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WILLIAM. C. BRUMIDER, OF MILWAUKEE, WISCONSTN. 

BALL-RETURNING GOLF APPARATUS. 

Application filed August 15, 1923. Serial No. 65,529. 
My invention relates to golf apparatus and 

more particularly to an apparatus for prac 
ticing putting which is provided with means 
for returning the ball to the player. - 
My invention more particularly relates to 

a device comprising an inclined runway 
having an opening therein representing the 
hole into which the ball is to be put and 
means within the opening for receiving the 
ball, said means including a device for eject 
ing the ball from the opening back onto the 
runway to return the same to the player. 
Said means may be either manually or auto 
matically operated and may be either line 
chanically or electrically operated. 

It is the purpose of the invention to pro 
vide golf apparatus comprising an inclined 
runway which is adapted to be folded into a 
compact space, said means comprising a sup 
port, or supports, for said runway which 
may be adapted to be folded into position ad 
jacent the runway and means for receiving 
the ball after the same has passed through 
the hole in the runway, which means is also 
foldable into position adjacent the runway. 
The supporting means is preferably adjust 
able so that the angularity of the runway 
may be varied as desired. If desired, the de 
vice may also be provided with means for 
ejecting the ball from the opening back onto 
the runway to return the same to the player, 
which means is also foldable to a position closely adjacent the runway. 
Other objects and advantages. of the in 

vention will appear as the description of the accompanying drawings proceeds. 
However, I desire to have it distinctly un 

derstood that I do not intend to limit myself 
to the exact details shown or described, but 
that I intend to include as part of my inven 
tion all such obvious changes and modifica 
tions of parts as would occur to a person 
skilled in this art and as would fall within 
the scope of the claims. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a vertical sectional view of my improved putting apparatus; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig.1 of an ap 

paratus of the nature shown in Fig. 1 with 
an automatically operable ejecting device; 
and 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the structure shown 
in Fig. 3. s 

Referring in detail to the drawings, my 

bers 24 provided on the member 10. The 

invention comprises an inclined runway. 10 
Which rests on a supporting surface 11 on 
One end thereof and which is provided with 
a rodlike support or leg 12 at the other end 
thereof. Said leg passes through an aper 
tured ear 13 provided on the plate 14, riveted 
to the runway 10 and through a pivoted 
apertured ear 15 held in an angular position 
relative to the ear 13 by means of the com pression spring 16, thus forming a spring 
holding clip for the rod or leg 12. It will be 
seen that by means of the adjustable connec 
tion between the leg 12 and the runway 10 the 
angularity of the inclined runway 10, relative 
to the Supporting surface 11, can be varied 
as desired. 
The runway 10 is provided with an open 
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ing 18 into which the ball 19 is adapted to 
drop When the same is hit in the proper di 
rection to enter the hole. A support 20 for 
the ball 19 is provided below the opening 18, 
said supporting member 20 being hinged to 
the ci'oss member 21 of the U-shaped frame 
22 having the laterally extending pivot mem 
bel's 23 pivotally mounted in the hinge mem 
member 20 has a stop member 25 secured 
thereto, said member 25 having a stop finger. 
26 projecting beyond the member 20 and 
engaging an angular stop 27 on the under 
side of the memer 10 so that the member 20 
Will be limited in its downward movement 
and will assume a position sufficiently spaced 
from the runway 10 that the ball 19 will be 
held in position in the opening 18 after drop 
ping therein, but not spaced so far from the 
member 10 that the ball can lodge between 
the members 20 and 10 in the direction from 
the opening toward the bottom of the run 
way 10. The member 20 may be made of any 
desired shape but is shown in Fig.2 as being 
substantially circular, and slightly smaller 
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than the opening 18. Said supporting mem 
ber is shown in Figs. 1. and 2 as being split 
at 28 to provide a flap 29 thereon, hinged at 
30 to an extension 31 on the member 25, said flap 29 having a finger 32 thereon. 

It will be evident from the above that the 
a ball, if hit in the proper direction and with 
the proper force, will enter the opening 18 
and move into position on the member 20. 
The ball can not pass between the members 
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20 and 10 so as to be deposited below the run 
way 10 due to the fact that the stop member 
26 will not allow the movement of the mem 
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ber 20 a sufficient distance away from the run 
way 10 so that the ball 19 can pass therebe 
tween. 
The ball will lodge in the position shown in 

Fig. 1 when it comes to rest and suitable 
means is provided for ejecting the ball from 
the opening 18, comprising the lever 33 hav 
ing an eye 34 on the end thereof and having 
a transversely extending portion 35 passing 
through hinge ears 36 on the member 10. The 
member 35 is provided with an angular end 
portion 37 carrying a finger 38 engaging the 
member 22. 
The preferred Way of operating the eject 

ing means manually is to strike the member 
34 a blow with a golf club, causing the mem 
ber 38 to engage with the member 22 with a 
sharp blow, throwing the member 20 up 
Wardly sufficiently to dislodge the ball 19, 
causing the same to roll down the runway 10. 
By providing the flap 29 an additional eject 
ing action is obtained, as the finger 32 will 
engage with the under side of the runway 10, 
and throw the flap into an angular position 
relative to the member 20, thus throwing the 
end thereof adjacent the split 28 upwardly 
through the opening 18. The material of the 
runway 10 is deflected upwardly on diagonal 
lines as indicated at 40 to deflect the ball away 
from the hole 18 if it over-runs the same, and 
the runway is provided with a rear stop flange 
41 and side flanges 42 to prevent the ball from 
rolling off the same. 

In Figs. 3 and 4, the runway 50 is provided 
with adjustable supporting means compris 
ing the sections 51 and 52 connected together 
by means of threaded pins 53 extending 
through the slots 54 and having wing nuts 
55. Said runway has a ball Supporting mem 
ber 56 pivoted at 57 to the member 50, said 
member 56 being positioned below the open 
ing 58. The member 56 is limited in its 
downward movement by the flexible member 
59 Secured to the extension 60 on said mem 
ber 56 and is provided with an enlargement 
61 under the hole 57. 
In the form shown in Figs, 3 and 4, the de 

vice is provided with means for automatically 
ejecting the ball, the means being shown as 
electrical means therein. Said electrical 
means comprise a light metallic ball receiv 
ing member 62 secured to the member 56 by 
means of the bolt 63 having an insulating 
bushing 64. The member 62 is provided with 
a contact member 65 which is adapted to co 
Operate with a corresponding contact mem 
ber 66 on the member 56 by means of the in 
Sulating bushing 67. The contact 66 is con 
nected with the battery 68 by means of the 
conductor 69 and a conductor 70 leads from 
Said battery to the electro-magnets 71 mount 
ed on the lower side of the member 50 from 
which a conductor 72 leads to the member 62. 
The member 62 being metallic, the engage 
ment of the contact 65 thereon with the con 
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tact 66 will complete the circuit through the 
battery 68 and the electro-magnets 71, caus 
ing the electro-magnets 71 to attract the 
almature 73 provided on the member 56, thus 
causing an upward movement of the member 
56 sufficient to dislodge the ball from the 
Opening 57. The contact between the mem 
bers 65 and 66 is made by engagement of the 
ball with the member 62, the member 62 being 
sufficientiy springy to permit the depression 
thereof by the weight of the ball on the en 
gagement of the ball there with when drop 
ping into the opening, whereupon the elec 
trical circuit is completed to operate the mag 
nets thereupon to cause the member 56 to 
move upwardly and discharge the ball from 
the pocket or hole. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I desire to claim and secure by U. S. Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an opening therein, Said opening be 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled along 
Said runway, means for supporting said ball 
within Said opening, and means for ejecting 
Said ball from said opening to return it to 
the players. 

2. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an opening therein, said opening be 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled along 
Said runway, means for supporting said ball 
Within said opening, and means for ejecting 
said ball from Said opening to return it to 
the player, said means comprising a member 
adapted to be struck a blow to operate said 
ejecting means. 

3. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an opening therein, said opening be 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled 
along said runway, and a ball supporting 
member below said opening, said member 
being mounted to be swung toward and away 
from said runway to thereby return the bail 
to the player. 

4. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an opening therein, said opening be 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled along 
Said runway, a ball Supporting member be 
low said opening, Said member being mounted 
to be swung toward and away from said 
runway to thereby return the ball to the 
player, and means for limiting the move 
ment of Said member away from said run 
Way. 

5. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an Opening therein, said opening be. 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled along 
said runway, a ball supporting member be 
low said opening, said member being mounted 
to be swung toward and away from said run 
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way to thereby return the ball to the player, 
and means for moving said member toward 
said runway to eject a ball from Said opening. 

6. In a ball returning golf apparatus of 
the character described, an inclined runway 
having an opening therein, said opening be 
ing adapted to receive a golf ball rolled along 
said runway, a ball supporting member be 
low said opening, Said member being mounted 
to be swung toward and away from said run 
way to thereby return the ball to the player, 
and means for moving said member toward 
said runway to eject a ball from said open 
ing, said means comprising a member adapted 
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to engage said Supporting member to cause 
an upward movement thereof. 

7. In a golf apparatus, a runway, and 
means for supporting said runway in in 
clined position comprising a member pivot 
ally secured to said runway, a Supporting leg 
and means On Said member for engaging and 
holding said leg at any one of a plurality of 
points intermediate its ends, Said means com 
prising a pair of releasable gripping mem 
bers engaging Said leg. 

In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe 
my name this 9th day of August, A. D., 1923. 

WILLIAM C. BRUMDER. 
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