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'UNITED STATES

‘JOHN M. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

TICKET-DISPENSING APPARATUS.

Applieatibn filed August 10, 1925.. ‘Serial No. 49,470,

This invention relates to apparatuses for
dispensing tickets such as are dispensed in
yublic places such as restaurants. - B

The prime object of the present invention

is the production of an apparatus which

includes a' device for putting tickets in a
condition to be receivable in a dispensing
device and to be maintained in such device
so that one ticket at a time may be -con-
veniently and easily removed.

Another object of the invention is the
production of a device so characterized as
to hold a multiplicity of tickets in a folded
condition, each ticket having a long portion
and a .short portion, the tickets being ar-
ranged in stack formation in a magazine,
the tickets being presented one. at a -time
to an opening through which the tickets one

at a time are removed by grasping the short -

portion of each ticket, which will be dis-
posed in a manner permitting the same to
be grasped by virtue of means adjacent the
opening. : S C
Another object of the invention is the
production of a ticket dispensing device hav-
ing the characteristics mentioned, which will
be comparatively inexpénsive, reliable in op-
‘eration; and which will accommodate tickets
of different sizes as to. width, and which
will be comparatively simple of construc-
tion. - o SR
~ “With the foregoing, other objects of the
invention will appear from the embodiment
of the invention, which, by way of example
is described in the following specification
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-

TFigure 1 is a perspective view . of  the
dispensing device of -the apparatus of the
present invention. L

Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal sect}ona].
view through the device shown in Fig. 1
and taken substantially on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 8. : ’ : -

ﬁig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken
substantially on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a detail sectional elevation show-

ing the means employed for preventing

retrograde movement of the means employed

for continuously acting on the stack of
tickets, . - - S e e
 Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the
adjustable side plates of the magazine. -
-, Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view. of the bot-
tom of the magazine and adjacent portions

of the caéing showing a detail of the means
employed for holding the follower.

Fig. 7is a plan view of a device employed

for folding the tickets. ; _
Fig, 8 1s a detail sectional view taken
substantially on the line 8—8 of Fig. 7.-
The apparatus of the present invention
essentially consists of two devices, a device
10 for folding the tickets and a device 11

“containing the tickets in their folded condi-

tion for the dispensing thereof. ,
Since it.is necessary to take ordinary
tickets of oblong shape having the-usual
index number, amount of purchase numbers
and the name of the particular restaurant,
and fold each of the tickets with a similar
fold, the device 10 will be- described first.

The said device 10 includes a base 12, end

members 13 and 14, and a side member 15,
The end: member 13 and side member 15 in
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the present instance consists of: a single

piece of material which is attached in any

suitable manner. to the base 12.- The end

member 14 includes a part 16 having slots
17 therein which respectively accommodate
studs 18; each of the studs having threaded
thereon a nut 19. By virtue of the slots
17, studs 18 and nuts 19, the end member

14 can be adjusted with respect to the end

member 13 to accommodate therebetween
tickets, such as the tickets T, of different
lengths. The side member 15 terminates be-
tween the end members 13 and 14, as shown
most clearly in Fig. 7. By grasping the

bunch of tickets with the left hand and by

taking hold of three or more tickets with
two fingers and thumb of the right hand.
the tickets grasped may be bent against the
edge 20 of the side member 15. - This man-
ner of bending the tickets will provide each
with a long portion 21 and a short portion
22, and at this time attention is called to

‘the fact that each. of the tickets is inhérently

flexible, the reason therefor will appear

hereinafter. In order to prevent the tickets

being folded from moving upwardly, there
is provided a member 23 which is carried
by a bolt-24. The bolt 24 extends through
4 slot 25 in an extension 26 on-the side mem-
ber 15. A nut 27 serves for maintaining the

~member-set in different positions, according

to the width of the tickets being folded.

The device.- 11-in which the tickets are
maintained ‘in stack :formation and  from
which. the tickets are removed one. at a time,
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in the present embodiment, consists of the
parts-and funetions in the manuer:presently
to be deséribed. The device includes a cas-
ing 30 consisting of sides 31, a front 32,
back 23, and bottom sections 84 which extend
inwardly respectively from the sidés 31. In
the present instance the casing 380-through
its longitudinal axis is of triangular shape and
the sections 34 are arcuate. -Provided interi-
orly of the casing 30 is a ticket magazine 35
which consists of ‘a top 86 in‘tlie'mature ‘ofa
segment, sicle'mémber 37, and a bottom mem-
'ber:38. The top 86 is movable owing totthe
manner in which it is supported, which will
‘be explained. Hach of the side*members 37
is arcuate and is formed torprovide iaflinge
89 and wings 40 and 41 respectively -at the
~opposite-end. Thewing 40 is'provided with
‘a slot 42, and'the swing 41 1s provided with
-avslot '43. ‘Each side’meémber 37 issectted
in place by 'the use of fastening elénients
such as stiew bolts 44 “and 45 which pass
‘through theslots 42 wnd 43 fespectively; th
-serew bolt 44 “entering “holes “in ‘the “front
32 and the serew bolts 145 éntéiing holes in
“the:back 33 of the ¢asing. It will now be
understood -that 'the “side membeis ‘87 are
radjustable with ‘respect to each otheér to we-
commodate therebetween tickets of différent
“widths. The bottom member 38 israrcuate
and fis“hingedly connected 'as 4t 46 ‘at one
vend, 'is*drranged ‘between {the bottom mem-
tbers 34, and the opposite end is detachably
‘held by ' the "ase ‘of a tutnable membér 47
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order to aid in the maintenance of the tickets
in stack formation there is-provided-a radi-
ally movable follower means which consists
of a_plate 52 swingingly mounted by virtue
of arms 53 loosely connected to the trans-
‘verse shaft 54 supported by the sides 31;
-there: being employed a spring 55 which en-
circles the shatt 54 and has one end thereof
inengagement with the back 33 as at 56 and
the opposite end thereof in engagement with
“the segtinenit 36 as at 57. It ias been before
‘stated that the segment 36 :is movable sand
_this is so betause it is attached as at 58 to
“a Ipottion “of the plate 52. The central
‘pottion 59 of the!plate 52 is-adapted to lie
‘in- contact with 'the intermost ticket' of the
‘stackiand traverses the'magazine to advance
the stack as it-is-diminished by the:removal
-of the outermost ticket by virtue of the in-
fluence of the spring 55. Tt is*therefore:to
“be understood ‘that ‘means ‘is (provided - for
continuously aeting on the tickets to keep' the
outermost ticket in engagement with the
“abutment 50 “which will assume- the: position

shown ‘in ‘Fig. 2. TIn order to prevent:the

retrograde movement of: the: plate 52 -and so
as' toinsure a ticket being held at tle open-
‘ing, there is.provided a toothed memlber 60
which is pivotally connected as:at 61 :and
the téeth of “this’member 60 coact *with &
member 62 supported by thearms 53. ,
In -loading the '‘magazine the member 47
which has a hook 63, when moved :to:the
-position shown “in ‘full lines in Fig. 6, may

35 carried 'by ‘the inturned lower end 'of the -have the hooks 63 engage a member 64 car-
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‘back 83.  The bottorn member 38 has a lon-
gitudinal slot 48. In one position of ‘the
member 47:as shown in Fig. 6,'the!bottem
‘member 38 may be moved: on'its hinge' to an
open position, dnd “when theimember 47 is
“in the ‘position “shown ‘in dotted linés, {the
bottom “member “will be held in its ¢loged
‘positien. ‘Tlie:magazine is:loaded with'tlie
tickets by simply moving the bottom mem-
“ber 38 to an' open position. :It:is to be nsted
that tlie ticketsare disposed inia'fan-like for-
mation due to-the constituction of:the! pafts
of the ‘magazine, s and ‘it *will ‘be “apparent
-that it miakes possiblerthe use ¢f a compara-
tively- smiall outer: casing, such asthe caging
80, the frent 82 of which is disposed 4t an
‘angle!for: the convenient:presentation’ 6f the
“tickets 'to the “openitig '49 Hinthe “front 32,
The opening 49 ‘coincidesvwith the frontiend
of “the 'magazine 85. ‘In order o det upon
“each ticket astit isadvanced so that the shoit
portion 22 mayassume a:position atidn angle
Avith’ respect to'the long portion-91 as'shown
~in"Figs. 1 and-2, aid in érder to prevent the
foremost’ ticket or tickets: fiom’ being ejected
‘tlirough'the opéning 49, the' bottom msmmber
38 is- formed *with an'dbutment’ 50 ‘adjacent
‘the ‘opéning'49. The dbutmesit 50 and the
-portion 51 of thei frent 82 ¢onibine: in the vb-
-tafnmrent oftthe Tesults' just: mentiored: “In

ried by the plate 52 to hold:the plate ‘from
-being moved by thé spring 55.

Trom ‘the foregoing it “will be:apparent
rthat’there has been' described a device for
-folding ordinary -stoek tickets 'uniformly
to be used in a second device for present-
“ing them ‘successively for: their removal one
atia time; that the vemoval!of a ticket is
-accomplished: by grasping the ‘shovt portion
22 and by pulling upwardly and outwardly
-thereon, will cause ‘the long portion 21 to
flex due to the fact that its'upper end svill
“engage ‘the under face'of the segment 36
gnd-allowing: thereby therticket to'be “with-
drawn through the cpening 49.

In orderito insuie the propéer:fedding ac-
-tion ‘of “the tickets in spite of ‘any of the
short poitions Belng félded slightly pro-
jecting from the side edges of the long por-
tions,  there has ‘heen provided the fianges
89 -which- guide- the upper ends ¢f theifold-
“¢d “tickets “while ‘the *bottom ‘mieinber 33
‘guides the lower edgestof the'tickets, there
being wwfficient §pace provided ‘betiveen’ the
‘side ‘members 37 to ‘accominodate the pro-
jecting edges of the short portions.- .

Tt dsito be winderstood that the invention
is nétirestiietedito the precise arrangement
of parts' shown and-déeseribed ‘as details of
“éonstiiction ‘may tbe "médified “and - féar-
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ranged without departing from the spirit
of the invention, the scope of which is limit-
ed only by the terms of the appended
claims.

I claim;

1. A ticket dispensing device comprising

a magazine in which may be arranged a .

multiplicity of tickets in stack formation,
relatively adjustable- plates each having a
flange, the flanges of said plates providing
guides for said tickets. retaining means at
one end of the stack which acts on each of
the tickets presented thereto to temporarily

retain each ticket so that it may be grasped-

for the removal of the ticket from the re-
taining means, and means which. continu-
ously acts on the stack of tickets to present
one ticket at a time to the retaining means.
- 2. A ticket dispensing device comprising
a magazine for maintaining therein a mul-
t-iplic*ity of tickets in staclc formation, said
magazine comprising side plates which

maintain the tickets against lateral displace- -

ment, a hingedly connected bottom on which

5 the tickets' rest, there being an opening at

one end of the magazine; means on the bot-
tom - adjacent the opening which acts on
each ticket to prevent the same from being
ejected through the - opening and which
causes the ticket to be disposed so that the
same  may be.- grasped - for- its removal
through said opening, means moving in a
circular path which acts continuously on
the back of the stack to present one. ticket
at a time by said last mentioned means.

3. A ticket dispensing device comprising
a magazine for maintaining therein a mul-
tiplicity of tickets in stack formation, said
magazine comprising a top, arcuate side
plates, and an arcuate bottom, there being
an opening at one end of said magazine

through which one ticket at a time is with-

drawn ; an abutment on said bettom against
which the end of each ticket is plesented

5 to cause it to be disposed so that 1t -may be’

grasped for removal through said opening,
and follower means: continuously acting on
the stack of tickets to feed. one ticket at a

‘time to the abutment.

4. A ticket dispensing device comprising

"3 magazine for mamtfunmd therein a multi-

pl101ty of tickets in stack formation, said
magazine comprising a top, arcuate side

' plate% and an arcuate bottom, there being an

opening at one end of said magazine throuch

which one ticket at a time is withdrawn; an

abutment on said bottom: against Whlch the
end of each ticket is presented to cause it to

be -disposed so that it may be grasped for
removal of the ticket through said opening,
and follower means moving in a curved path
and continuously acting on the stack of tick-

.ets to feed one tlcket at a time to the abut-

ment.
5. A ticket dispensing device comprising

a magazine for maintaining therein a multi--

plicity of - tickets in stack formation, said
magazine comprising 'a  top, arcuate side
plates, and an arcuate bottom, there being an
opening at one end of said magazine throuch

~which one ticket at a time is withdrawn; an
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abutment on said bottom against which the

end of each - ticket is presented to.cause it

‘to be disposed so that it may be grasped for

removal = through said opening, follower
means moving in a curved path continuously
acting on the stack of tickets to feed one

533

tlcket at a time to the abutment, and means -

for preventing the retrograde movement of
the follower means. .

6. A ticket dispensing device comprlsmg a
magazine in which may be arranged a multi-
phcfcy of tickets in stack formation, said
magazine including means for mamtamlno~
the stack of tickets against lateral d1sp1ace—

“ment, retaining means at one end of the stack

which acts on each of the tickets presented
thereto to temporarily retain each ticket dis-
posed so that 1t may be grasped for removal
from the retaining means, a pivotally mount-
ed: plate disposed to act on the stack of
tickets, means causing said.plate to continu-
ously exert pressure on the stack of tickets
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to present one ticket at a time to said re- - ‘

taining means, and means preventing the
retrograde movement of said plate.

7. A ticket dispensing device comprising
a magazine in which may be arranged a mul-
tiplicity of ‘tickets in ‘stack formation, said
magazine including means for -maintaining
the stack of tickets against lateral displace-

“ment, retaining means at one end of the

qtack which acts on each of the tickets pre-
sented thereto to:temporarily retain each
ticket disposed so.that it may be grasped for
removal from the retaining means, a pivot-
ally mounted plate disposed to act on the
stack of tickets, means causing said plate to
continuously exert pressure on the stack of

tickets to present one ticket at a time to said

retaining means, and a pivotally mounted
member havmg teeth which coact respec-
tively with a member carried by said plate
preventing the retrograde movement of said

plate. ~ ,
- JOHN M. FERNANDEZ.
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