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SHELLFISH CRACKING UTENSIL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTIONW

The present invention relates teo a forked utensil for
oracking the shells of shellfish such as lobster, crawfish,

crab and the like, and a& method of using the same.

Numerous devices have been developed and used for cracking
the ghells of shellfish. Normally such devices take the
form of a pliers or nutcracker with two tongs pivoted,
respectively, at sither the middle or at one end. Such
devices are less than adeguate, however, because they prass
the shell together, rather than opening it to expose the
shellfish meat.

SUMMARY QF THE INVENTION

It is a principal object of the present invention to
provide a shellfish cracking utensil, and a method of using
the same, that avoids the disadvantages of the prior known

utensils used for cracking shellfish shells.

I+ is a further object of the present invention teo provide
a shellfish cracking utensil which is simpler and
substantially less expensive to manufacture than the prior

known utensils used for cracking shellfish shells.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
a shellfish cracking utenszil that may be used as a fork for
spearing and removing meat from the cracked shell of a

shellfish.
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These objects, az well as further cobilects which will becoms
apparent from the discussion that felleows is achieved, in
accordance with the present invention, by providing a
shellfish cracking wtensil having a handle portion and a

head porticon, with the head portion which comprises:

{a) a base region having a lower part and an upper
part, with the lower part being counscted to

one end of the handle portion; and

{b) first and second tines connected to, and
extending outwardly from, the upper part of the
base region. The tines are preferably of
substantially egqual length, extending in
substantially parallel relatioenship and
defining a gap betwesen them for inserting a

part of a shellfish.

According to the invention, the first tine is substantially
prong~shaped and the second tine is wider than the first

tine.

Pref@i&bly the second tine is approximately twice or three
times as wide as the first tine. Preferably also, the gap
between the tines is approximately sgual to, or

approximately twice or three times the width of said first

tine.

According to a particularly advantageocus feature of the
present invention, the second tine has a bump portion on an
edge thereof facing said first tine, preferably adjacent to

the end of the second tine.



WO 2012/102811 PCT/US2011/067494

This bump portion, which serves to apply pressure at a
point on the shellfish shell, when the shell is inserted
intoe the gap between the tines, may be of any shape but is
praferably rounded for ease of use. In particular, the bump
portion is preferably substantially circular in shape and
axtends cutward from said second tine in a direction toward
said first tine and toward the ends of said first and

sacond tine.

Advantageously the bump poritdion has approximately the same

width as the remainder of said szecond tine.

The shellfish cracking utensil is simple and easy to
manufacture and use, especially if the handle portion and
the head portion are integrally formed of a single piece of
flat stock of a material such as metal or ABS plastic. The
material must be relatively strong to withstand the forces

applied when used to crack the shell of a shellfish.

In operation, a user grasps the handle of the utensil and
inserts a shell portion of the shellfish into the gap in
the head portion, with one of the tines ocutside of the
shell and the cother tine beneath the shell. The user then
executes a repeated rocking or lifting motion of the handle
portion while pressing the head portion deeper into the
shellfish, thereby breaking the shell portien along a iine

to form an opening.

In order to spear the shellfish meat after cracking the
shell, the first and second tines of the shellfish cracking
utensil preferably have pointed ends. Alterxnatively or in

addition, handle portion of the utensil may have at least
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one tine, and preferably two tines, on its opposite end for

spearing shellfish meat.

For a full understanding of the present invention,
reference should now be made to the feollowing detailed
dascription of the preferred embodiments of the invention

ag illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION QF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of
the shellfish cracking utensil according to the present

invention.

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the shellfish cracking utensil of

Fig. 1.

Figs. 3a, 3k, 3¢ and 3d are plan views of various
alternative smbodiments of the shellfish cracking utensil

according to the present invention.

FPig. 4 is a plan view of still another embodiment of the
shellfish cracking utensil according to the present

invention.

Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic view showing a method of using the

utensil of PFig. 1.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The preferred smbodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to Figs. 1-5 of the drawings.
Identical elements in the various figures are identified

with the same reference numerals.

Figs. 1 and 2 show a preferred smbodiment of the shellfish
cracking utensil or tool 10 accowrding to the present
invention. The utensil 10 has a handle portion 12 and a
head portion 14 formed from a single, common piece of flat
stock material. The material must be relatively strong,
depending on the thickness of the flat stock. Preferred

materials are a metal alloy and ABS plastic.

As is best illustrated in PFig. 2, the head portion 14 has a
base region 16 having a lower part 18 and an upper part 20,
with the lower part 18 being connected to one end of the
handle portion 12. First and second tines 22 and 24,
raespectively are connected to, and extend outwardly from,
the upper part 20 of the base region 16. The tines 22 and
24 are of substantially esgqual length, extending in
substantially parallel relationship and defining a gap 26
betweaen them for inserting a part of a shellfish. The first
tine 22 is substantially prong-shaped, whereas the second
tine 24 is wider than the first tine. The sescond tine 24
has a bump portion 28 on an edge therecf facing said first

tine 22, adjacent to the free end of the second tine.

Figs. 3a - 3d illustrate various alternative embodiments of
the head portion 14 of the utensil 10. For comparison, Fig.

3a iz the same preferred embodiment as is illustrated in
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Figs. 1 and 2, with the gap 26 approximately egual in width
to the tine 22, and the tine 24 approximately three times
the width of the tine 22. Fig. 3k shows an embodiment,
similar to that of Pig. 3a, with the tines 22 and 24
pointed for ease of use in spearving meat from a cracked
shellfish. Fig. 3¢ shows an embodiment of the utensil
without the bump portion 28 and in which the gap 26 is
about twice the width, and the tine 24 is about three tines
the width of the tine 22Z. Finally, Fig. 3d shows an
embodirent of the utensil in which the gap iz about three
times the width of the tine 22 and the two tines 22 and 24

are approximately egual in width.

Fig. 4 shows still another embodiment of the utensil
according to the present invention. In thisz embodiment the
end of the handle portion 12, which is opposite to the end
connected to the head portion 14, is provided with two

forked tines 30 for spearing meat from the shellfish.

Fig. 5 illustrates a method of using the utensil according
to the present invention, which includes the following

steps:

1} gripping the handle portion 12 with one band 31
while holding a shell 34 of a shellfish with the
cther hand 32;

2} inserting a shell portion of the shellfish into
the gap 26 in the head poxrticon 14 with the first
tine 22 beneath the shell and the second tine 24
cutside of the shell; and
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33 executing a repeated lifting {rocking} motion of
the handle portion {as shown by arrcows 36z and
38k} while pressing the hsad portion 14 desper
into the shellfish {(as shown by arrow 38},
thereby bresaking the shall portion along a line
to form an opening. The rocking motion 3éa and
36b forces the bump porticon of the utensil to
break the shell while the base of the tine 22
simultanecusly cuts the shell a short distance

behind to fafm an opening.

After the shell is cracked cpen aleong a line, the utensil
may be vemoved from the shellfish and the opening widened
by hand to reveal and expose the shellfish meat. The meat
can then be removed from the shell opening either by hand

or with the use of a fork.

There has thus been shown and described a novel shellfish
cracking utensil which fulfills all the cbjects and
advantages sought therefor. Many changes, modifications,
variations and other uses and applications of the subject
invention will, however, become apparent to those skilled
in the art after considering this specification and the
accompanying drawings which disclose the preferred
embodiments thereof. ALl such changes, medifications,
variations and other uses and applications which do not
depart from the spirit and scope of the invention are
deened to be covered by the invention, which is to be

limited only by the claims which follow.
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CLAIMSE

What is claimed is:

1. A shellfish cracking utensil having a handle portion

and a head portion, said head portion comprising:

{a} a base region having a lower part and an uppser
part, said lower part being connected to ons end

of the handle portion; and

{&} first and second tines connected to, and
extending outwardly from, said upper part of said
base region, said tines being of substantially
squal length, extending in substantially parallel
xelati@nship and defining a gap betwesen them fox

inserting a part of a shellfish;
wherein said first tine is substantially prong-shaped, and

wherein said second tine is prong-shaped and wider than

said first tine.

2. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherain saild second tine is approximately twice as wide as

zald first tine.

3. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherein said second tine is approximately three times wider

than said first tine.
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4. The szhellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wharein said gap is approximately the width of said fizst

tine.

5. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherein said gap is approximately twice the width of said

firast tine.

6. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherein said gap is approximately three times the width of

said first tine,

7. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherein second tine has a bump portion on an edge thereof

facing said first tine.

8. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 7,
wherein said bump portion is adjacent the end of said

second tine,

g, The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 8,
wherein said bump portion is substantially circular in

shape .

10. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in olaim B,
wherein said bump portion extends outward from said second
tine in a direction toward said first tine and toward the

ends of said first and second tine.

ii. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 3,
wherain said bump portion has approximately the same width

as the remainder of said second tine.
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i2. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,
wherein said handle portion and said head portion are

integrally formed of a commen piece of matexvial,

13. The shellfish cracking teol defined in claim 12,

wherein said piece of material is substantially flat.

14. The shellfish cracking tool defined in claim 11,

wherein said material iz metal.

15. The shellfish cracking tool defined in claim 11,

wherein said material is ABS plastic.

18, The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 1,

wherein said first and second tines have pointed ends.

17. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in eclaim 1,
said handle portion has at least one tine on an opposite

end for spearing meat from the shellfish,

i8. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 17,
wherein said handle portion has two tines on said opposite

end,

1%. A method of using a shellfish cracking utensil having
a handle portion and a head portion, said head portion

comprising:

{a) a base region having a lower part and an upper
part, =aid lower part being connected teo ons end

of the handle portion; and
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(b}

11

first and second tines connected teo, and
extending outwardly from, said upper part of said
base region, sald tines being of substantially
egual length, extending in substantially parvallsl
relationship and defining a gap between them for

inserting a part of a shellfish;

said method comprising the steps of:

1}

z}

3}

4}

)

gripping the handle portion with one hand while
holding a shell of a shellfish with the other

hand;

inserting a shell portion of the shellfish into
the gap in the head portion with said first tine
beneath the shell and said second tine outside of

the shell:;

executing a repeated lifting motion of the handle
portion while pressing the head portion deeper
into the shellfish, thereby breaking the shell

portion along a line to form an opening;

removing the utensil from the shellfish; and

removing shellfish meat from the shell opening.

20. The method defined in claim 18, wherein said first

tine is substantially prong-shaped and said second tine is

prong-shaped and wider than said first tine; and

wherein second tine has a bump portion on an edge

thereof facing said first tine.
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21, The method defined in claim 20, wherein sald bump

portion is adjacent the end of said second tine.

22. The method defined in claim 21, wherein said bump

portion is substantially circular in shape.

23, The method defined in claim 21, wherein said bump
portion extends outward from said second tine in a
direction toward said first tine and toward the ends of

gsaid first and second tine.

24 . A shellfish cracking utensil having a handle portion

and a head portion, said head portion comprising:

{a} a base region having a lower part and an upper
part, salid lower part being connected to one end

of the handle portion; and

{b}y first and second tines connected to, and
extending outwardly from, said upper part of said
base region, said tines extending in
substantially parvallel relatiocnship and defining
a gap between them for inserting a part of a

shallfish;

wherein said second tine is wider than said first tine and
has a bump portion on an edge thereeof facing said first

tine.

25, The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 24,
wherein said bump portion is adjacent the end of said

second tine.
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28 . The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 25,
wherein said bump portion is substantially circular in

shape .

27, The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 25,
wherein said bump portion extends outward from said second
tine in a direction toward said first tine and toward the

ends of szaid first and seceond tine.

28. The shellfish cracking uvtensil defined in claim 26,
wherein said bump portion has approximately the same width

as the remainder of said second tine.

29. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 24,
wherein said handle portion and said head portion are

integrally formed of a common piece of material.

30. The shellfish cracking tool defined in claim 30,

wharein sald piece of material is substantially flat.

31. The shellfish cracking tosl defined in claim 30,

wherein said matexial is metal.

32. The shellfish cracking tool defined in claim 30,

wherein said material is ABS plastic.

33. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 24,

wherein said first and second tines have pointed ends.

34. The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 24,
gaid handle portion has at least one tine on an opposite

and for spearing meat from the shellfish.
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35, The shellfish cracking utensil defined in claim 34,

wherein said handle portion has two tines on said opposite

aend.
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