of the im-
ages, calculates, as a relative distance from the imaging element, the value of
a light quantity included in the optical information outputted from a same
point-derived pixel obtained by capturing an image of the same point that is
the same feature point on the subject within each of the images, compares
the optical information between the images, determines the same point of the
subject as a planar part or an inclined part according to the result of the com-
parison, associates the distance with the planar part or the inclined part to es-
timate the surface shape of the subject, and displays a three-dimensional im-
age of the subject.
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Claim 13 states that “the first and the second optical information
arecalculatedbytheoperationunit onthebasis of thepixel configuration
of the pixel group”. In the meaning of PCT Article 5, however, the
calculation of the optical information “on the basis of the pixel
configuration of the pixel group” as described above is not disclosed,
and in the meaning of PCT Article 6, the claim lacks support.

It should be noted that, in this search, the search was conducted
on the basis of the recognition of “on the basis of optical information
of each pixel constituting the pixel group” in place of “on the basis
of the pixel configuration of the pixel group” in claim 13.

Claim 17 has a portion of “comparing third optical information which
a third image first same point-derived pixel has, .., and third optical
information which a third image first same point-derived pixel has”,
but what the comparison between the same “third optical information which
a third image first same point-derived pixel has” specifically means
is unclear.

It should be noted that, in this search, the search was conducted
using “comparing third optical information which a third image first
same point-derived pixel has, .., and third optical information which
a third image second same point-derived pixel has” in place of the above
portion.

Claim 18 makes a statement of “comparing a plurality of pieces of
same pointpixel informationobtainedbycapturing imagesof therespective
plurality of same points, and assuming that the same point at which a
comparison result is approximately 1 is a planar part, the same point
at which the comparison result is more than approximately 1 is a first
inclined part, and the same point at which the comparison result is less
than approximately 1 is a second inclined part”.

The “comparison’” between the plurality of pieces of same point pixel
information includes not only the “ratio” between the plurality of pieces
of same point pixel information but also the “difference’” therebetween,
and the like.

However, as in the invention in claim 18, in the meaning of PCT Article
5, disclosed as a technique for determining the planar part or the
inclination part on the basis of whether the result of the “comparison”
is approximately 1 or not is only the “ratio” between the plurality of
plieces of same point pixel information stated in [0037] to [0047] of
the description, and in the meaning of PCT Article 6, the claim lacks
support.

It should be noted that, in this search, the search was conducted
on the basis of the recognition of “finding the radio between a plurality
of pieces of same point pixel information obtained by capturing images
of the respective plurality of same points, and assuming that the same
point at which the value of the ratio is approximately 1 is a planar
part, the same point at which the wvalue of the ratio is more than
approximately 1 is a first inclined part, and the same point at which
the value of the ratio is less than approximately 1 is a second inclined
part” in place of “comparing a plurality of pieces of same point pixel
information obtained by capturing images of the respective plurality
of same points, and assuming that the same point at which a comparison
result is approximately 1 is a planar part, the same point at which the
comparison result is more than approximately 1 is a first inclined part,
and the same point at which the comparisonresult is less thanapproximately
1 is a second inclined part”.
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