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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A shelf and supporting bracket wherein the bracket 
has a pair of spaced notches and the shelf is made of lon 
gitudinal parallel springy wires with cross wires securing 
them together, the longitudinal wires being sprung into 
the notches and moved to a position where the cross wires 
are close to the brackets so that a more positive gripping 
effect is produced due to the fact that the longitudinal 
wires are springy enough to snap into the notches but 
when the cross wires are brought then close to the brack 
ets, the springiness is less noticeable and the wires are 
held in fixed spaced relation. 

-muamuanum 

This invention relates to new and improved display 
shelves and particularly to brackets for holding the same 
in assembled condition, and the principal object of the 
invention resides in the provision of such a bracket which 
is made very simply but at the same time provides for a 
much firmer holding action of the shelf structure that it 
Supports. 
Another object of the invention resides in the provi 

sion of a wire shelf or the like in combination with brack 
ets for holding it, said brackets being detachably mounted 
on upright supports or the like, wherein said brackets 
have a series of notches therein, said notches being spaced 
apart a distance slightly less or slightly greater alterna 
tively than certain of the wires which go to make up the 
wire shelf, so that the wires must be sprung into these 
notches whereby they are very firmly held but easily de 
tached. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will ap 
pear hereinafter. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation showing the relation 
ship of a new bracket with respect to the wire shelf, parts 
being in section; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view thereof on a reduced scale; 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing a modifica 

tion, and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view showing the notches. 
There are many uses for inexpensive light-weight open 

wire shelving which usually comprise a boundary orpe 
rimeter wire extending along the front and the back of 
the shelf, and it may or may not have end wires. There 
are wires that connect the front and rear wires as well 
as intermediate Spaced longitudinal wires going to make 
up an open wire support of light weight. This support 
requires brackets to hold it to a vertical support such as 
a Wall, post or the like. 

In illustrating the present invention, there is shown an 
upright Support indicated by the reference numeral 10. 
This Support is provided with holes therein at 12 for the 
reception of hook-like members 14 at the rear end por. 
tion of brackets 16. Each bracket 16 is elongated and is 
firmly held as shown by the hooks, or by any other means, 
in either permanent or take-down relationship with re 
spect to the upright support 10 or the like. 

It will be clear that there are several of these brackets 
arranged in generally parallel spaced relationship for the 
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purpose of holding a wire shelf. This wire shelf is shown 
best in FIG. 2 and comprises a forward longitudinal wire 
member 18, a rear longitudinal wire member 20, there 
being interconnecting cross wire members spaced as may 
be desired as shown at 22. These may or may not be at 
the ends of the shelf also to form an open frame. 

Intermediate the front and rear wire members 18 and 
20 there are a series of intermediate longitudinal wire 
members 24. These are usually connected by welding to 
the cross wires 22. 
The bracket 16 is provided at its upper surface with a 

pair of reentrant notches which are indicated at 26 and 
28. These notches extend above the top edge 30 of the 
bracket and face away from each other as shown in FIG. 
1, although as shown in FIG. 3 they may extend below 
the top edge 32 of the bracket 34, which is similar other 
wise to that at 16, and face toward each other as is indi 
cated at 36, 38. 
The distance separating the wires 24 normally is slight 

ly less than the distance between the notches 26 and 28. 
In FiG. 3 the notches are slightly closer than is the sepa 
ration of the wires 40, 40 which correspond to those at 
24, 24 except for the spacing thereof. 

In order to assemble the wire shelf of FIG. 2 on a 
series of brackets 16, it is merely necessary to manually 
Spring the wires slightly apart and snap them into the 
notches 26, 28. It will be seen that by this means the 
wire shelf is very firmly held in position due to its own 
inherent resilience. It is also simple enough to detach 
the shelf from the bracket by squeezing them past the 
horns 42, 44 which provide the undercut or reentrant 
notches 26 and 28 so as to release the wire members 24 
from the notches and remove the wire tray or shelf from 
the brackets. 
The opposite action of course is used to assemble and 

disassemble in FIG. 3. Springing the wires 40, 40 toward 
each other, they are snapped over the horns 46 and 48 
forming the notches 36 and 38, so that they are firmly 
held in the notches due to their own resilience. 
With the FIG. 1 construction, the brackets can be 

Snapped onto the wires 24 without actually manually 
Spreading them, and this action enables the wire shelving 
to be positioned where desired. That is, there may be 
additional longitudinal wires 24, or the new brackets can 
accept wire 20 and a wire 24, for instance. 
In either case, once the brackets are thus assembled 

relative to the wires, the brackets can be slid along to a 
point adjacent a cross wire 22, gradually increasing the 
pressure of the wires in the notches and thus obtaining a 
very tight and strong fit of the parts. However, any 
spacing desired as to supports 10, and thus the brackets, 
and the relative position of wires 22 is possible, while 
still holding the shelf in rigid, non-collapsing condition, 
and the shelves may be set up end to end in shorter sizes 
to any length of shelving desired. 

Having thus described my invention and the advan 
tages thereof, I do not wish to be limited to the details 
herein disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the claims, 
but what I claim is: 

1. A shelf and bracket therefor comprising an open 
wire frame including at least one pair of generally parallel 
longitudinal springy wires, cross wires connected thereto 
and Spacing them apart a predetermined distance, the 
bracket comprising a rigid member including a pair of 
notches, the notches being spaced apart a distance differ 
ent from the Spacing of said longitudinal wire members, 
whereby said wire members can be sprung to be posi 
tioned in said notches, the wire shelf being held by its 
own inherent resilience with respect to said bracket in 
said notches, and said shelf being positioned with the 
cross Wires adjacent the brackets where the springiness of 
the longitudinal wires is less and the grip on them greater. 
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2. The shelf and bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
notches are closer together than the normal spacing of 
the longitudinal wires. 

3. The shelf and bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
notches are slightly farther apart than the normal spacing 
of said longitudinal wires. 

4. The shelf and bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
notches are closer together than the normal spacing of 
the longitudinal wires, said notches being undercut and 
facing each other. 

5. The shelf and bracket of claim 1 wherein the 
notches are slightly farther apart than the normal spacing 
of said longitudinal wires, said notches being undercut and 
facing away from each other. 
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