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HENRY C. MONTAGUE, OF WASHINGION, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

GARMENT BAG.

Application filed March 1, 1927, Serial No. 171,840,

.This invention relates to garment bags
such as are used to store clothing to protect it
from moths, dust and dirt, and more particu-
larly to the type having a flexible envelope

5 whereby-the bag itself may be folded up and
" stored whennotinuse. - - :
It is an object of the invention to provide

a garment-bag which is simple and conven-

ient in operation; as to facility for support as’
10-well as access, and which will be cheap in
construction, serviceable and convenient in

use.” Other. objects and features of novelty
will be apparent as the description proceeds,
__as taken in connection with the accompany-
1 in%drawings, in which : T
. Fig.1is a perspective view showing a gar-
ment bag according to the present invention;
Fig. 2 1s a transverse section thereof, taken
~ along the line 22 of Fig. 1;
20 Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section along the
- line3—3 of Fig. 2; - v '
. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the
skeleton frame for 'suﬁp'o_rting the upper por-
. tion of the garment bag; -
dust excluding cover; ,
- Fig. 6 is an enlarged detail view. of the
reinforcing hinge for the lower end of the
access opening; and .
Fig, 7 is a sectional view of the same along
‘the line 7—7 of Fig. 6. Bae
_ Referring more particularly to“\ the draw-
ings, the garment bag as shown in Figs. 1
_ and 2 comprises a substantially rectangular
35 envelope 10 of fabric or othér suitable flex-
ible material, the upper end of which is held
in substantially rectangular shape by -the

frame indicated generally by the character_

11. The interior cover or dust-guard 12

40 shown in Fig. 5 fits over the frame 11 and the

‘whole is supportéd by the hook member 13 by
which it may be suspended from either a rod

or hook. A longitudinal slit 14 is provided

_for access to the interior-of the bag and the
45 lower portion of this slit is reinforced by
.- -the hinge member 15 which also serves to

‘hold the closure in its open position. - . -
- As shown in Figures 3 and 4, the skeleton

50 prises a main transverse stra
which is bent down at each end forming the
. end portions 24.  The. bottom of each por-
‘tion 24 is rolled back on itself to receive the

wires 17 which extend in parallel relation
- 95 _along both sides of the top of the bag.  Both -

- ends of each wire 17 are bent upwardly as

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the interior.

member 16. Thisbatten is also provide

clamped between
~ten 36, -

‘at 18 and then back toward the center as at

19 terminating in short right-angular bends
20 which are received in holes 21 of the

-main member 16. Short straight end mem-
bers 22 of strap metal material are located at -

60

each end of the frame 11 and each strap 22

has'its end rolled back on itself as at 93 to

receive the portion 18 of the rod members,

forming a rigid skeleton frame for the top
of the bag ‘

65

Below the member 16 and between the ends .-

24 thereof a support member 26 is provided,
which is riveted to the end portions 24 as at
27. The member 26 may be formed of strap
metal material having one side bent up as at
28 to form a flange. This flange is cut and
folded upward at its ends as at 29 to form
bearings to receive the rivets 27, by which the
support 26 is secured to the end portions 24.
The overlapping portions of the flange may

70

L

be secured together by the rivets 30. The

central portion of the flange 28 is again bent
back upon itseilf as at 81, and the upper edge
formed. thereby is cut away as at 32 to form
a series of spaced notches, to receive the hooks
of coat. hangers and hold them in spaced re-
lation, ' , o

The interior dust cover 12 as shown in Fig.
5 is adapted to fit down over the rectangular
frame 11 just described. The dust cover may
be formed of thin sheet material and pro-
vided with slots 88, to allow passage for the
fastening members 84 to be later described.
As shown in Fig, 3, the envelope 10 fits éver
both thé rectangular, frame and dust cover,

80

83
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whereby the upper end of the bag receives a

rigid support, and the dust cover effectually
prevents any dust or dirt from sifting
through the‘'material of envelope 10.

The garment bag is adapted to be hung

5

from a rod or other support by the hook mem-
ber 35 shown in Figs. 1,2 and 8. To secure -

the hook member to the skeleton frame 11 a
batten 86 is fitted. over the top of the cover
10, so. as to overlie the top of the su‘fport

with
slits 'such as 37 to receive the fastening mem-

ing members are swiveled in the member 16
as at 38 and project upwardly terminating in
flat’ turn-button . extensions 89 which are
adapted to be received by the slots 83 and 37.
By turnjng these members’ ninety degrees,
the envelope 10 and the cover 12 are securely
the member 16 and the bat-

100

Migu: .bers 34 better shown in Fig. 4. These fasten-
frame-11 for the upper end of the bag com- -
member 16
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The batten 36 is cfimped as at 40 substan-
tially midway of its leagth and is provided

- with an opening 402 to receive a portion of the

10

35

40

hook 35.  One end of the batten 1s also formed
with an upwardly extending flange 41, also
provided with an opening 42 to receive the end
porton of ‘the hook 35.

The hook 35 may be formed of a single
piece of heavy wire inserted through the
opening 40* and bent upwardly as at 44 ter-
minating in a hook 45 similar to the usual
coat hanger hook, by means of which the bag
may be hung over the usual clothing support
rod in a store room. . The other end of the
wire is bent up just clear of'the opening 402
and substantially parallel to the portion 44 as
at 46. This portion of the wire extends over
and through the opening 42 providing an up-
right leg' 47. 'The loop 48 between the legs

46 and 47 1s bent back to form the two hooks

49 and 50, the ends of which are connected by
the portion 48, and by means of these two
hooks the garment bag may be supported over
the ordinary coat hook or a laterally project-

5 ing horizontal nail, and therefore the bag will

be prevented from sagging, or tilting forward
or downward at the front edge.

" The garment bag is provided with a very
convenient means of access to'its interior. As
shown in Fig. 1 the envelope is provided with
a slit 14 which extends up one side of the face
and across the top for the greater portion of
its width. This top extension is important,
as it permits a wide side opening through
which to pass articles into the bag:

The slit 14 is provided with a hookless fas-
tener 51, & portion of which is shown in detail
in Fig. 6. The fastener is operated by a mov-
ing element 80, shown in Fig. 1. This fas-
tener is so well known, and of such general
application that further description thereof
is unnecessary. ’ ) :

Tostrengthen the end of the closure against
tearing, and also.to hold it open while gar-
ments are being inserted or removed, the lower
portion of the slit 14 is reinforced by the

hinge member 15.  As shown in Figs. 6 and 7

- this hinge member consists of a plurality of

50

60

plates hinged together as at 52. The mate-

rial of the envelope, at one side of the slit i’

secured between two plates 53 and 54. The
Dlate 54 is offset to provide a tongue 58, which
extends somewhat beyond the edge of theslit
to form an overlapping closure.. The tongue
is provided with an ear 56, to form a bearing
for the hinge pintle 52. The material of the
opposite side of the opening is secured be-
tween two plates 57 and 58 which also ex-
tend beyond the edge of the slit, forming a re-

cess 59 adapted to receive the tongue 55 of

the plate 54. The hinge pintle passes through
_both of these plates, pivoting the ear 56 there-
between. - .
Thus it will be apparent that when the
- hinge is swung about its pintle 52 into its
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closed position, the tongue 56 will fit between
the two plates 57 and 58 to form a tight clo-
sure. Another particular function of this
hinge member, however, is to maintain the slit
in its open position when it is desired to insert
or remove garments from the interior of the

0

bag.” The ordinary friction of a hinge is suffi- .

cient to retain the hinge in its open position
when the slit is opened, and the rigidity of
the hinge member will retain the two sides
of the slit in spaced relation. -

From the foregoing description it will be.
apparent that the applicant has provided a-

rigid construction for the upper end of the
bag, and as the Jower portion of the bag will
shape itself by its own weight, this frame is
sufficient to retain the envelope in its rectan-
gular shape. Furthermore, by means of the
imterior dust cover 12, applicant has provided

an unusually moth-proof and dust-tight con-

struction. The arrangement of the member
16 and the support of the notches 32 provides
a very rugged construction for supporting
the coat hangers in spaced relation. The sim-
ple clamping means for securing all of these
elements together is also a great advantage.

The opening and closing of the bag are es-
pecially convenient. When the moving ele-
ment 60 is in the position shown in Fig. 1,
the bag is completely sealed. By moving this
element to the other end of the slit, the entire
closure is opened, and by merely pulling the
edges apart, the hinge 15 is opened. The
hinge holds the edges apart, so that garments
may be readily inserted or removed from the
interior. Merely moving the element 60 back
down along the slit brings the edges together,
closes the hinge, and seals the bag.

The hook member 35 has a particular ad-
vantage in that its substantially rectangular
general shape will permit its being supported
from a single nail by the hook 50 and yet as
the crimped portion 40 is substantially in the
center of the bag, the bag may be supported
from one end without sagging in the center,
The rigid hinge member 15 serving to hold
the slit open while garments are being trans-
ferred is an added advantage in the conven-

ience of this garment bag. ,
‘While one form of the invention has been

shown and described in detail, the invention
is not limited to these details but includes
such changes and modifications as come with-
in the scope of the subjoined claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent is: o

1. ‘A clothing receptacle comprising in
combination, a flexible envelope, a skeleton
inner frame, an exterior batten adapted to
overlie the central portion of said inner
frame, means for securing said envelope be-
tween said frame 4nd batten, and sapport
means on said batten adapted to engage a
short horizontal support and suspend the bag
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therefrom rigidly. without permitting it to.

sag, said support means having an extension

adapted to engage a rod support to suspend

the bag centrally. : :
2. A clothing receptacle comprising a
flexible envelope, a skeleton frame for the

top of ithe envelope, an interior dust ex-

cluding cover adapted to overlie said frame
and underlie said envelope, an exterior plate

adapted to overlie the central portion of said

skeleton frame and means on said frame pass-
ing through'said cover, envelope and plate
to secure them all together, and a supporting
hook attached to said plate adapted to sus-
pend the whole from either a lateral or lon-
gitudinal support without -permitting the

receptacle to sag, or tilt forward or downward.

at the front edge. . . v i

3. A clothing receptacle comprising a flex-
ible envelope, a spreader inside the envelope,
means connected thereto providing a pair of
suspension apertures exterior-of sald bag and
a wire passing through said apertures, one
end of the wire forming a supporting hook,

and the portion. of the wire between said

apertures forming a two-point :suspension

means. o s e
4. A clothing receptacle comprising a flex-

ible envelope, a spreader inside the envelope.

30 means connected thereto providing a pair o

-3

suspension apertures exterior of said bag and
a wire passing through said apertures, one
end of the wire forming a supporting hook,
and the portion of the wire between said
apertures forming a pair of hooks perpen-
dicular to the first mentioned hook.

5. A clothing receptacle comprising a flex-
ible envelope, a spreader ingide the envelope

means connected thereto providing a pair of.

suspension apertures exterior of said bag
and a wire passing through said apertures,
one end of the wire forming a supporting
hook, and ‘the portion of the wire between
said apertures forming a hook with the bight
thereof bent downward. '

6. A clothing receptacle comprising a flex-
ible envelope, a spreader inside the envelope,
means connected thereto providing a pair of

suspension apertures exterior of said bag,
‘one of said apertures being located centrally

of ‘the top of the bag, and the other at one
edge, and a wire passing through said aper-
tures, one end of the wire forming a support-

ing hook, and the portion of the wire between .
said apertures forming a two-point suspen-

sion means. -

TIn testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.

HENRY C. MONTAGUE.
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