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An image defect inspection apparatus in which an

inspection image, which is obtained by capturing an image
of an object under inspection, is divided into a plurality
of inspection sub-images, each of the inspection sub-images
is compared with a corresponding reference image that
should normally be identical to the inspection sub-image,
and detects any portions differing therebetween as a

. defects, is disclosed. The apparatus comprises: a reference
value determining‘section which determines a reference
value for each of a plurality of regions of a prescribed

size defined within the object under inspection, based on

. pixel values of the region of the prescribed size according
f} to a prescribed determining method; and a distribution
" information determining section which determines

distribution information relating to the reference values
which are determined for the regions of the prescribed size
within a prescribed macro region, wherein the apparatus
varies a defect detection condition thereof based on the

distribution information.
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