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(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the
problem of providing a porous membrane for water puri-
fication which can be used even at high water pressures
and which combines virus-removing performance with
water permeability. In the membrane, the average minor-
axis length of the pores present in one surface is smaller
than the average minor-axis length of the pores present
in the other surface. In a film-thickness-direction cross-
section of the porous membrane, the pore diameter in-
creases from one surface toward the other surface to
have at least one maximum value and then decreases. In
the film-thickness-direction cross-section, a layer having
a pore diameter of 130 nm or smaller is present on the
side where the surface has a larger average minor-axis
length of the pores, the layer having a thickness of 0.5-
20 um and having pores with a diameter of 100-130 nm.
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